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CrisisWatch

Crisis Group is an independent, non-profit, non-governmental organisation, with some 140 staff members on five continents, working 
through field-based analysis and high-level advocacy to prevent and resolve deadly conflict. Crisis Group’s approach is grounded in 
field research. Teams of political analysts are located within or close by countries at risk of outbreak, escalation or recurrence of violent 
conflict. Based on information and assessments from the field, Crisis Group produces regular analytical reports containing practical 
recommendations targeted at key international decision-takers, and backed up with high-level advocacy. Crisis Group is chaired by 
former U.S. Ambassador and Vice Chairman of Hills & Company Thomas R. Pickering, and its President and Chief Executive is former 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour.

 � summarises briefly developments during the previous month 
in some 70 situations of current or potential conflict, listed 
alphabetically by region, providing references and links to 
more detailed information sources (all references mentioned 
are hyperlinked in the electronic version of this bulletin); 

 � assesses whether the overall situation in each case has, dur-
ing the previous month, significantly deteriorated, significantly 
improved, or on balance remained more or less unchanged;

 � alerts readers to situations where, in the coming month, there 
is a particular risk of new or significantly escalated conflict, 
or a particular conflict resolution opportunity (noting that in 
some instances there may in fact be both); and 

 � summarises Crisis Group’s reports and briefing papers that 
have been published in the last month.

CrisisWatch is compiled by Crisis Group’s Brussels Research 
Unit, drawing on multiple sources including the resources of our 
some 140 staff members across five continents, who already 
report on some 60 of the situations listed here. Comments 
and suggestions can be sent to crisiswatch@crisisgroup.org. 

To search past issues of CrisisWatch visit our databases and 
resources page at www.crisisgroup.org.

June 2012 Trends

Deteriorated Situations Improved Situations

Unchanged Situations

July 2012 Watchlist

Conflict Risk Alerts

Burma/Myanmar (p.6)
Democratic Republic of Congo (p.2)
Syria (p.10)

Conflict Resolution 
Opportunities

107 1 July 2012

Afghanistan (p.5)
Democratic Republic

of Congo (p.2)
Nagorno-Karabakh

(Azerbaijan) (p.8)

Pakistan (p.6)
Paraguay (p.10)

Algeria (p.11), Armenia (p.8), Azerbaijan (p.8), Bahrain (p.10), Bangladesh (p.5), Belarus (p.8), 
Bolivia (p.9), Bosnia (p.7), Burundi (p.2), Cameroon (p.2), Central African Republic (p.2), Chad (p.2), 
Colombia (p.9), Côte d’Ivoire (p.4), Cyprus (p.9), Ecuador (p.9), Egypt (p.11), Ethiopia (p.2), 
Georgia (p.8), Guatemala (p.9), Guinea (p.4), Guinea-Bissau (p.4), Haiti (p.9), India (non-
Kashmir) (p.6), Indonesia (p.6), Iran (p.11), Iraq (p.11), Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territories (p.10), 
Jordan (p.11), Kashmir (p.6), Kazakhstan (p.5), Kenya (p.2), Kosovo (p.7), Kyrgyzstan (p.5), 
Lebanon (p.10), Liberia (p.4), Libya (p.12), Macedonia (p.7), Madagascar (p.3), Malawi (p.3), 
Mali (p.4), Mauritania (p.12), Mexico (p.9), Moldova (p.8), Nepal (p.6), Niger (p.4), Nigeria (p.4), North 
Caucasus (Russia) (p.8), North Korea (p.5), Philippines (p.7), Rwanda (p.2), Saudi Arabia (p.11), 
Senegal (p.4), Serbia (p.7), Somalia (p.3), Somaliland (p.3), South Sudan (p.3), Sri Lanka (p.6), 
Sudan (p.3), Tajikistan (p.5), Thailand (p.7), Tunisia (p.12), Turkey (p.9), Turkmenistan (p.5), 
Uganda (p.3), Ukraine (p.8), Uzbekistan (p.5), Venezuela (p.10), Western Sahara (p.12), 
Yemen (p.11), Zimbabwe (p.3)
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MONUSCO-facilitated talks with govt. Rwandan govt officials 
met with DRC counterparts 19 June, reiterated denial of 
Rwandan support for mutineers; DRC govt 20 June warned of 
“rupture of the peace” between the two states. AU 21 June 
called for end to mutiny, use of “political channels” to address 
concerns. Govt accused U.S. of blocking inclusion of findings 
on Rwanda’s involvement in interim UN Group of Experts 
report released 22 June. UNSC 27 June extended MONUSCO 
peacekeeping mandate 1 year to June 2013. Garamba National 
Park rangers 6 June clashed with some 50 LRA combatants.
�� “UN�report�on�Congo�mutiny�omits�evidence�of�Rwanda�role”,�Reuters,�23�
June�2012.

Rwanda  President Kagamé 18 June announced official end 
to community-based Gacaca courts. Govt continued to deny 
support to DRC mutineers; Kagamé 19 June said Rwanda 
“scapegoat” for conflict in Kivus, 21 June called on DRC govt 
to take responsibility, stop blaming Kigali. FM 27 June said UN 
report accusing Kigali of backing mutiny incomplete, biased. 
Court 29 June postponed verdict in terrorism case against 
opposition leader Victoire Ingabiré to 7 Sept.
�� “After�genocide,�stifled�dissent”,�New York Times,�29�June�2012.

Horn of Africa 

Ethiopia  Court 27 June found 24, including journalist Eskinder 
Nega and opposition member Andualem Arage, guilty of 
terrorism, increasing fears over freedom of speech. UN guard 
found guilty of “participating in terrorist organisation” for 
alleged links to Ogaden National Liberation Front sentenced 
22 June to 7 years in prison. Govt 22 June said Ethiopian 
troops to remain in Somalia until new Somali constitution 
ratified, security situation stabilised. Human Rights Watch 18 
June reported govt displacing tens of thousands in Omo Valley. 
Govt 22 June announced arrest of 14 suspected gunmen in 
connection with April attack on farm, March killing of 19 bus 
passengers in Gambella.
�� “Ethiopia�court�finds�24�guilty�of�terrorism”,�AFP,�27�June�2012.

Kenya  Investigations launched into death of Internal Security 
Minister George Saitoti and 5 others in helicopter crash 10 
June.  Prosecutors, defence lawyers early June agreed on post-
election March 2013 start date for ICC trial, awaiting judges’ 
decision. Police 22 June announced arrest of 2 Iranian terror 
suspects in Nairobi. U.S. embassy 23 June warned of imminent 
terror attack in Mombasa; grenade attack 24 June killed 3. 
Driver killed, 4 aid workers kidnapped at Dadaab refugee 
camp by suspected al-Shabaab sympathisers. PM Odinga 12 
June said Kenyan Defence Forces planning “final onslaught” 
on Somalia’s Kismayo port before Somalia’s scheduled 20 Aug 
presidential elections. Kenyan troops integrated into AMISOM 
2 June. Some 200 28 June protested outside parliament 
against impunity, corruption; same day, High Court quashed 
corruption charges against former govt minister Henry Kosgey.
�� “US�warns�of�imminent�attack�in�Kenya’s�second�city�Mombasa”,�AFP,�23�
June�2012.

Somalia  Transitional Federal Government (TFG), regional 
govts, Ahlu Sunna 22 June signed agreement in Nairobi on 
proposed constitution; Independent Federal Constitutional 
Commission (IFCC), tasked with drafting constitution, 25 June 
rejected Nairobi agreement, declared IFCC version only valid 

Africa

Central Africa 

Burundi  Brussels public prosecutor 7 June announced 
investigation into money laundering accusations against 
Ombudsman Mohamed Rukara. Juvenal Havyarimana, MSD 
opposition party member kidnapped 29 May, found dead 5 
June. APRODH prisoners’ rights group 6 June accused army 
of summarily executing Jean-Petit Nduwimana, former spy 
chief and alleged leader of rebel Forces for the Restoration 
of Democracy (FRD). Public prosecutor 12 June announced 
creation of commission to investigate extrajudicial executions; 
mandate includes identifying false accusations, raising 
concerns local NGOs, rights groups could be prosecuted. 
Journalist sentenced 21 June to life imprisonment for 
“terrorism”, journalist unions condemned trial as politically 
motivated. Army 24 June confirmed gunfight with armed 
group from DRC in Bubanza province, said 41 killed. UNSG 
Ban 7 June appointed Parfait Onanga-Anyanga as SR to 
Burundi. President Nkurunziza 27 June pardoned several 
thousand prisoners to mark 50th anniversary of independence, 
address prison overcrowding.
�� “Burundi�has�executed�rebel�leader”,�News24,�6�June�2012.

�� For�latest�report,�see�Crisis�Group�Africa�Report�N°185,�Burundi: A 
Deepening Corruption Crisis,�21�March�2012.�

Cameroon  Opposition welcomed 30 May govt announcement 
postponing local elections to July 2013, but reiterated demands 
for single ballot, two-round election and use of biometric 
checks.
�� “René�Emmanuel�Sadi�:�et�si�c’était�lui�?”,�Jeune Afrique,�8�June�2012.

Central African Republic  Finance Minister and nephew of 
President Bozizé, Sylvan Ndoutinga, accused of involvement in 
coup plot, dismissed 1 June. Unidentified armed men mid-June 
occupied village near Markounda in NW, tried to recruit local 
youths. Unidentified armed men 24 June raided site of French 
uranium mining company Areva at Bakouma, SE.
�� “UN:�Central�African�Republic�at�critical�juncture”,�VOA,�6�June�2012.

Chad  Judge Emmanuel Dekeumbé removed from office 
following refusal to sentence opposition MP Gali Ngoté Gata, 
arrested 4 March for poaching; opposition decried removal. 
Senegal Justice Ministry 4 June said preparations underway to 
try former President Habré. 
�� “Révocation�d’un�juge�au�Tchad:�l’opposition�craint�pour�l’indépendance�
de�la�justice”,�RFI,�19�June�2012.

          Democratic Republic of Congo  Human Rights Watch 4 
June reported Rwandan officials supplying Ntaganda 

with troops, weapons. EU, U.S. 7 June released statements 
acknowledging external support to M23; UN SRSG Roger 
Meece 13 June warned UNSC mutiny in east threatens to 
destabilise region; UNSC 16 June requested enquiry into 
external support to M23. FARDC defection continued 
throughout month; M23 extended control in Kivus, pushed 
back FARDC offensive. CNDP delegation 18 June initiated 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/06/23/us-congo-democratic-rwanda-idUSBRE85M0F620120623
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/30/opinion/stifled-dissent-in-rwanda.html
http://news.yahoo.com/ethiopia-court-finds-24-guilty-terrorism-110657531.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hLefhYQpeBCQeoGafwZQVoaWm_Qw?docId=CNG.98e55ed7a4823e71dbc2af50bfae72ec.11
http://www.news24.com/Africa/News/Burundi-has-executed-rebel-leader-20120606
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/burundi/185-burundi-la-crise-de-corruption.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/burundi/185-burundi-la-crise-de-corruption.aspx
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/Article/ARTJAWEB20120608173032/rdpc-paul-biya-rene-emmanuel-sadi-yaoundecameroun-rene-emmanuel-sadi-et-si-c-etait-lui.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/un-central-african-republic/1204237.html
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20120619-revocation-juge-opposition-tchadienne-craint-independance-justice
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20120619-revocation-juge-opposition-tchadienne-craint-independance-justice
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constitution; TFG Council of Ministers stated IFCC mandate 
ended, released Nairobi draft constitution. Traditional elders 
20 June recommended enlargement of new Parliament from 
225 to 275 seats, as well as creation of Upper Chamber for 
elders; PM rejected proposal, said elders’ mandate limited 
to selecting MPs, members of constituent assembly. SRSG 
for Somalia 13 June said UN plans to send international 
observers to Elders’ meeting tasked with selecting delegates to 
constituent assembly. TFG President Sharif 20 June announced 
intention to stand for new term in office when term expires in 
2 months; some 20 candidates reportedly plan to run including 
TFG President Sharif, PM Abdiweli Mohamed Ali, Parliament 
Speaker Sharif Hassan Sheikh Adan. Sporadic attacks on AU, 
Ethiopian forces continued throughout month. Ethiopian 
troops, Ahlu Sunna fighters reportedly withdrew from Al 
Bur, central Somalia, early June. Kenyan forces 7 June shelled 
Kismayo port city; AU, TFG forces 22 June extended areas 
under control, took Balad town. 
�� “Somalia’s�Sharif�to�stand�for�new�term�as�president”,�AFP,�21�June�2012.

Somaliland  5 govt delegates 20 June met with Somali govt 
representatives to discuss future of breakaway region; President 
Silanyo 28 June met with Somalia counterpart, agreed to 
continue dialogue, boost cooperation. Hargeisa head judge 
shot 11 June; Sool region Attorney General killed by gunmen 
late June. Skirmishes in breakaway Khatumo region continued. 
�� “Somaliland�future�discussed�in�UK”,�BBC,�21�June�2012.

South Sudan  Govt 1 June said complaint filed with UNSC 
against Sudan for continued presence in disputed Abyei, 
13 June said seeking international arbitration for border 
dispute. UNSC 18 June welcomed resumption of negotiations, 
reduction of violence, called on Sudan to withdraw police 
from Abyei. Talks with Sudan 4, 21 June failed to achieve 
real progress after negotiators disagreed on delimitation of 
Safe Demilitarised Border Zone. UN 14 June announced 
investigation into reports police abducted, raped women 
during Jonglei disarmament; UNMISS 24 June released 
report into intercommunal violence, criticised “longstanding 
impunity”. Justice Minister Mohamed Dousa appointed new 
war crimes prosecutor for Darfur. 
�� “South�Sudan�rejects�presence�of�150�Sudanese�troops�in�Abyei”,�Sudan 
Tribune,�11�June�2012.

�� For�latest�report�see�Crisis�Group�Africa�Report�N°186,�China’s New 
Courtship in South Sudan,�4�April�2012.

Sudan  Anti-govt protests sparked by austerity measures 
erupted 16 June, continuing in Khartoum, other main cities; 
police forcibly dispersed demonstrators, President Bashir 
said violence attributable to “a few agitators”. Opposition 
parties 26 June failed to agree on common political platform, 
constitutional framework. Clashes between Sudan Armed 
Forces (SAF) and SPLM-N rebels in South Kordofan, Blue 
Nile states continued throughout month, thousands displaced; 
govt 27 June agreed to UN humanitarian assistance to civilians 
in SPLM-N held areas. Opposition Popular Congress Party 
senior member Ibrahim al-Sonosi released from prison 11 
June after 5-month detention. SAF 2 June said 45 JEM rebels 
killed in east Darfur; JEM said army compound seized. 
Khartoum 2 June said police forces pulled out from Abyei, 
removing obstacle to S Sudan talks; talks 4, 21 June failed after 

negotiators disagreed on delimitation of Safe Demilitarised 
Border Zone. 
�� “Bashir�says�Sudan�protests�are�no�Arab�Spring”,�Al�Jazeera,�25�June�
2012.

Uganda  In State of the Nation address, President Museveni 
7 June criticised opposition leader Kizza Besigye for 
“lawlessness”, said media “unprofessional”. Media 20 June 
reported rift in ruling National Resistance Movement 
following by-election loss. Police 18 June broke up 3-day gay 
rights meeting, briefly detained 5 participants, reportedly on 
the order of Minister for Ethics Simon Lokodo; Lokodo 20 
June announced 30 NGOs to be banned for “promotion” of 
homosexuality. Police 4 June arrested suspected al-Shabaab 
terrorist.
�� “Power�struggle�in�Uganda�amid�Museveni�speculation”,�AFP,�20�June�
2012.

�� For�latest�report�see�Crisis�Group�Africa�Report�N°187,�Uganda: No 
Resolution to Growing Tensions,�5�April�2012.�

Southern Africa

Madagascar  At 1 June Troika summit, SADC called for 
urgent meeting between transitional President Rajoelina, 
former President Ravalomanana, 15 June threatened their 
exclusion from future talks if negotiations failed; leaders 15 
June reportedly agreed to meet in Luanda 4 July. UN electoral 
mission report 8 June recommended May/June 2013 polls; 
Rajoelina, election commission appealed to UN to support 
2012 polls. 4 suspects, including 2 army officers, arrested 
following alleged 8 June coup plot. Govt forces 20 June began 
assault on bandits in Befotaka following series of attacks. 
11 bodies, suspected policemen, discovered 19 June in SW 
following 9 June military clash with armed ox rustlers. 
�� “La�SADC�avertit�Rajoelina�et�Ravalomanana”,�L’Express,�16�June�2012.

Malawi  Govt 8 June cancelled planned AU Summit after 
AU pressure to include Sudanese President Bashir, despite 
ICC arrest warrant. Parliament Speaker 21 June rejected 
Democratic People’s Party petitions for by-elections following 
mass defection to President Banda’s People’s Party. Banda 18 
June received Commission of Inquiry report into July 2011 
demonstration killings. 
�� “Malawi’s�Banda�says�no�regrets�over�AU�decision�to�move�summit�over�
Al-Bashir”,�Newstime�Africa,�15�June�2012.

Zimbabwe  1 June SADC Troika summit called for GPA 
implementation, reforms before polls, elections within 12 
months; 2-member SADC Troika team 11 June deployed to 
Zimbabwe to assist Joint Monitoring and Implementation 
Committee in GPA implementation. Constitution Select 
Committee (COPAC) 21 June announced progress in 
constitution talks following 17-20 June meeting; GPA parties 
28 June reportedly said South Africa President Zuma visit 
should wait until COPAC submits final draft of constitution. 
Zanu-PF Defence Minister Mnangagwa reportedly threatened 
MDC Finance Minister Biti for failing to release funds 
for recruitment of new soldiers; Biti 14 June said illegal 
recruitment of 4,600 soldiers Jan-May straining army budget. 
Police 4 June tear-gassed MDC-T youth outside bail hearing of 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jy-lqave7TzUNffw-7SEvfgZ4Lew?docId=CNG.45333191a208a469c0b87197c888b277.261
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-18523976
http://www.sudantribune.com/South-Sudan-rejects-presence-of,42877
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/horn-of-africa/south-sudan/186-chinas-new-courtship-in-south-sudan.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/horn-of-africa/south-sudan/186-chinas-new-courtship-in-south-sudan.aspx
http://www.aljazeera.com/video/africa/2012/06/201262545747456418.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gxyBbRPZ_Y5XXFON0_9-P3ZjYing?docId=5e04bb59ae8648a0b322a233a4497f2a
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/horn-of-africa/uganda/187-uganda-no-resolution-to-growing-tensions.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/horn-of-africa/uganda/187-uganda-no-resolution-to-growing-tensions.aspx
http://www.lexpressmada.com/transition-madagascar/35285-la-sadc-avertit-rajoelina-et-ravalomanana.html
http://www.newstimeafrica.com/archives/26202
http://www.newstimeafrica.com/archives/26202
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29 activists accused of murdering policeman in May 2011.
�� “Future�unclear�as�constitutional�process�drags�on”,�AFP,�21�June�2012.

West Africa

Côte d’Ivoire  7 UN peacekeepers, 10 civilians killed 6 June in SW 
by militias from Liberia; 5 civilians killed 11 June in attacks on 
Ivorian border villages; UN official 21 June said over 13,000 people 
in SW have fled homes since attacks; PM Ahousso-Kouadio 19 
June blamed “last jolts” of Gbagbo regime. President Ouattara 15 
June called for better regional cooperation to tackle insecurity, 
illicit arms flows. Govt 13 June announced foiled coup plot by 
suspected Gbagbo loyalists following rumours Gbagbo could be 
granted temporary release by ICC. Ex-Gbagbo ally Moïse Lida 
Kouassi arrested 7 June in Togo.  
�� “Le�gouvernement�ivoirien�dit�avoir�déjoué�une�tentative�de�coup�d’Etat”,�
RFI,�13�June�2012.

Guinea  Controversial loan with South African mining 
company Palladino revealed 3 June, prompted international 
criticism, early reimbursement of loan. Authorities ordered 
removal of roadblocks throughout country after riots over 4 
June killing of cabdriver by soldier at Mamou roadblock. Social 
Guinean Movement 14 June called on govt to disband electoral 
commission (CENI) in order to resolve voter registration 
dispute; opposition parties criticised National Transition 
Council (CNT) for inaction; CNT president 21 June vowed to 
participate in CENI reform; opposition called on supporters 
to observe ‘ghost town day’ 28 June to push for CENI 
reconstitution, warned electoral commission against resuming 
voter registration without prior political consensus. Territorial 
Administration Minister Alhassane Condé 23 June reiterated 
ban on political demonstrations. 
�� “Le�Mouvement�social�guinéen�demande�de�révoquer�la�CENI�pour�
permettre�une�sortie�de�crise”,�Xinhua,�13�June�2012.�

  

Guinea-Bissau  600-strong ECOWAS mission deployed as Angola 
6-10 June withdrew MISSANG troops. Chief of staff António Indjai 
6 June accused Angola of funding destabilisation attempts in G-B. 
Tension between ECOWAS and CPLP paralysed 7 June meeting 
of International Contact Group on G-B. Transition authorities 
excluded from 20 July CPLP meeting in Maputo, 21 June released 
Rear Admiral Bubo Na Tchuto arrested for failed 26 Dec 2011 coup. 
�� “How�will�West�African�posturing�affect�Guinea�Bissau?”,�ThinkAfric-
aPress,�12�June�2012.

Liberia  President Johnson Sirleaf 9 June closed border 
with Côte d’Ivoire, 14 June said working with Côte d’Ivoire 
President Ouattara to deal with deadly border attacks. Govt 14 
June announced orders to arrest 10 Liberians and Ivorians in 
connection with attacks; court 21 June ordered extradition of 
41 Ivorians for suspected role in 2011 post-election violence. 
�� “Liberia�to�extradite�41�Ivorians�for�role�in�I�Coast�conflict”,�AFP,�21�June�
2012.

�� Gilles�Yabi,�“Liberia:�Sirleaf�needs�to�use�powers�to�the�fullest”,�AllAfrica�18�
June�2012.�

New�Crisis�Group�Africa�Briefing�N°88,�Liberia: Time for Much-Delayed 
Reconciliation and Reform,�12�June�2012.�Unemployment,�corruption,�
nepotism�and�impunity�threaten�to�entrench�social�and�political�divisions�and�
jeopardise�Liberia’s�democracy�unless�the�government�addresses�persisting�
historical�enmities.� 

Mali  Support and follow-up group meeting in Abidjan 7 June 
demanded immediate dissolution of military junta. ECOWAS, 
AU 14 June called for UN military intervention; UNSC 18 June 
said willing to discuss backing of African intervention force. 
Following failure of negotiations MNLA, Ansar Dine clashed 
7-8 June near Kidal, 13 June near Timbuktu. MNLA lost Gao 
HQ 27 June to MUJWA, Timbuktu base 29 June to Ansar 
Dine. Ansar Dine 18 June met with Burkina Faso president 
and regional mediator Blaise Compaoré, agreed to talks on 
crisis, 30 June destroyed several mausoleums in Timbuktu. 
Govt 9 June announced creation of committee for army reform 
incorporating junta elements. 
�� “Intervention�options�in�Northern�Mali”,�IRIN,�21�June�2012.

Niger  7 killed 20 June in clashes between farmers, herders 
in SW. European Commission 6 June said civilian mission to 
train police/gendarmerie/national guard to be deployed in July. 
President Issoufou 16 June said military intervention in Mali 
necessary. FM Bazoum 4 June said military option is “only 
solution to deal with AQIM”. 
�� “Une�mission�civile�européenne�pour�renforcer�la�lutte�contre�le�
terrorisme”,�RFI,�7�June�2012.�

Nigeria  Over 100 killed 17-19 June in Kaduna state and 
Damaturu city: at least 40 killed in Damaturu fire fight 
between suspected Boko Haram (BH) and soldiers 18 June; 
BH attack on 3 churches in Kaduna state 17 June killed at 
least 16, sparked reprisals, sectarian clashes leaving scores 
dead; police 26 June killed at least 17 suspected BH in Kano 
shoot-out. Additional BH attacks on churches, police in North 
continued throughout month, dozens killed. Security forces 
30 June clashed with BH in Damaturu. Gunmen 29 June killed 
5 policemen in Adamawa state. 40 inmates freed 24 June in 
BH raid on Yobo state prison. President Jonathan 22 June 
sacked security adviser Owoye Azazi, Defence Minister Bello 
Mohammed. Suspected armed robbers 11 June raided villages 
in northern Zamfara state, at least 27 killed. 
�� “Nigeria�cities�in�lockdown�after�deadly�riots”,�Al�Jazeera,�20�June�2012.

Senegal  Casamance separatist (MFDC) leader Salif Sadio 
1 June called for international mediation to resolve conflict, 
announced readiness to release prisoners if govt accepts 
Sant’Egidio mediators; President Sall 27 June expressed 
readiness for dialogue. 
�� “Salif�Sadio�favorable�à�une�médiation�hors�d’Afrique�sur�le�conflit�
casamançais”,�RFI,�10�June�2012.

Asia

Central Asia 

Kazakhstan  President Nazarbyev 1 June called murder of 
14 border guards, forest ranger on Chinese border “terrorist 
act”; surviving guard reportedly confessed guilt, said killings 

http://reliefweb.int/node/505235
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20120613-le-gouvernement-ivoirien-dit-avoir-dejoue-une-tentative-coup-etat
http://www.afriquinfos.com/articles/2012/6/13/guinee-mouvement-social-guineen-demande-president-alpha-conde-revoquer-ceni-pour-permettre-sortie-crise-204120.asp
http://www.afriquinfos.com/articles/2012/6/13/guinee-mouvement-social-guineen-demande-president-alpha-conde-revoquer-ceni-pour-permettre-sortie-crise-204120.asp
http://thinkafricapress.com/guinea-bissau/west-african-shenanigans-around-coup-ecowas-angola-gomes
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ib9LSDqgyPoT5MJuGzXlO6GBirbA?docId=CNG.6e3aafee412e35e6506d44fed76552c1.1e1
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/liberia/op-eds/yabi-liberia-sirleaf-needs-to-use-powers-to-the-fullest.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/west-africa/liberia/b088-liberia-time-for-much-delayed-reconciliation-and-reform.aspx
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reaction to mistreatment; border guard head General 
Myrzaliev 13 June resigned over incident. Court 4 June jailed 
13 over Dec 2011 Janaozen violence; authorities 15 June 
arrested dissident theatre director Bolat Atabaev, leading youth 
activist Zhanbolat Mamay for “inciting social hatred” during 
Janaozen riots. Police 24 June reported killing 2 suspects 
in Aqtobe wanted over killing of police officer. Military 
participated in 9-14 June joint-SCO drills (see Tajikistan), 18-
29 June exercise with U.S. forces (see Kyrgyzstan).
�� “Who�killed�the�Kazakh�border�guards?”�RFE/RL,�7�June�2012.�

Kyrgyzstan  2-year anniversary of ethnic violence in south 
passed peacefully despite continuing tensions between local 
Uzbeks, Kyrgyz. Parliament 12 June approved draft bill giving 
Osh increased autonomy. Controversial corruption charges 
brought against opposition MP and ex-mayor of Bishkek 
Nariman Tyuleev 25 June. 20-22 June detention of 3 Kyrgyz 
for allegedly smuggling over 90kg of mercury sparked unrest 
in Batken: at least 16 Tajik citizens taken hostage 21 June by 
Kyrgyz protesters, later freed by authorities; some 150-200 
demonstrated 22 June, urged local authorities to secure release 
of 3 Kyrgyz, clashed with police, 8 Tajiks taken hostage, later 
freed by authorities; 15 detained in connection with unrest. 
Military 9-14 June participated in joint-SCO drills (see 
Tajikistan),18-29 June hosted combined military exercise with 
Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and U.S..    
�� “Batken�disorder�highlights�persistent�border�problems”,�Registan,�25�
June�2012.��

�� For�latest�report,�see�Crisis�Group�Asia�report�N°222,�Kyrgyzstan: Widening 
Ethnic Divisions in the South,�29�March�2012.�

Tajikistan  Police 14 June announced President Rahmon’s 
brother-in-law shot dead in Dushanbe. Military 9-14 
June hosted Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
military exercises focusing on counter-terrorism, 18-29 
June participated in drills with U.S. forces (see Kyrgyzstan). 
Authorities 20-22 June detained 3 Kyrgyz from Batken for 
allegedly smuggling mercury (see Kyrgyzstan). Dushanbe 
court 26 June jailed 12 alleged Hizb ut-Tahrir members.  
�� “Police�mum�as�rumors�swirl�around�murder�of�Tajik�President’s�
brother-in-law”,�RFE/RL,�15�June�2012.�

Turkmenistan  Authorities 19 June accused Azerbaijan of 
“provocations” by coast guard over disputed Kapaz/Serdar oil 
field in Caspian Sea, warned against attempts to explore zone.
�� “Azerbaijan�gunships�threatened�Turkmenistan’s�Caspian�oil�rigs,�cables�
show”,�Eurasianet,�13�June�2012.�

Uzbekistan  Russian President Putin 4 June met President 
Karimov, discussed security concerns following 2014 NATO 
withdrawal from Afghanistan. Uzbekistan 24 June suspended 
CSTO membership, accused organisation of ignoring its 
opinions.  Opposition groups 30 June met in Prague, discussed 
ouster of President Karimov. Bukhara mayor Khayit Komilov 
arrested 15 June on corruption charges. 
�� “Uzbekistan:�Putin,�Karimov�talk�Afghanistan�security”,�Taand.com,�5�June�
2012.

North East Asia

North Korea  DPRK 9 June accused ROK of attempting to 
provoke govt into conducting nuclear test, 17 June criticised 
14 June comments by U.S. Secretary of State Clinton urging 
Kim Jong-un to chart different course to father Kim Jong-
il. Clinton, U.S. Defense Secretary Panetta, 14 June hosted 
talks with ROK counterparts; U.S. President Obama 18 June 
extended sanctions against DPRK. U.S., Japan, South Korea, 21 
June began joint naval exercises near China, Korean Peninsula; 
DPRK called drills “reckless”, said they could lead to nuclear 
war, called use of its flag during drills “a grave provocative act”. 
ROK 28 June announced plans to sign treaty with Japan to 
encourage sharing of military data on DPRK. 29 June report 
by UN Panel of Experts said DPRK continuing to actively defy 
UN sanction resolutions. 
�� “U.S.,�South�Korea�war�games�called�a�warning�to�North�Korea”,�AP,�22�
June�2012.

South Asia

Afghanistan  Month saw increased violence: 21 killed 6 June 
in suicide bomb attack, Kandahar; 3 gunmen dressed in 
police uniforms killed 1 U.S. soldier, wounded 9 others in 
Zhari, Kandahar; roadside bomb killed 3 women, 4 children 
20 June, Logar province; suicide bomber killed 21 including 3 
U.S. soldiers and Afghan interpreter at checkpoint in Khost, 
20 June; at least 18 killed in Taliban assault on hotel outside 
Kabul, 22 June. 10 Afghan policemen killed 26-27 June in 
insurgent attacks. NATO airstrike 6 June killed up to 18 
civilians celebrating wedding in Logar province; President 
Karzai 7 June condemned strike; NATO commander General 
Allen visited area 8 June to apologise. Ministry of Justice mid-
month suspended left-wing Solidarity Party for organising 
protest calling for accountability for war crimes; move followed 
calls by Upper House of Parliament for investigation, possible 
prosecution of group leaders; activists claimed decision 
contravened Afghan law, freedom of speech. U.S. Defense 
Secretary visited early month, called for India to play “more 
active role”. Govt 19 June accused Pakistan of involvement in 
Dec 2011 attack on Shiite Ashura procession in Kabul. 
�� “Afghanistan�suicide�bombing�kills�21”,�Wall Street Journal,�20�June�
2012.

�� Mark�Schneider,�“Wobbly�pillars�undermine�Afghanistan�transition”,�
Huffington�Post,�6�June�2012.�

�� For�latest�report,�see�Crisis�Group�Asia�Report�N°221,�Talking About Talks: 
Toward a Political Settlement in Afghanistan,�26�March�2012.�

Bangladesh  Hundreds injured in mid-month large-scale 
garment worker strikes in Ashulia; hundreds arrested, 10 local 
BNP leaders charged with provocation. Second International 
Crimes Tribunal early June indicted several suspects including 
Jamaat-e-Islami leader Muhammad Kamaruzzaman, SG Ali 
Ahsan Mohammad, BNP leader Abdul Alim for war crimes. 
Opposition leaders accused of 29 April torching of bus in 
front of PM’s office released on bail 14 June. Pirgachha district 
Awami League leader Mofizul Islam killed 21 June, 20 others 
injured at party meeting in clash between party factions. 
�� “Bangladesh�pay�row�shuts�Ashulia�garment�factories”,�BBC,�17�June�
2012.

http://www.rferl.org/content/who-killed-the-kazakh-border-guards/24603315.html
http://registan.net/index.php/2012/06/25/disorder-in-batken-province-shines-light-on-persistent-border-problems/
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/central-asia/kyrgyzstan/222-kyrgyzstan-widening-ethnic-divisions-in-the-south.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/central-asia/kyrgyzstan/222-kyrgyzstan-widening-ethnic-divisions-in-the-south.aspx
http://www.rferl.org/content/tajikistan-rahmon-brother-in-law-assassinated-investigation/24615654.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/tajikistan-rahmon-brother-in-law-assassinated-investigation/24615654.html
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/65542
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/65542
http://www.taand.com/english/index.php?mod=article&cat=News&article=2070
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/06/22/korea-war-games_n_1617932.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304898704577478082020501576.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/op-eds/schneider-wobbly-pillars-underpin-afghanistan-transition.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/221-talking-about-talks-toward-a-political-settlement-in-afghanistan.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/221-talking-about-talks-toward-a-political-settlement-in-afghanistan.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-18475788
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New Crisis�Group�Asia�Report�N°226,�Bangladesh: Back to the Future,�13�
June�2012.�Bangladesh�faces�growing�political�violence�in�the�lead-up�to�the�
2013�elections�unless�the�government�takes�a�more�conciliatory�approach�
towards�the�opposition.

India (non-Kashmir)  Suspected Maoist rebels 2 June beheaded 
3 of 5 people previously abducted from Bara Basdeopur village, 
5 June killed 2 in Kuitopa village, 19 June abducted 2 in Bihar. 
Security forces 18 June demolished Maoist training camp near 
Odisha, 2 Maoists surrendered. Security forces 6 June arrested 
Maoist rebel involved in 200 attacks in Delhi, 10 June arrested 
3 suspected Maoists in Minapur-Tariyani border area, 26 June 
arrested 7, recovered explosives cache in Jharkhand. Head of 
banned Ranvir Sena militia Brahmeshwar Mukhiya 1 June 
shot dead in Bhojpur district, authorities declared curfew. 
Key suspect in coordinating 2008 Mumbai terrorist bombings 
reportedly arrested 21 June.
�� “Hardcore�Maoist�held�in�Delhi”,�NY�Daily�News,�7�June�2012.

Kashmir  Grenade blast outside paramilitary bunker 17 June 
killed 5 Indian soldiers. Pakistani forces 13 June killed 1 Indian 
soldier along line of control in firefight. 4 Indian policemen 
arrested mid-month on suspicion of ties to Hizbul Mujahideen 
Indian separatist group. Police 25 June tear-gassed protestors 
demonstrating against destruction of temple in Srinagar, at 
least 6 injured.
�� “Ceasefire�violation:�Pak�continues�firing�for�seventh�day”,�NDTV,�19�June�
2012.

Nepal  Unified Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist (UCPN-M) 
18 June split; dissident Mohan Baidya ‘Kiran’ faction formed 
new party, Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist. Madhesi 
People’s Rights Forum-Democratic split 10 June following 
resignation of 10 members. Opposition protested PM Baburam 
Bhattarai’s call for November elections to new Constituent 
Assembly (CA), including in mass meeting. Reinstatement 
of CA being floated by various actors. Committee 15 June 
announced investigation into 31 May murder of Supreme 
Court judge. 
�� “Nepal�Maoists:�Faction�breaks�away�from�governing�party”,�BBC,�19�June�
2012.

Pakistan  Month saw significant political turmoil: Supreme 
Court 19 June disqualified PM Yousuf Gilani from office 
following contempt of court conviction for refusal to request 
reopening of corruption case against President Zardari, 27 
June demanded new PM Raja Ashraf request reopening of 
case; Special Anti-Narcotics court 21 June issued arrest warrant 
against nominated successor Makhdoom Shahabuddin on 
charges filed by military-dominated Anti-Narcotics Force. Son 
of Supreme Court Justice Chaudhry, Arslan Iftikhar, accused 
12 June of blackmail by businessman Malik Riaz; Supreme 
Court 13 June initiated contempt of court proceedings against 
Riaz. Frenchman suspected of being “key al-Qaeda operative” 
arrested 20 June near Iran border. Violent riots over power 
cuts erupted mid-month across country. Controversial 
Commission investigating “memogate” scandal involving 
former ambassador to U.S. Haqqani 12 June submitted report 
to Supreme Court, “incontrovertibly established” memo 
authentic, said Haqqani’s “loyalties not with Pakistan”. 26 
killed 16 June by car bomb in Khyber district. Suspected Sunni 

militants 27 June killed 15 Shiite bus passengers, SW. Military 
26 June said Afghanistan militants crossed border, killed 13 
Pakistan troops in NW. 7 soldiers killed 27 June by roadside 
bomb, NW. U.S. drone strikes continued throughout month.
�� “Pakistan’s�power�play�intensifies”,�Independent,�24�June�2012.

New�Crisis�Group�Asia�Report�N°227,�Aid and Conflict in Pakistan,�27�
June�2012.�Despite�many�billions�of�dollars,�international�assistance�to�
Pakistan,�particularly�from�the�U.S.,�its�largest�donor,�is�neither�improving�the�
government’s�performance�against�jihadi�groups�nor�stabilising�its�nascent�
democracy.��

Sri Lanka  2 killed, 4 injured in 15 June gunmen attack on 
JVP party meeting in Hambantota; JVP leaders blamed 
govt for attack; no arrests despite eyewitness identifications; 
attack denounced by UNP and civil society as evidence of 
institutionalised impunity for rights violations and collapse 
of law and order. President Rajapaksa’s planned 6 June speech 
to Commonwealth Economic Forum, London, cancelled 
due to security concerns following demonstrations. Ex-
army commander Sarath Fonseka 14 June reiterated plan 
to run in next election. Indian National Security Advisor 
Shiv Shankar Menon 29 June met with President Rajapaksa, 
Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa, urged serious efforts 
to renew negotiations with TNA, improve conditions in North, 
implement March 2012 UN Human Rights Council resolution. 
Police 29 June raided web newspaper offices, arrested 9 
journalists.
�� “Sri�Lanka�arrests�9�web�site�journalists”,�AP,�29�June�2012.

South East Asia

Indonesia  String of shootings in Jayapura beginning 29 May 
saw 3 killed, 6 wounded; police say members of W Papua 
National Committee (KNPB) responsible. Police 14 June killed 
KNPB deputy chair Mako Tabuni, claimed he resisted arrest; 
several other KNPB figures, including leader Buchtar Tabuni, 
arrested for alleged role in shootings; police 7 June killed man 
in Jayapura. 1 killed in Wamena after soldiers rioted following 
6 June stabbing of soldier. 4 killed in ongoing clashes between 
tribal groups in Timika 2, 18, 20 June. Labour clashes with 
ethnic overtones 18 June in Batam killed 1. Former Aceh 
governor Irwandi Yusuf assaulted 23 June by Partai Aceh (PA) 
thugs while returning from installation of PA governor. PA 
truck fired on later that night by unknown gunmen. 2002 Bali 
bombing suspect Umar Patek found guilty of mass murder 21 
June, sentenced to 20 years jail.
�� “Papuans�refute�Yudhoyono’s�‘small’�claim”,�Jakarta Globe,�16�June�2012.

          Burma/Myanmar  Ethnic tensions flared in Rakhine 
State, following late May rape, murder of Buddhist 

woman; revenge attack 3 June killed 10 Rohingya Muslims, 
followed by rioting, killing of at least 60 Buddhists, Muslims; 
UN estimated 90,000 displaced; govt 10 June declared state of 
emergency; U.S. embassy 19 June praised measured govt 
response to violence. Govt, Kachin Independence Army held 
two more rounds of informal talks 1, 20 June as fighting 
continued; govt 21 June overruled law banning Kachin 
Independence Organisation. Govt troops 16 June set alight 
Shan State Army-South base; rebel leaders said attack 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/bangladesh/226-bangladesh-back-to-the-future.aspx
http://india.nydailynews.com/article/61fb7ab42dfedba8c6018834d57a3a52/hardcore-maoist-held-in-delhi
http://www.ndtv.com/article/india/poonch-jammu-kashmir-233448
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-18504403
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/pakistans-power-play-intensifies-7878590.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/pakistan/227-aid-and-conflict-in-pakistan.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/30/world/asia/sri-lanka-arrests-9-web-site-journalists.html
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/papuans-refute-yudhoyonos-small-claim/524658
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threatened May peace agreement. President Thein Sein 19 June 
announced “second wave of reforms” focusing on economic 
liberalisation. Press Scrutiny and Registration 
Department head Tint Swe late May announced end to media 
censorship from end June. Opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi met govt leaders across Europe during 14-25 June visit. 
Swiss govt 14 June announced ending of sanctions except arms 
embargo.
�� “Internet�unshackled,�Burmese�aim�venom�at�ethnic�minority”,�New York 
Times,�15�June�2012.

�� For�latest�report�see�Crisis�Group�Asia�Briefing�N°136,�Reform in 
Myanmar: One Year On,�11�April�2012.�

Philippines  2 remaining Filipino vessels 15 June departed 
Scarborough Shoal due to bad weather; China 17 June 
responded by also withdrawing boats; govt spokesman 27 June 
claimed Chinese fishing boats sighted in disputed South China 
Sea shoal in violation of earlier pullout agreement. 2 major 
Basilan political clans 5 June agreed to end fighting. Military 
official 17 June warned foreigners of kidnappings in south 
following suspected Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) abductions of 2 
Chinese businessmen in Kabasalan township 4 June, 12 June 
abduction of Jordanian journalist, 4 others in Sulu. Suspected 
ASG attack on bus 8 June killed 4 in Jolo; landmine blast 15 
June killed 1 army officer, wounded 3 soldiers in Compostela 
Valley. Govt, New People’s Army (NPA) talks in Oslo 14-15 
June failed to break impasse; 13 NPA fighters killed 1 July in 
San Narcisco, Botolan clashes, army 9-10 June captured major 
NPA camp in N Samar following 3 days of clashes; 2 soldiers 
killed 13 June in NPA ambush in Luzon; NPA attack 21 June 
killed 1 soldier, 1 civilian in Davao del Sur. 
�� “China�hails�Philippines’�pullout�in�South�China�Sea”,�BBC,�18�June�2012.

�� Stephanie�Kleine-Ahlbrandt,�“Fish�Story”,�Foreign�Policy,�25�June�2012.�

New�Crisis�Group�Asia�Report�N°225,�The Philippines: Local Politics in the 
Sulu Archipelago and the Peace Process,�15�May�2012.

Thailand  Activists 1 June blockaded parliament in ongoing 
protest over reconciliation bills; debate over legislation later 
suspended. In widely criticised decision, Constitutional Court 
1 June accepted petition to review constitutional amendments, 
petition claimed amendments did not sufficiently safeguard 
role of monarchy; Parliament acceded to Court injunction. 
Govt 19 June extended emergency law in southern provinces 
for further 3 months as violence continued; gunmen 6 June 
killed 2 defence volunteers, wounded 6 in Narathiwat; IED 7 
June wounded 1 soldier in Yala; insurgents 10 June attacked 
police checkpoint in Pattani wounding 2 police, 4 civilians; 
IED attack 13 June wounded 2 Rangers, 2 defence volunteers 
in Chanae District; 3 soldiers killed, 6 wounded 16 June in 
suspected Muslim separatist attack in Yala; 2 govt officials 19 
June shot dead in Narathiwat; 1 soldier, 1 villager wounded 21 
June in Narathiwat bombing. 
�� “Thailand�delays�voting�on�politically-charged�bills”,�Channel�News�Asia,�
12�June�2012.

Europe

Balkans

Bosnia  FBiH govt in limbo as 6 party-coalition collapsed 6 
June over Bosniak Party for Democratic Action (SDA), Social 
Democratic Party (SPD) disagreement on budget; SDA refused 
to withdraw cabinet ministers at state level; SDP seeking to 
form govt with Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ), HDZ 
1990 splinter party, Alliance for a Better Future (SBB). EU FMs 
25 June expressed concern over impact of political instability 
on accession process. ICTY 28 June cleared ex-Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic of 1 of 2 genocide charges, citing 
insufficient evidence. Bosnian court 15 June sentenced 4 
Bosnian Serb ex-soldiers to record prison sentences for part 
in Srebrenica massacre; police 21 June detained 2 ex-military 
commanders in connection with 1995 massacres. 
�� “Bosniak�parties�spat�over�Federation’s�new�govt”,�Balkan�Insight,�20�
June�2012.�

Kosovo  Clashes 28 June after Kosovo Albanians attacked 
Serbs visiting Gazimestan historical site. 2 NATO soldiers, 4 
Kosovo Serb protesters injured 1 June in firefight over removal 
of barricades in N Kosovo. 2 grenades thrown 19 June at 
KFOR Brjnak crossing barracks in N Kosovo. KFOR 22 June 
bolstered security in preparation for opening of Kosovo govt 
office in Serb neighbourhood of Mitrovica. Kosovo nationalist 
activists 21 June pelted convoy of EU envoy Robert Cooper 
during protest against “paternalistic” approach of EU. Same 
day parliament amended legislation to pave way for closure of 
International Civilian Office. Deputy PM Kuçi 22 June resigned 
in protest against passage of penal code EU says undermines 
press freedom. EU 5 June announced extension of EULEX 
mandate until 2014 at reduced manpower.
�� “Dozens�wounded�as�Serbs,�Kosovo�police�clash”,�Reuters,�28�June�2012.�

Macedonia  Ethnic Albanian opposition party Democratic 
Union for Integration leader Ali Ahmeti 13 June called for 
solution to name dispute after elections in Greece, Macedonia, 
U.S.. Opposition Democratic Party of Albanians 22 June 
claimed coalition deal with ethnic Macedonian opposition 
parties SDSM and VMRO-NP close. Govt 13 June revoked 
license of critical A2 TV channel. 
�� “Ahmeti�urges�Macedonia�‘name’�solution�in�2013”,�Balkan�Insight,�13�
June�2012.

Serbia  Socialist leader Dačić 28 June received mandate to 
form govt, coalition expected with Progressives and United 
Regions of Serbia. Senior EU diplomat 20 June said de facto 
Kosovo embassy in Belgrade precondition for EU membership. 
President Nikolić 2 June denied Srebrenica massacre 
constituted genocide prompting boycott of presidential 
inauguration by leaders of other Balkan nations. President 
Nikolić 15 June asserted he would not oppose normalisation of 
relations with Kosovo, but would never recognise it as country; 
Serbia 20 June announced upgrade of next round of dialogue 
with Priština, with President or PM negotiating directly. 
Prosecution Office 22 June announced criminal proceedings 
against 13 prominent figures suspected of helping ICTY war 
crimes suspects Ratko Mladić, Stojan Župljann evade capture. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/16/world/asia/new-freedom-in-myanmar-lets-burmese-air-venom-toward-rohingya-muslim-group.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/b136-reform-in-myanmar-one-year-on.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/burma-myanmar/b136-reform-in-myanmar-one-year-on.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-18490549
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/north-east-asia/china/kleine-ahlbrandt-fish-story.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/philippines/225-the-philippines-local-politics-in-the-sulu-archipelago-and-the-peace-process.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/philippines/225-the-philippines-local-politics-in-the-sulu-archipelago-and-the-peace-process.aspx
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_asiapacific/view/1207146/1/.html
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/bosniak-parties-disagree-over-govt-reconstruction
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/06/28/us-kosovo-serbs-clashes-idUSBRE85R18W20120628
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/ahmeti-favors-2%C3%A5aa3-for-macedonia-name-solution
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War crimes court 27 June sentenced 14 ex-soldiers to 4-20 
years prison for killing Croatian villagers in 1991.     
�� “Serbia�to�move�Kosovo�talks�up�a�notch”,�Balkan�Insight,�20�June�2012.�

Caucasus

Armenia  Month saw escalating clashes with Azerbaijan. 
Increasing tensions between ruling Republican Party of 
Armenia (HHK) and former coalition partner Prosperous 
Armenia (BHK) ahead of 2013 presidential elections; 
Armenian National Congress (HAK) leader Ter-Petrosyan 
voiced support for BHK during 26 June rally held in Yerevan. 
Money laundering case launched by authorities against 
Civilitas NGO run by former FM and BHK MP Vartan 
Oskanyan. President Sargsyan 16 June announced new cabinet.
�� “Struggle�continues:�ANC�declares�support�for�PAP,�prepares�for�
presidential�election”,�Armenia�Now,�27�June�2012.�

New Crisis�Group�Europe�Report�N°217,�Armenia: an Opportunity for 
Statesmanship,�25�June�2012.�Unless�Armenia’s�next�presidential�election�is�
fair�and�gives�its�winner�a�strong�political�mandate,�the�government�will�lack�
the�legitimacy�needed�to�implement�comprehensive�reforms,�tackle�corrup-
tion�and�negotiate�a�peaceful�end�to�the�Nagorno-Karabakh�conflict.

Azerbaijan  Month saw escalating clashes with Armenia. 
Tensions with Turkmenistan increased over Kapaz/Serdar 
oil field in Caspian Sea (see Turkmenistan). Police 12 June 
broke up opposition rally in Baku against legal amendments 
limiting access to information on govt financial and economic 
activities, arrested Republican Alternative (REAL) alliance 
co-chairman Ilgar Mammadov, activists. Parliament same 
day granted President Aliyev, wife immunity from criminal 
prosecution for acts committed in office. Pro-democracy 
blogger detained 13-14 June in Baku, charged with assaulting 
police during May opposition rally. President Aliyev 22 
June pardoned 66 prisoners, including opposition Musavat 
party head Arif Hajili and 8 rights activists detained after 
participating in April 2011 opposition rallies. 
�� “Azerbaijani�Parliament�moves�to�shield�Aliyev,�family�from�scrutiny”,�RFE/
RL,�18�June�2012.�

North Caucasus (Russia)  Chechen authorities 15 June 
claimed assassination bid against President Kadyrov averted 
following killing of 2 militants. At least 23 killed in Dagestan, 
including 5 civilians: security forces 8 June killed 6 militants 
in Yuzhno-Sukhokumsk; Izberbash militant leader Magomed 
Abdusalamov killed 28 June in Tabasaran; several killed 
during counter-terrorism operation in Tsumadinsky, including 
policeman, 2 militants. In Ingushetia: 2 suspected militants 
killed by police in Sunzha district; 2 suspected militants killed 
27 June in Ordzhonikidzevskaya. In Kabardino-Balkaria 
(KBR): interior ministry 8 June announced numerous high-
ranking officials arrested on corruption charges; KBR insurgent 
leader Timur Tatchaev killed 25 June in Nalchik; 2 militants, 
several security officials wounded during 9 June clashes in 
Baksan. Authorities in Karachayevo-Cherkessia 13 June said 
militant leader Umar Baichorov killed in Malokarachaevsky.
�� “Report�of�thwarted�bid�to�assassinate�Chechen�leader�fails�to�convince”,�
RFE/RL,�16�June�2012.

Georgia  President Saakashvili 30 June named Interior Minister 
Vano Merabishvili new PM. Opposition denounced seizure of 
some 300,000 satellite dishes during late-month police raids as 
attack against freedom of speech; authorities said action part of 
investigation into vote-buying by opposition Georgian Dream 
coalition. Court 11 June fined Georgian Dream leader Bidzina 
Ivanishvi $90 million for violating electoral, political funding 
laws; fine later reduced to $45.4 million; Ivanishvi called 
decision absurd, refused to pay; court 29 June rejected appeal 
by Ivanishvi to restore Georgian citizenship. U.S. Secretary 
of State Clinton 5-6 June met President Saakashvili, pledged 
support for Georgian coastal defence, urged consolidation 
of democratic gains, said U.S. to recognise Abkhaz, South 
Ossetian “status neutral” passports issued by govt. Abkhaz FM 
25 June said Georgia “terrorising” inhabitants in Gali district, 
urged U.S., UN, OSCE to pressure Georgia. 
�� “Georgia’s�billionaire�politician�to�become�poorer�by�$90-plus�million”,�
Eurasianet,�12�June�2012.

Nagorno-Karabakh (Azerbaijan)  Armenia 4 June accused 
Azerbaijan of cross-border incursion into Armenian Tavush 
region killing 3 Armenian soldiers; Azerbaijan denied 
involvement. Azerbaijan reported 5 Azeri soldiers killed 5 
June during clashes with “Armenian saboteurs” infiltrating 
Azerbaijan’s Qazah district, 2 officers severely wounded 11 
June in mine blast along Line of Contact, border positions 
shelled same day, 1 soldier killed 19 June by separatist 
Nagorno-Karabakh forces. Authorities 6 June said 1 soldier 
killed repelling Azeri incursion, 18 June claimed 1,000 cease-
fire violations by Azerbaijan in 1-week. During regional 
tour, U.S. Secretary of State Clinton 4 June warned tensions 
could escalate into broader conflict. OSCE chairman Eamon 
Gilmore 12 June urged restraint, said parties should not 
attempt to resolve dispute by force; U.S., France, Russia 19 June 
issued joint statement calling on Armenia, Azerbaijan to take 
“decisive steps” to resolve conflict.
�� “Military�clashes�between�Armenia�and�Azerbaijan�threaten�stability�in�
region”,�Jamestown�Foundation,�13�June�2012.

Eastern Europe

Belarus  President Lukashenko 12 June amnestied 2,600 
prisoners to mark 3 July Independence Day; EU demanded 
9 political prisoners be included in release. Senior EEAS 
official 18 June said travel ban could be expanded if repression 
continued. Police 21 June detained Polish journalist Andrzej 
Poczobut for slandering President Lukashenko.
�� “Belarus’�Lukashenko�plans�amnesty”,�RIA�Novosti,�12�June�2012.���

Moldova  PM Filat, Transdneister leader Shevchuk 21 June met 
under OSCE auspices in Germany; OSCE hailed rising trust 
between parties.
�� “OSCE�hosts�meeting�between�Moldovan�and�Transdniestrian�leaders”,�
The�Financial,�21�June�2012.�

Ukraine  President Yanukovych early June indicated willingness 
to pardon jailed ex-PM Tymoshenko, but said amnesty beyond 
his legal authority; Deputy Prosecutor 19 June announced 
plans to charge Tymoshenko in connection with 1996 murder 
of MP; EU ambassador to Ukraine 18 June barred from visiting 

http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/serbian-prime-minister-or-president-to-conduct-kosovo-talks
http://armenianow.com/print/39004
http://armenianow.com/print/39004
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/south-caucasus/armenia/217-armenia-an-opportunity-for-statesmanship.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/south-caucasus/armenia/217-armenia-an-opportunity-for-statesmanship.aspx
http://www.rferl.org/content/azerbaijan-ilham-aliyev-wife-immunity-from-prosecution/24614499.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/chechnya-thwarted-kadyrov-assassination-report-unconvincing/24616244.html
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/65529
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews%5btt_news%5d=39489&tx_ttnews%5bbackPid%5d=13&cHash=220dfb337c15d4a462722f61cdf32654
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews%5btt_news%5d=39489&tx_ttnews%5bbackPid%5d=13&cHash=220dfb337c15d4a462722f61cdf32654
http://en.ria.ru/world/20120612/173990657.html
http://finchannel.com/news_flash/World/111428_OSCE_hosts_meeting_between_Moldovan_and_Transdniestrian_leaders/
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Tymoshenko in hospital; Tymoshenko 25 June announced 
refusal to appear for tax-evasion trial, citing health concerns. 
Protesters, police clashed in Kiev after 5 June parliamentary 
approval of bill allowing use of Russian in 13 of 27 regions.  
�� “Ukraine’s�President�says�he�has�no�authority�to�pardon�Tymoshenko”,�
New�York�Times,�15�June�2012.�

Western Europe/Mediterranean 

Cyprus  President Christofias 4 June insisted Cyprus’ EU 
presidency would be exercised with neutrality, declared 
desire to continue reunification talks with Turkish Cypriots; 
UNSG Special Adviser Downer 22 June said no new meetings 
planned between 2 leaders; EU Enlargement Commissioner 
Füle 21 June warned against ending talks, said “no plan B” 
to reunification; Turkish Cypriot leader Eroğlu expressed 
preference for confidence-building measures “instead of 
negotiating for nothing” during Cypriot EU Presidency. 
�� “Turkey�sticks�to�boycott�of�Cyprus�EU�presidency”,�Reuters,�7�June�2012.�

�� For�latest�report�see�Crisis�Group�Europe�Report�N°216,�Aphrodite’s Gift: 
Can Cypriot Gas Power a New Dialogue?,�2�April�2012.�

Turkey  Turkish govt 22 June said fighter jet shot down by 
Syria in international airspace, 2 pilots missing; following 26 
June article IV NATO consultations PM Erdoğan instructed 
Turkish army to treat Syrian military units approaching 
border as threat. 8 Turkish soldiers killed 19 June in PKK 
assault on govt post in Hakkari province, 31 PKK insurgents 
killed in retaliatory clashes, including 22-24 June airstrikes on 
PKK bases in N Iraq. 3 soldiers killed 24-26 June in clashes 
in Mardin, Hakkari provinces. 2 teachers released 25 June 
following 21 June PKK raid on convoy in Bitlis, 1 soldier still 
held. Over 140 detained during Turkish police operations 
against Kurdish Communities Union, including politicians, 
local pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) officials. 
BDP 19 June urged both PKK and state to cease hostilities. 
Kurdish Deputy Aysel Tuğluk 12 June found guilty of engaging 
in crimes, propaganda on behalf of PKK. 
�� “Turkey�warns�Syria�against�approaching�border,�draws�defiance�from�
Assad”,�Washington Post,�27�June�2012.�

Latin America
Bolivia  Govt 27 June announced agreement with police rebels 
after violent protests over wages, working conditions. Army 
deployed 15 June following clashes between mining employees, 
cooperative mining workers in Colquiri.
�� “Striking�Bolivian�police�clash�with�government�supporters”,�Chicago 
Tribune,�25�June�2012.

Colombia  Congress 14 June passed constitutional reforms 
opening door to truth commission: reforms allow govt to apply 
judicial and non-judicial transitional justice mechanisms in 
context of peace process, authorise selection, prioritisation of 
crimes for prosecution, introduce possibility of limited political 
participation of demobilised fighters. President, Congress 27 
June repealed reform potentially preventing investigations into 
politicians’ ties to armed groups following 22 June resignation 

of Justice Minister Esguerra in protest. Army killed 12 FARC 
fighters in Nechí and Antioquia; FARC killed 4 security force 
members, 2 civilians in S, NW. Police 16 June arrested new 
illegal armed group Los Rastrojos leader in Antioquia. 
�� “Colombian�Congress�approves�landmark�peace�talks�law”,�BBC,�15�June�
2012.

New Crisis�Group�Latin�America�Report�N°41,�Dismantling Colombia’s 
New Illegal Armed Groups: Lessons from a Surrender,�8�June�2012.�The�sur-
render�of�the�Popular�Revolutionary�Anti-Terrorist�Army�of�Colombia�(ERPAC)�
exposed�justice�system�and�government�strategy�shortcomings�that�unless�
corrected�will�hamper�efforts�to�combat�groups�which�are�now�top�security�
challenges.�

Ecuador  President Correa 10 June raised possibility 
of ministerial boycott of private media, closed 6 radio, 
2 TV stations. Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) 
delegates 1 June accepted Ecuador’s proposal to create 
new regional human rights monitoring body. 
�� “Ecuador�steps�up�campaign�against�media”,�International�Press�Institute,�
12�June�2012.

Guatemala  Court 13 June authorised extradition to U.S. 
of suspected drug trafficker Horst Overdick. Suspected 
Mexican Sinaloa cartel member Walter Montejo arrested 10 
June.  2 suspected participants in 2010-2011 Zetas drug cartel 
massacres arrested 10 June; court 27 June sentenced 36 alleged 
Zetas suspects for various crimes including dismemberment of 
state prosecutor.
�� “Guatemala�court�OKs�extradition�of�suspected�drug�boss�to�U.S.”,�
Reuters,�13�June�2012.

Haiti  President Martelly 19 June released amended 
constitution giving Haitians residing abroad right to own land, 
vote in elections, bid for local public offices; amendments also 
provide for formation of permanent electoral council and 
constitutional council. Govt 6 June confirmed continuation 
of compensation to ex-soldiers despite May violence. At least 
1,000 demonstrated 26 June in Port-au-Prince against govt 
plans to clear shantytowns.
�� “New�Haitian�constitution�gives�citizens�abroad�more�rights,�sets�up�
elections”,�AP,�20�June�2012.

Mexico  2 political figures shot dead 11 June in Guerrero, 
Chiapas. 90,000 protested 10 June against presidential front-
runner Enrique Peña Nieto in Mexico City. Constitutional 
amendment 6 June passed making attacks on press federal 
offence; Veracruz Governor Javier Duarte early month 
announced plans to establish special commission to protect 
journalists. Journalist Víctor Chinos 14 June found killed in 
Xalapa. 14 dismembered bodies discovered 8 June in El Mante, 
Tamaulipas State; 14 mutilated bodies found 12 June, Veracruz; 
remains of 11 people found in mass grave in Lerdo de Tejada, 
Veracruz; 14 bodies discovered 23 June in Mante, Tamaulipas. 
At least 8 killed 2 June in separate attacks in Acapulco. 11 
killed 3 June in armed attack on drug rehabilitation centre 
in Torreon. 25 June shootout in Mexico City airport left 3 
policemen dead; 29 June bomb in Nuevo Laredo injured 7; 30 
June shootout with police in Xalapa left 1 dead. U.S. 12 June 
arrested senior Zetas drug leader José Morales, 6 others; army 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/16/world/europe/ukraine-president-viktor-yanukovich-says-he-has-no-authority-to-pardon-yulia-tymoshenko.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/06/07/us-turkey-eu-idUSBRE85615S20120607
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/turkey-cyprus/cyprus/216-aphrodites-gift-can-cypriot-gas-power-a-new-dialogue.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/europe/turkey-cyprus/cyprus/216-aphrodites-gift-can-cypriot-gas-power-a-new-dialogue.aspx
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/nato-condemns-downing-of-turkish-jet-by-syria/2012/06/26/gJQAjZqs3V_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/nato-condemns-downing-of-turkish-jet-by-syria/2012/06/26/gJQAjZqs3V_story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-bolivia-policebre85o13y-20120625,0,7753924.story
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-18454007
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/041-dismantling-colombias-new-illegal-armed-groups-lessons-from-a-surrender.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/041-dismantling-colombias-new-illegal-armed-groups-lessons-from-a-surrender.aspx
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.freemedia.at/home/singleview/article/ecuador-steps-up-campaign-against-media.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/06/14/us-guatemala-drugs-idUSBRE85D02720120614
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/new-haitian-constitution-gives-citizens-abroad-more-rights-sets-up-elections/2012/06/19/gJQAl16joV_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/new-haitian-constitution-gives-citizens-abroad-more-rights-sets-up-elections/2012/06/19/gJQAl16joV_story.html
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14 June arrested alleged top figure of Zetas cartel Gregorio 
Villanueva.
�� “Mexico�violence�escalates�as�elections�approach”,�LA Times,�14�June�
2012.

Venezuela  8 presidential candidates registered with National 
Election Council (CNE) ahead of 7 Oct polls, including 
President Chávez, opposition MUD presidential candidate 
Henrique Capriles. Authorities 3 June announced arrest of 
“Diego Rastrojo”, major drug trafficker and leader of new 
illegal armed group, plans to extradite him to Colombia. Govt 
1 June announced new law banning private gun ownership. 
President Chávez 14 June said country producing surveillance 
drones, weapons as part of cooperation with Iran, Russia, 
China. “Anti-Chávez” TV channel Globovision 29 June paid 
$2.1 million fine for coverage of 2011 prison riot.
�� “CNE�admitió�8�postulaciones�para�elección�presidencial”,�El Universal,�14�
June�2012.

New�Crisis�Group�Latin�America�Report�N°42,�Dangerous Uncertainty 
Ahead of Venezuela’s Elections,�26�June�2012.�Uncertainty�over�President�
Hugo�Chávez’s�health�deepens�Venezuela’s�fragility�ahead�of�presidential�
elections�in�October�and�sparks�fears�of�instability.�

Paraguay  President Fernando Lugo removed from office 22 
June by senate after 17 killed during clashes between farmers, 
police over land occupation, replaced by VP Federico Franco; 
new interior minister with ties to opposition Colorado 
Party appointed. Several Latin American govts vowed not 
to recognise new govt; Union of South American Nations 
(UNASUR) condemned Lugo impeachment, suspended 
country from Common Market of the South (MERCOSUR); 
Lugo late-month expressed intention of returning to power but 
opposed sanctions against country.
�� “Paraguay’s�president�Fernando�Lugo�ousted�from�office”,�Guardian,�27�
June�2012.�

Middle East/North Africa

Eastern Mediterranean

Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territories  Palestinian militant, 
Israeli soldier killed 1 June during gunfight on Gaza border. 
Militants 18 June launched cross-border attack from Egypt 
into southern Israel, Israeli civilian, 3 militants killed; Israel 
retaliated with airstrikes against Gaza killing at least 10 
Palestinians; Palestinian militant groups, including Hamas, 
launched rockets into Israel, several Israelis injured; 2nd Egypt-
brokered truce holding. Hamas operative assassinated 28 June 
in Damascus. Israeli PM Netanyahu 6 June ordered 851 new 
West Bank settlement homes built including 300 in Beit El 
settlement as part of deal with settlers to evacuate 5 buildings 
on private Palestinian land. Palestinian President Abbas 8 June 
expressed willingness to accept “non-member state” status at 
UN. Israeli State Comptroller 13 June criticised PM Netanyahu 
over 2010 Mavi Marmara raid. Former Palestinian footballer 
al-Sarsak 19 June ended 90-day hunger strike in exchange for 
early release from Israeli administrative detention; Palestinian 
prisoner Hassan Safadi 21 June restarted hunger strike after 

Israel renewed administrative detention; rights groups claim 
violation of May prisoner agreement. UK-govt backed report 
found Israeli treatment of detained Palestinian children in 
breach of Geneva Convention, UN convention on child rights. 
Russian President Putin 25 June began visit to Israel, West 
Bank.  
�� “Hamas�flexes�muscle�after�period�of�‘calm’”,�BBC,�21�June�2012.�

�� Nathan�Thrall,�“The�third�intifada�is�inevitable”,�New York Times,�22�June�
2012.�

�� For�latest�report�see�Crisis�Group�Middle�East�Report�N°122,�The Emperor 
Has No Clothes: Palestinians and the End of the Peace Process,�7�May�
2012.

Lebanon  At least 15 killed, 20 injured in 2-4 June Tripoli 
clashes between Alawite supporters, Sunni opponents of Syrian 
regime; army deployed to restore calm. Shiite gunmen 26 June 
erected roadblocks in Beirut following detention of Shiite in 
connection with 25 June attack on offices of New TV seen as 
critical of Syrian regime. Clashes erupted 15 June in Palestinian 
Nahr al-Bared refugee camp following arrest of 2 Palestinians 
by Lebanese army, 1 killed. 
�� “Lebanon�sucked�into�Syria�crisis”,�BBC,�29�June�2012.�

         Syria  Month saw continued insecurity, massacres of 
civilians: UN/Arab League Envoy Annan 2 June warned 

of all-out sectarian war; UNSG Ban 8 June said little evidence 
govt complying with peace plan; UN Peacekeeping head 
Ladsous 12 June said Syria in civil war; UN Supervision 
Mission (UNSMIS) 16 June suspended operations due to 
increased risk to monitors, lack of willingness by parties to 
seek peaceful transition; President Assad 27 June reported 
Syria in state of war. Turkey said fighter jet downed 22 June by 
Syria in international airspace, search and rescue plane shot at 
25 June; PM Erdoğan 26 June instructed Turkish army to treat 
Syrian military units approaching border as threat; NATO SG 
Rasmussen said NATO stood by Turkey following Article IV 
consultations. Activists claimed pro-regime militias 31 May 
executed 13 workers near Qusair, 7 June slaughtered 78 
civilians in Mazraat al-Qubair. Regime said 25 men shot by 
rebels in Darat Izza; 7 executed during attack on pro-govt TV 
station in Drusha. Heavy shelling of towns by regime 
continued, including Deraa, Homs; fierce fighting reported 26 
June in Damascus between Free Syrian Army, elite Republican 
Guard. Newly-formed UN Action Group 30 June backed 
Annan calls for national unity govt. Opposition Syrian 
National Council 10 June elected Kurdish activist Abdelbaset 
Sayda as new chairman. President Assad 6 June appointed 
Agriculture Minister and loyalist Riad Hijab as new PM. 
�� “Shabiha�militia�member�tells�it�like�it�is”,�PBS,�15�June�2011.

�� Louise�Arbour,�“For�Justice�and�Civilians,�Don’t�Rule�Out�Regime�Change”,�
The Globe and Mail,�26�June�2012.�

�� For�latest�report�see�Crisis�Group�Middle�East�Briefing�N°33,�Syria’s Phase 
of Radicalisation,�10�April�2012.�

Gulf

Bahrain  Large anti-govt rallies 8 June in numerous locations 
broken up by police. Al-Wefaq leader Sheik Ali Salman 
reportedly attacked during 22 June march outside Manama. 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-mexico-violence-20120615,0,2293895.story
http://rayma.eluniversal.com/nacional-y-politica/elecciones-2012/120614/cne-admitio-8-postulaciones-para-eleccion-presidencial
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela/042-dangerous-uncertainty-ahead-of-venezuelas-elections.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela/042-dangerous-uncertainty-ahead-of-venezuelas-elections.aspx
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jun/22/paraguay-fernando-lugo-ousted
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18534424
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/israel-palestine/op-eds/thrall-the-third-intifada-is-inevitable.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/israel-palestine/122-the-emperor-has-no-clothes-palestinians-and-the-end-of-the-peace-process.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/israel-palestine/122-the-emperor-has-no-clothes-palestinians-and-the-end-of-the-peace-process.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18655845
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/world/jan-june12/syria_06-15.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/op-eds/arbour-for-justice-and-civilians-dont-rule-out-regime-change.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/egypt-syria-lebanon/syria/b033-syrias-phase-of-radicalisation.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/egypt-syria-lebanon/syria/b033-syrias-phase-of-radicalisation.aspx


11

Appeals court 14 June convicted 9 doctors, acquitted 9, for role 
in last year’s uprising. 11-year-old accused of taking part in 
anti-govt protests released 11 June pending 5 July ruling. Govt 
26 June announced decision to pay $2.6 million in restitution 
to families of people killed in 2011 uprising. 
�� “Bahrain�convicts�9�medical�personnel�of�protest�links;�9�others�freed”,�
AP,�14�June�2012.

Iran  IAEA 8 June said lack of progress in talks with Iran 
“disappointing”. Chinese President Hu Jintao 8 June urged 
Iranian flexibility over nuclear issue, cooperation with IAEA. 
Iranian Ambassador to IAEA 12 June said sanctions made 
country more determined to continue nuclear activities. 18-
19 June talks between P5+1, Iran in Moscow ended without 
breakthrough; EU foreign policy head Ashton said discussions 
to continue on technical level. Washington Post 19 June 
reported U.S., Israel collaborating on new “Flame” computer 
virus targeting Iranian nuclear program. Parliament 5 June re-
elected conservative Ahmadinejad rival Ali Larijani as speaker. 
�� “Iran�nuclear�stand-off:�Travelling�circus�of�talks�continues”,�BBC,�20�June�
2012.

�� Ali�Vaez,�“Iran’s�nuclear�calculus”,�Frontline,�21�June�2012.�

New�Crisis�Group�Middle�East�Briefing�N°34,�P5+1, Iran, and the Perils of 
Nuclear Brinkmanship,�15�June�2012.�The�nuclear�negotiations�with�Iran�that�
resume�in�Moscow�on�Monday�are�likely�to�hit�a�wall�and,�without�a�change�in�
approach,�risk�break-down�with�dire�consequences.�

Iraq  Political crisis continued: Shiite Cleric Moqtada Sadr 24 
June said PM al-Maliki must be removed for govt reforms to 
take place; al-Maliki proposed early elections unless parties 
agreed to negotiate end to power-sharing problems. Month 
saw numerous attacks against Shiites across Baghdad: Islamic 
State of Iraq claimed responsibility for 4 June attack on Shiite 
endowment office killing several, 11 June suicide bombing 
outside Shiite religious office killed some 26, wounded 
over 190; 10 June bombings killed at least 6, wounded 38 
in Kadhimiya; Shiite pilgrims attacked 13 June, at least 93 
killed, more than 50 wounded; 2 car bombs 16 June killed at 
least 32 near Kadhimiya; 2 bombs 22 June targeted market in 
Husseiniya killing at least 8, injuring more than 50; 27 June 
bombings targeted tribal sheikh in Mada’in, killed 3 children 
in Ghazaliya district;  bombs 28 June targeted Washash, police 
patrol in Aby Dsheer killing 1. Govt building targeted same 
day in Taji. Suicide bomber 18 June killed at least 15, injured 
over 40 at funeral in Baquba. Turkish airstrikes began 22 June 
against PKK bases in Iraqi-Kurdistan (see Turkey). 
�� “Has�sectarian�violence�returned�to�Iraq?”,�Al�Jazeera,�18�June�2012.

�� For�latest�report�see�Crisis�Group�Middle�East�Report�N°120,�Iraq and the 
Kurds: The High-Stakes Hydrocarbons Gambit,�19�April�2012.�

Saudi Arabia  Crown Prince Nayef died 16 June; 77-year-old 
Defence Minister Prince Salman named heir apparent.  
�� “Crown�Prince’s�death�raises�succession�questions”,�BBC,�18�June�2012.

Jordan  New electoral law passed 19 June allowing voters to 
cast 1 ballot for a local candidate and another for national 
party list, increasing Chamber of Deputies seats; opposition 
claimed changes insufficient. Syrian pilot 21 June granted 
political asylum after flying fighter jet into Jordan.
�� “Jordan�parliament�approves�electoral�law”,�AFP,�19�June�2012.

Yemen  U.S.-backed offensive against Islamic militants 
intensified: army re-captured southern towns Zinzibar, Jaar, 
Shaqra, Azzan from Islamic militants following heavy fighting, 
air strikes. Suicide bomber 18 June killed commander of 
military forces Major General Salem Ali Qatan; al-Qaeda in 
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) claimed responsibility; security 
forces 22 June detained suspected local al-Qaeda leader Sami 
Dayyan in connection. Govt 19 June foiled plot to attack 
foreign embassies in Sanaa; govt same day announced killing 
of Salah al-Jawhari who directed AQAP suicide bombers. 
Army 20 June killed at least 11 Islamic militants, including 
senior military leaders of Islamist group Ansar al-Sharia in 
Abyan province. Ansar al-Sharia 1 June announced release 
of 27 soldiers after they vowed to quit army. Govt admitted 
mistakenly killing International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) staff member during 20 June airstrike. Northern 
Houthi Shiite rebels 5 June agreed to talks with govt to resolve 
political conflicts. 
�� “As�violence�rises,�U.S.�and�allies�pulled�into�Yemen”,�Reuters,�1�June�
2012.

North Africa

Algeria  National Election Monitoring Commission (CNISEL) 
3 June reported legitimacy of May legislative elections 
compromised by violations. Authorities 4 June said UN 
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances 
(WGEID) to oversee investigation into missing person cases, 
forced disappearances during 1990s. Delegation from Tuareg 
Islamist group Ansar Dine 21 June arrived in Algeria for talks 
on Mali crisis. Air force 20 June reportedly destroyed 3 vehicles 
in southern Tataouine supposedly transporting weapons from 
Libya.  
�� “La�Cnisel�juge�les�législatives�«non�crédibles�et�non�transparentes»�:�Pour�
sauver�l’honneur”,�DNA,�2�June�2012.�

Egypt  Month saw Muslim Brotherhood candidate Mohammad 
Mursi inaugurated president after winning 16-17 June 
presidential run-off; 24 June announcement by electoral 
commission (PEC) followed mass protests in Tahrir Square, 
accusations military junta (SCAF) consolidating power. 
Justice Ministry 13 June granted military powers to arrest 
civilians; decree annulled 26 June by court. Supreme Court 14 
June dissolved Parliament after finding law on parliamentary 
elections breached equality between independent and party 
candidates, same day ruled “political exclusion law” passed by 
parliament unconstitutional. SCAF 18 June issued declaration 
granting itself sweeping powers, control over budget, 
legislation, constitution-writing process. Deal reached 8 June 
over selection of 100-member Constituent Assembly following 
talks between heads of 22 political parties, SCAF. Court 2 
June sentenced former president Mubarak to life in prison for 
complicity in killing of protesters; acquitted 4 interior ministry 
officials, 2 local security chiefs, sparking protests;  court 28 
June jailed 12 including former oil minister Samih Fahmi over 
Israel gas deal.   
�� “In�“Islamist”�Egypt,�generals�still�have�final�say”,�Reuters,�29�June�2012.�

�� For�latest�report�see�Crisis�Group�Middle�East/North�Africa�Report�N°121,�
Lost in Transition: The World According to Egypt’s SCAF,�24�April�2012.�
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Libya  Authorities in Zintan 8 June detained 4-member ICC 
defence delegation, alleged ICC-appointed defence lawyer 
transmitted letter harming “national security” during meeting 
with defendant Saif Qadhafi; ICC president Sang-Hyun Song 
demanded immediate release, cited diplomatic immunity; Deputy 
FM Abdel Aziz 6 June requested ICC cooperation, ICC 22 June 
promised to investigate allegations of wrongdoing upon release 
after visit by high-level Libyan delegation. ICC Pre-Trial Cham-
ber 1 June postponed request for Saif Qadhafi’s surrender to ICC 
until decision reached over trial location. At least 105 killed, 500 
injured in week-long clashes around Mizdah and Sghegha between 
Zintani militia, al-Mashasha tribe supportive of Qadhafi; govt 16 
June called for immediate ceasefire, sent troops to end fighting. 
Tarhouna fighters 4 June occupied Tripoli airport demanding 
release of al-Awfea brigade leader believed detained by NTC; NTC 
forces retook airport after few hours, up to 40 arrested. Clashes in 
Kufra after army sent to quell fighting between rival Tebu, Zway 
tribes, over 60 killed. Convoy carrying UK Ambassador attacked 
11 June. Bomb exploded 6 June outside U.S. diplomatic mission in 
Benghazi. Red Cross office in Misrata attacked 12 June, 1 wounded. 
Bomb exploded 26 June outside Tunisian consulate in Tripoli 
following 24 June extradition of former PM al-Mahmoudi from 
Tunisia; defence lawyer claimed al-Mahmoudi tortured upon 
arrival. First trial of senior Qadhafi-era official, former intelli-
gence chief Buzeid Dorda, began 5 June. Supreme Court 14 June 
annulled recent law criminalising Qadhafi glorification, said law 
unconstitutional. Election commission head 10 June announced 
National Assembly elections delayed until 7 July to provide more 
time for campaigning, printing ballots.
�� “Snatched�and�detained:�Libya’s�“jungle�law””,�Reuters,�21�June�2012.

Mauritania  Opposition party Coordination for Democratic Oppo-
sition 9 June refused to recognise electoral commission (CENI) 
after presidential decree naming new CENI director. Court 10 June 
sentenced former human rights commissioner Mohamed Ould 
Dadde, in prison since 2010, to additional 3 years for embezzle-
ment. Concerns over state of health of head of Initiative for Abo-

litionist Resurgence Birame Ould Abeid after doctors prevented 
from visiting him in prison. 
�� “Le�commissaire�aux�droits�de�l’homme�Lemine�Ould�Dadde�condamné�à�
trois�ans�de�prison”,�RFI,�11�June�2012.

Tunisia  Month saw mounting political crisis caused by 24 June 
extradition of former Libyan PM Mahmoudi to Libya; President 
Marzouki 25 June said extradition “illegal”, decision taken without 
consultation, rebuked PM Jebali for allowing the extradition; 75 
parliamentarians 27 June signed motion for no-confidence vote 
in Ennahda-led govt. Salafists 11-12 June clashed with police after 
defacing controversial art exhibition in Tunis, over 100 arrested; 
govt 13 June condemned rioting as acts of terrorism, 3-15 June 
imposed night time curfew. Military court 13 June sentenced in 
absentia ousted president Ben Ali to 20 years imprisonment on 
charges including incitement to murder. Former PM Beji Caid 
Sebsi 16 June launched new secularist political party Nida Tunisia. 
Al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahri 10 June called on Tunisians 
to defend Islamic law.
�� “Calm�returns�to�Tunis�after�riots�but�fears�remain”,�Reuters,�13�June�
2012.

�� William�Laurence,�“L’exception�tunisienne�malgré�tout”,�Jeune Afrique,�10�
June�2012.�

New�Crisis�Group�Middle�East/North�Africa�Report�N°124,�Tunisia: Confront-
ing Social and Economic Challenges,�6�June�2012.�Formidable�social�and�
economic�challenges�threaten�to�undermine�–�or�even�halt�–�progress�in�
Tunisia,�despite�the�country’s�positive�transition�to�democracy.

Western Sahara Spanish Foreign Minister Garcia-Margallo 20 
June urged UN special envoy on Western Sahara Christopher 
Ross to engage with “central issues” surrounding disputed 
territory, called for lasting solution within framework of UNSC 
resolutions. UNSG Ban 17 June named Wolfgang Weisbrod-
Weber new MINURSO head.
�� “Reshuffling�Morocco’s�Diplomatic�Cadre”,�Morocco�News�Board,�6�June�
2012.�
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