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Abstract 

As the Arab Spring turned to Islamic Winter with waves of anti-U.S. demonstrations and new Islamist regimes 
across the Middle East and North Africa, China has been quietly asserting its influence while U.S. presence 
begins to wane. The U.S. pivot towards the Asia Pacific reinforces this after a decade of war in the Middle East. 
Paradoxically, while the U.S. is pivoting eastward to contain China in the Asia Pacific, the resurgent Middle 
Kingdom is pivoting westward on its new Silk Road across the Greater Middle East. In the Eastern Mediterra-
nean, China has become more assertive in its stance regarding Syria with three UNSC vetoes, dispatched its 
warships to the Mediterranean in a “show of flags”, and is courting Egypt’s new government under Morsi. 
Given this, it is important that U.S. Combatant Commands around the Mediterranean Sea— CENTCOM, but 
also EUCOM, AFRICOM and NATO would need to incorporate the China factor into their Area of Responsibility 
(AOR) and Mediterranean equation. 

About ISPSW 

The Institute for Strategic, Political, Security and Economic Consultancy (ISPSW) is a private institute for 
research and consultancy. The ISPSW is objective and task oriented and is above party politics. 

In an ever more complex international environment of globalized economic processes and worldwide political, 
ecological, social and cultural change, bringing major opportunities but also risks, decision-makers in enter-
prises and politics depend more than ever before on the advice of highly qualified experts. 

ISPSW offers a range of services, including strategic analyses, security consultancy, executive coaching and 
intercultural competency. ISPSW publications examine a wide range of topics connected with politics, econo-
my, international relations, and security/ defense. ISPSW network experts have worked – in some cases for 
decades – in executive positions and possess a wide range of experience in their respective specialist areas.  
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ANALYSIS
 

China’s Strategic Interests in the Levant/Eastern Mediterranean 
 
In the aftermath of the Arab Spring and Libya experience, China is primarily concerned about protecting its 
national interest and the security of Chinese citizens abroad. The globalization of China’s economy has brought 
the Middle East as a region—quite remote previously—much closer now as it relates to China’s national inter-
est. 1 For Beijing, the Middle East is first and foremost a region of energy resources to feed Chinese growing 
economy, which is vital for CCP (Chinese Communist Party) legitimacy and survival. It is also a market for 
Chinese labor export, a hub of Chinese export products onto Europe and Africa, and forward front and key 
arena where China protects its national unity such as the ‘One China Policy’, and combats terrorism and East 
Turkistan separatist forces, or ETIM (East Turkistan Islamic Movement). In short, China fears the new Islamist 
regimes in Arab Spring countries will be more supportive of separatist Muslim Uygurs in Xinjiang which threat-
ens China’s national sovereignty and territorial integrity, and deny access to energy supplies. Thus the post 
Arab Spring/Islamic Winter shift in Arab Mediterranean Countries, especially in Egypt and the Levant, directly 
impacts China’s core interests2 and China will increasingly exercise military power to protect its interests.3  
 
Syria. In Syria, China’s support of Assad’s regime is driven by its Libyan experience, fortified by reports of 
Chinese Uyghurs fighting alongside al-Qaeda and other jihadists against Assad in Syria.4 The Arab Spring caught 
China by surprise and Beijing has not fared well in its aftermath. China fears that western military intervention 
in crucial energy markets and propping up pro-Western regimes could eventually restrict Beijing’s access to oil 
and gas.5 A case in point is in Libya, when after the Qaddafi regime fell, Beijing was shocked by the public 
announcement from the Libyan oil company AGOCO that they “don’t have a problem with Western countries, 
but may have political issues with Russia and China.” 6 China had to evacuate over 36,000 Chinese nationals 
from Libya and lost over $20 billion in investments when the Qaddafi regime was ousted. Because China 
perceived it was tricked by Westerners on UNSCR 1973 which NATO exploited to oust Gaddafi under the fig leaf 
of Responsibility to Protect (R2P), it is now taking a harsh stance in Syria via its UNSC veto. Beijing does not 
want Syria becoming another Libya, and is siding with Russia to counterbalance U.S. influence in the region.  
 
China also fears globalization of Chinese Uyghur jihadists in ETIM and TIP (Turkistan Islamic Party), which tradi-
tionally enjoyed safe haven in the AfPak region as well as support in Turkey. It fears that Chinese Uyghurs 
would be able to garner global jihadists support from al-Qaeda, AQIM (which attacked Chinese interests in 
Algeria in 2009), and others for their cause. Indeed in FATA, China already fears TIP’s close ties with al-Qaeda, 
                                                 
1 “Turmoil in Middle East and Chinese Interests Overseas,” by Ma Hong [Senior Research Fellow at the Center for Energy 
Strategy, China University of Petroleum], China-US Focus, April 24, 2011. 
2 According to Chief of the General Staff Chen Bingde, China’s core interests are national sovereignty, national security, 
territorial integrity and national unity, and national economic development (China Daily, May 19, 2011). 
3 Dennis J. Blasko, “Politics and the PLA: Security Social Stability”, China Brief, Vol. 12, Issue 7, March 30, 2012. 
4 Christopher Bodeen, “Beijing report says Chinese Muslims fighting with al-Qaida in Syria,” Associated Press, October 30, 
2012. 
5 Melinda Liu, “China’s Libya Connection”, The Daily Beast, June 21, 2011. 
6 Yun Sun, “What China has learned from its Libya Experience”, Asia Pacific Bulletin, No 152, East West Center, February 27, 
2012. 
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 which trains TIP and placed its leader, a Chinese Uyghur named Abdul Shakoor Turkistani, as new commander 

of al-Qaeda’s Pakistan forces and training camp in 2011, just a few weeks before Osama bin Laden was killed.7  
Thus China is concerned about the internationalization of Chinese Uyghurs’ separatist cause. 
 
This is underscored in October, when Chinese press broke news that Chinese Uyghurs were fighting alongside 
al-Qaeda and other jihadists against the Assad regime, saying the link between Xinjiang terrorists and interna-
tional terror groups ‘seriously undermine China’s national security”.8 This is significant in that many foreign 
fighters from Libya, Iraq and elsewhere have been mentioned in Syria, but this is the first mention of Chinese 
fighters. As such, China sees the U.S. and the West as supporting al-Qaeda and ETIM (East-Turkestan Islamic 
Movement)—Jihadists that threaten to overthrow Chinese government in Xinjiang. So rather than China being 
on the “wrong side of history” as accused by Secretary Clinton, the U.S. and the West are on the wrong side of 
Chinese history. China has thus taken a more proactive stance in Syria with UNSC vetoes alongside Russia, in 
order to safeguard their interests and defy a repeat of what they saw was Western duplicity of UNSCR 1973, to 
the detriment of Chinese interests. 
 
Egypt. China is also courting Egypt, a geostrategic pivot state controlling the Suez Canal and in close proximity 
to the Horn of Africa, to further project its influence in the Middle East and Africa. Morsi chose to visit Beijing 
rather than Washington for his first official visit outside the Middle East, because he is trying to diversify away 
from dependency on U.S. economic and military aid. Egypt by no means is replacing U.S. with China yet, since 
recent Chinese loan of $200 million pales in comparison to U.S. aid of $1.3 billion, but he is rather hedging 
Egypt from being held hostage to U.S. foreign policy due to its dependency.9 Beijing has also pursued agree-
ments that enhance China’s direct access to Egyptian port facilities10 along the Suez Canal and expanded mili-
tary cooperation such as arms sales and defense industrial cooperation.  
 
Lebanon. Chinese interests in Lebanon are limited to PLA presence under UNIFIL as well as various infrastruc-
ture projects. China’s CHEC (China Harbour Engineering Company Ltd.) in February 2012 just completed the 
Phase II Expansion Project of Tripoli port.11 However, there have been concerns over China’s arms proliferation 
to Iran that ended up in the hands of Hizbullah. Yitzhak Shichor, a renowned sinologist in Haifa University in 
Israel, penned an article that during the 2006 Lebanon War, ASCMs launched from Lebanon hit an Israeli Hanit 
(Spear) Sa’ar 5 corvette, with electronic signature traced to Chinese made C-802. Around 60 – 75 C-802s had 
been delivered to Iran by 1997, and Shichor posits that given China’s close relations with Tehran and Beirut, 
and the missiles were delivered to the IRGC (rather than the Iranian army) which supports Hizbullah, China’s 
lack of knowledge was unlikely.12 In an interview with Al-Akhbar, when questioned about Chinese position 
regarding arming Hizbullah, China’s Ambassador to Lebanon Wu Zexian said that arming the Hizbullah is a trade 
                                                 
7 Times of India, May 11, 2011. 
8 Ananth Krishnan, “Xinjiang militant groups active in Syria, says China”, The Hindu, October 29, 2012. 
9 Erin Cunningham, “Is China ‘buying’ Egypt from the US?” Global Post, September 6, 2012; “Chinese investment in Egypt faces 
challenges: minister counselor, Xinhua, September 16, 2012. 
10 In 2000 China signed a 30-year concession with Egypt to develop the eastern portion of Port Said, and in 2004 China kick 
started two major investment projects on the Suez Canal, building a container terminal, a dry port and a workshop to build 
containers. Sherine Nasr, “China meets Egypt”, Al-Ahram, Issue No. 699, 15-21 July 2004. 
11 “The Minister of Public Affairs and Transportation of Lebanon and Chinese Ambassador to Lebanon Inspected the Tripoli 
Port”, China Harbour Engineering Company Ltd., http://www.chec.bj.cn, December 6, 20120; “Lebanon: Tripoli Port Expansion 
Project Progresses Well”, Dredging Today, February 10, 2012. 

http://www.chec.bj.cn/
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 matter.13 Thus China and the West appear to differ in what they regard as legitimate arms trade or illegitimate 

arms proliferation. 
 
Jordan. China is also investing in various infrastructures projects in Jordan. Jordan is perceived as a pro-U.S. 
proxy so Chinese influence is limited to economics. Chinese Development Bank is seeking to fund Jordan’s rail-
way projects,14 and China is building Israel’s Med-Red railway of linking the Mediterranean port of Ashdod with 
Eilat Port in the Red Sea, with plans to extend the link to Jordan’s Aqaba Port.15 
 
 
China’s Policy Shift Towards the Eastern Mediterranean  
 
In light of China’s new proactive diplomacy in the Middle East, on August 14, 2012, Under Secretary of State for 
Political Affairs Wendy Sherman and Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Zhai Jun launched the inaugural round of 
U.S.-China Middle East Dialogue in Beijing.16 China has shifted to a more proactive stance towards this region 
that is driven by a combination of domestic and international factors.   
 
Domestically, CCP legitimacy and regime survival rests on continued access to energy to fuel China’s economic 
growth, while hedging against U.S. naval interdiction of energy supplies over potential conflicts across the 
Taiwan Straits. Thus it is concerned about the territorial integrity of Muslim Xinjiang: which is 1/6 the size of 
China; borders eight countries; a site of strategic mineral resources; and most importantly, a key geographic 
bridge for China’s overland pipelines and transport corridors for its energy supplies from Central Asia, Caspian 
Sea, and potentially Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan. In short, Xinjiang is key to China’s hedging strategy of having an 
overland energy supply line in the event the U.S. Navy cuts off its maritime supply line over a Taiwan scenario. 
As such, Uyghur separatists in Xinjiang directly threaten China’s energy security. 
 
Internationally, as stated earlier the Arab Spring caught China by surprise. The 2009 Xinjiang Muslim uprising 
also underscored to China that Xinjiang’s stability hinges on support of the global Muslim community. When 
Turkey’s Erdogan labeled CCP crackdown on Muslim Uyhgurs as ‘genocide’, this further fueled Bejing’s fears 
that the global Muslim community would turn against China. As such, since 2009, China beefed up its domestic 
security, with internal state security’s budget surpassing the defense budget every year since then,17 while 
internationally it has become more proactive in courting the Muslim world. Thus China sees the Middle East as 
the forward front of its national unity in garnering new Islamist regimes’ support of China’s policies. 
                                                                                                                                                         
12 Yitzhak Shichor, “Silent Partner: China and the Lebanon Crisis”, China Brief, Vol 6, Issue 17, May 9, 2007. 
13 “Omar Nashabe, “China’s Ambassador in Lebanon: Hezbollah Arms a Trade Matter”, Al Akhbar, May 4, 2012. 
14 “China bank might account Jordan railway project”, War and Peace in the Middle East, September 23, 2011. 
15 Amiram Barka, ‘Israel, China agree to build Eilat railway,” Globes, July 3, 2012. 
16 Office of the Spokesperson, U.S.Department of State, “U.S.-China Middle East Dialogue” Media Note, August 14, 2012; ‘U.S. 
China Discuss Pressing Issues at Middle East Dialogue”, RTT News, August 4, 2012. 
17 Mu Chunshan, “China and the Middle East’, The Diplomat, November 9, 2010. In 2010, its security budget was $87 billion 
while defense was $84.6 billion; in 2011 security was $99 billion while defense was $95.6 billion; in 2012 security was $111.4 
billion while defense was $106.4 billion. “China boosts domestic security spending by 11.5 pct”, Reuters, March 5, 2012; Leslie 
Hook, “Beijing raises spending on internal security”, Financial Times, March 6, 2011. 
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 Policy Tools. In terms of what tools China uses to further its interests, they are mainly soft power tools of yuan 

diplomacy and economic carrots of infrastructure investments, soft loans, as well as political carrots of ‘non-
intervention’ principle and UNSC veto power to forge regional allies. It is courting Egypt’s new Islamist regime 
with soft loans and investments, and shielding Syria’s Assad regime in the UNSC.  
 
China’s policy towards the Middle East is similar to its approach to Central Asia—courting Muslim countries 
with economic carrots in exchange for support for China’s policies. This soft power over time translates into 
political influence in an A2/AD strategy.18 A2/AD here means extra-military means of leveraging soft power 
with proxies to counter U.S. power projection capabilities. For example, rather than using military hardware of 
DF-21D aircraft carrier killer missiles in the Western Pacific for an A2/AD strategy against U.S. power projection, 
China is using economic software of investments via proxies in the Middle East to deny U.S. access (e.g., basing, 
over-flight rights, etc.) and power projection capabilities. 
 
Because U.S. depends on regional military bases in the Greater Middle East ranging from Central Asia, Gulf 
state such as Bahrain (U.S. Fifth Fleet) and Qatar (CENTCOM FOB) and priority access to Egypt’s Suez Canal, 
without assistance of regional partners or access to bases from which to operate, U.S. military freedom of 
action would be constrained. 19 A case in point is in 2005 when under Sino-Russian pressure within the SCO, 
Uzbekistan ejected U.S. troops from its military base to wage war in Afghanistan. Economic carrots over time 
had translated into politico-military influence. (Similarly, in 2009 Russia also offered economic carrots for 
Kyrgyzstan to evict U.S. troops, and U.S. had to counter offer with a larger carrot to reinstate itself.) China’s 
increased investments in Central Asia, GCC, Egypt, may translate into reluctance of these states to cooperate 
with the U.S. should a conflict break out with China, especially given China is now an economic power house 
while the U.S. economy continues to retrench. Thus in a way, it is about geo-economics.   
 
Israel. Israel is not officially in the CENTCOM AOR, but it is a pivotal state in the Eastern Mediterranean that is 
already impacting the geopolitics of the Middle East. Large gas discoveries in Israel and off Cyprus have drawn 
the attention of Lebanon/Hizbullah, Turkey, Greece, Iran, U.S., EU, Russia and China, with potential military 
conflict over maritime disputes in the Levant basin, akin to current territorial conflicts in the South China Sea. A 
region traditionally obsessed with fights over land is now turning its eyes toward the sea.20   
 
In 2010 the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) estimated the Levantine Basin (stretching from the Jordan River to 
Turkey and out to sea towards Cyprus) could contain as much as 1.7 billion barrels of recoverable oil and 122 
trillion cubic feet (tcf) of natural gas (See Map 1). 
                                                 
18 Lieutenant Colonel Eduardo A. Abisellan, USMC, “CENTCOM’s China Challenge: Anti-Access and Area Denial in the Middle 
East”, 21st Century Defense Initiative Policy Paper, Brookings Institutions, June 28. 2012, p.15. 
19 Ibid, p.8. 
20 Paul Salem, Eastern Mediterranean Gas: Factor for Stability or Conflict”, Al-Hayat, March 22, 2012. 
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 Map 1: The Levant Basin 

 
Source: U.S. Geological Survey, World Petroleum Resources Project, Fact Sheet 2010-3014, March 2010. 

 
The discoveries of two offshore natural gas fields by Texas-based Noble Energy off the coast of Haifa since 2009 
(Tamar and Leviathan) are estimated at 25 tcf, represent about 100 years of Israel’s gas usage at an annual 
domestic gas consumption rate of about 5 bcm (See Map 2).21  
 

Map 2: Tamar and Leviathan Gas Fields 

 
Source Noble Energy, Inc. 

                                                 
21 Denise Natali, “The East Mediterranean Basin: A New Energy Corridor”, INSS Event Report, July 17, 2012. 
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 On land, Texas based-Zion Oil has been drilling near Haifa since 2005 for potential 484 million barrels of oil, 

interestingly based on its CEO John Brown’s belief that oil will be found near the foot of Asher in the Map of 
the Twelve Tribes of Israel, and later confirmed by geologists as reported in 2004’s Oil & Gas Journal (See Maps 
3 & 4).22 

 
Map 3: Map of the Twelve Tribes of Israel 

 

 
 

 

 
Source: “Petroleum Prophecies”, The Jerusalem Post Upfront, December 7, 2007; Zion Oil & Gas, “The Oil of Israel: Prophecy Being 

Fulfilled” (Traveler’s Rest, SC: True Potential Publishing, Inc, 2010), p.75. 

 
 
                                                 
22 Gabriel Sherman, “Drilling for God: Guided by the Bible, A Quest to Find Oil in Israel”, Conde Nast Portfolio, October 2007; 
Sam Ser: “The Making of a Miracle: The Zion Oil and Gas Company is Blending Scripture with Science in its Quest for Israel’s 
Elusive Black Gold”, in The Jerusalem Post Upfront, December 7, 2007; “Moses’s oily blessing”, The Economist, June 2005; 
“Exploration & Development”, Oil & Gas Journal, July 5, 2004. 
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 Map 4: Triassic Oil and Gas Fields 
 

 
 

Source: Oil & Gas Journal, July 5, 2004. 

 
Israel’s newly discovered oil and gas bounty thus enables it to be come an energy exporter and a ‘game 
changer’ in Mediterranean energy market. As such China is also courting Israel, with CNOOC discussing joint 
exploration in the Leviathan gas field, building strategic railways in hopes of procuring future gas export deals 
and increasing military cooperation to access technologies currently under EU arms embargo.23 
 
The main challenge facing Israel’s energy bounty is that upstream companies won’t invest in future exploration 
unless they have certainty of a large demand market to commercialize their discoveries.24 In the short term, 
regional markets in the Mediterranean won’t have sufficient demand for the volume of Israeli natural gas, and 
Europe will continue to rely on pipelines—75 % of EU’s traded gas is through pipelines. Given this, the Asia 
Pacific region will drive global LNG demand growth in coming decades.25 Enters China in the Great Sea, as the 
engine of global economic growth and LNG demand soaring in the past years. 
 
Paris-based International Energy Agency (IEA) recently forecasts that China will account for more than 30 % of 
projected growth in global energy demand over the next 25 years.  By 2035, China’s energy consumption is 
expected to reach 3.83 billion tons of oil equivalent, more than India, the U.S. and EU combined. The Chinese 
government has also been promoting natural gas as a preferred energy source, and aims to have its overall 
                                                 
23 “CNOOC to invest in natural gas exploration in Israel: Calcalist”, Israel Trade Mission to China, Beijing, China, 
http://www.israeltrade.org.cn/eglsih/news/001064; “China flirts with Israel amid gulf crisis”, UPI, February 1, 2012; Cong Mu, 
“China set to build strategic railway in Israel, gas export deal may follow”, Global Times, July 5, 2012; Lior Gutman, “China’s 
CNOOC in talks over Leviathan”, Ynet News, November 14, 2011; P.R. Kumaraswamy, “Israel-China Arms Trade: Unfreezing 
Times”, Middle East Institute, July 16, 2012.Brett M. Decker and William C Triplett II, “Decker & Triplett: Israel beware: China 
arms Hezbollah”, The Washington Times, November 14, 2011; Yoram Evron, “The Chinese Chief of Staff Visits Israel: 
Renewing Military Relations?”, Canada Free Press, August 17, 2011; “China, Israel pledge closer military ties”, China Daily, 
May 21, 2012. 
24 Wood Mackenzie Gas and Power Consulting, “Perspectives on Gas Exports from Israel,” December 2011, p.1. 
25 Ibid, p.15. 

http://www.israeltrade.org.cn/eglsih/news/001064
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 energy mix comprise of 10 % natural gas by 2020 (it is currently at 4.5 %).26 Since LNG plant is the most feasible 

form of bringing offshore Israeli gas to market, China is thus a key demand market to attract continued invest-
ment for exploitation of Israeli gas.  
 
Additionally, China is an attractive investment partner for Israel. Israel needs to attract $2 billion in risk capital 
for exploration for about 20 exploratory wells to be drilled offshore in the next two years.27 However, most 
large multinational oil companies from the West are unwilling to jeopardize their stakes with Arab countries by 
investing in Israel, nor take on the risk of potential terrorist attacks. As such, China—with its state-backed 
energy companies and $3.3 trillion war chest—has both the will and the risk capital to invest in Israel, having 
already cut its teeth in high-risk terrains in Africa, Central Asia and Afghanistan. 
 
 
Implications of China’s interests with U.S. interests from 2014 to 2030 
 
The ”wild card” in this region is a potential military conflict over maritime disputes in the Levant Basin that 
draws in regional actors, along with external actors such as the U.S., China, Russia and Iran. 
 
In July and August, Chinese warships (the Qingdao destroyer, Yantai frigate and Weishan Hu supply ship) 
passed through the Suez Canal and entered the Mediterranean Sea at the same time Russia dispatched its 
naval flotilla to Tartus in Syria (See Table 1).28  
 
 

Table 1: Chinese warships in the Mediterranean and Black Sea 
 

 Quingdao Yantai Weishan Hu 

23 July Suez Suez Suez 
29 July Dardanelles Dardanelles  - ? - 
30 July Bosphorus Bosphorus  - ? - 
31 July Sevastopol, Ukraine Constanta, Romania  - ? - 
4 August Underway Underway Dardanelles 
5 August Istanbul, Turkey Varna, Bulgaria Istanbul, Turkey 
16 August Haifa, Israel Haifa, Israel Haifa, Israel 

 

 
Source: Turkish Navy, August 6, 2012; Atlantic Council, “Chinese warships dock in Israel for first time”, August 20, 2012 

                                                 
26 Emma Afterman, “Israel’s natural gas find present opportunities for Israel-China cooperation”, Caijing Magazine, August 2, 
2012. 
27 Simon Henderson, “Israel’s Natural Gas Challenges”, Policy Watch 1978, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 
September 7, 2012. 
28 “PLA debates China’s role in Somalia mission”, China Daily, December 12, 2008, in World Affairs Board, 
http://www.worldaffairsboard.com; http://turkishnavy.net/2012/08/06/chinese-puzzle-solved/; Roi Kais, “Chinese destroyer enters 
Mediterranean via Suez”, Ynet News, July 29, 2012; “Why is Chinese Navy in the Mediterranean?”, Atlantic Council, July 30, 
2012; “Are the Chinese heading to Syria as well?” Stand up America, July 31, 2012;  “Chinese Warships Crosses Suez, 
Possibly Bound for Syria,” Anti-War, July 29, 2012. 

http://www.worldaffairsboard.com/
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Writing in The Diplomat, J. Michael Cole argued that “for the first time since China’s re-emergence as a power 
to be reckoned with, Western powers are being confronted with scenarios involving the risks of clashes with 
Chinese military forces outside the Asian giant’s backyard.”29 Indeed, in a scenario where Israel and Hizbul-
lah/Lebanon tumbles into a maritime conflict over natural gas, Iran, Russia and possibly China cooperation in 
the Mediterranean may encroach on U.S./NATO/EU maritime freedom of action. Also, should NATO decide to 
intervene in Syria, PLA Navy (PLAN) and Russian ships in the Mediterranean could draw a line at sea to prevent 
Western ships from approaching Syria to launch military operations against it, or to prevent an embargo.  
 
In the long term to 2030, we’ll see increased Chinese naval presence in the “NATO Lake” of the Mediterranean 
Sea. China’s increased economic investments in Eurozone and Arab Spring countries, and increased port calls to 
various seaports it has invested around the Mediterranean littoral, are translating into political and strategic 
influence, while regional countries are also ‘looking east’. The challenge is that China will increasingly capture 
U.S. market of regional influence while U.S. pivots to the Asia Pacific. The opportunity is for the U.S. to play an 
active role and 
 

(1) strengthen the transatlantic alliance to maintain its power projection in the region; 

(2) leverage its role in maritime conflict resolution in the South China Sea and apply it to the Eastern 
Mediterranean; and 

(3) help shape the emerging post-Arab Spring regional security architecture in the Mediterranean. 
 
 

*** 
 
 
 
 
Remarks: 
 
Opinions expressed in this contribution are those of the author. 
 
An earlier version of this paper was presented at the U.S. Central Command’s “Scanning the Horizon” Work-
shop held at the University of South Florida on December 4, 2012, Tampa, Florida.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
29 J Michael Cole, “China’s Navy in the Mediterranean?”, The Diplomat, July 30., 2012. 
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