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e are happy to release the July 2014 (Volume 6, Issue 6) issue of the Counter 

Terrorist Trends and Analysis (CTTA) at www.cttajournal.org and www.pvtr.org. 

This issue offers in-depth analyses into leftist oriented political violence and 

terrorism by examining certain communist groups in the past and the present.  

Franck Emmanuel Marre evaluates the current peace talks between the Colombian 

government and the Marxist guerrilla group, Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia, 

better known as FARC. Marre underscores the need for a comprehensive solution to the 

Colombian conflict which would include context-specific measures of transnational justice in 

relation to crimes committed by FARC,  threats posed by other militant groups such as Ejército 

de Liberación Nacional (ELN) and Bandas Criminales (BACRIM) and the pervasive drug 

production and trafficking which drive conflict and lawlessness in Colombia.  

Andreas Wimmer discusses the newly emerging militant leftist groups in Indonesia, which 

comprise the People’s Democratic Party (Partai Rakyat Demokrat/PRD) and associated 

Marxist groups as well as anarchist and eco-terrorist groups. Wimmer highlights the dynamics 

of interaction between the leftist radical groups and Islamists in Indonesia, which indicate an 

erosion of specific ideological narratives.  

Daniela Irrera reviews the evolution of the Red Brigades in the Cold War era and the 

counterterrorism strategy adopted by the Italian state against the group. A strategy based upon 

effective law enforcement and intelligence gathering through the establishment of a special 

counterterrorism unit, and sustained by a broader political will, led to the elimination of the Red 

Brigades – the study of which is valuable to countries facing similar threats today.   
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President Ronald Reagan’s ‘War on Drugs’ which 
began in 1981. Although 1.5 million hectares of 
coca and poppy crops were eradicated in fifteen 
years, Colombia remains the world’s top cocaine 
producer since 1975. Although coca leaf and 
cocaine production have decreased since 2004, 
52,000 hectares were cultivated and about 300 
tons of cocaine were produced in Colombia in 
2013.  This is because drug production has shifted 
to other remote areas, border regions and even 
neighbouring countries such as Peru, Ecuador and 
Venezuela. Peru, for instance, has become the 
world’s top coca leaf producer since 2012, with an 
estimated 61,000 hectares of 
coca crops. Moreover, farmers 
are forced to cultivate coca 
leaves or poppy as they cannot 
survive economically by only 
growing licit crops. This explains 
why the crop-substitution 
policies included in Plan 
Colombia have failed so far. 
Further, state counter-narcotics 
crusades including the extensive 
chemical eradication of coca 
crops (of more than two million 
hectares since 1999) have 
sparked anger among coca 
growers, who as a result have 
given more support to FARC 
and ELN. The aerial spraying has also caused 
controversy as serious health problems among the 
affected populations and irreversible damage to 
the Amazonian ecosystem have been observed.  
 
As long as the core of the problem, drug 
production and trafficking remain unresolved, the 
drug business will continue to fuel armed conflicts. 
This is notably the case in Colombia, Mexico and 
Peru as well as in countries such as Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. Drug trafficking criminal groups 
have deeply impacted the security of Colombia. 
For example, Pablo Escobar, the notorious 
Medellín Cartel’s drug baron, declared a ‘total war’ 
against the Colombian state from 1984 until his 
death in 1993, killing more than 10,000 people, a 
period known as ‘narcoterrorismo’. The illegal drug 
trade has also truly poisoned Colombian politics. 
For example, on multiple occasions, former 
President Uribe was accused of collaborating with 

the Medellín Cartel in the 1980s. Earlier in 1994, 
the Drug Cali Cartel financed President Samper’s 
political campaign which marred his term in office.  
 
Thus, even if a successful peace deal takes place 
with the FARC, Colombia’s criminal and terrorist 
landscape would remain complex, violent and 
tightly intertwined with drug production and 
trafficking. War has become a business and a way 
of life for guerrillas and criminal groups, and the 
grip that terrorist, insurgent and criminal groups 
have on Colombia is inversely proportional to state 
sovereignty. Colombia most likely will not be able 

to put an end to the armed 
conflict without extensive and 
sustained international help 
based on long-term social and 
economic programs for the 
people, especially in areas 
presently reliant on drug 
production.  
 

—————— 
 
Franck Emmanuel Marre 
teaches Geopolitics at Alliance 
Française de Singapour and is a 
Visiting Professor at the 
Universidad Cooperat iva, 
Colombia. 
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if elected. However, following the attack against 
TVone on 3 July 2014 for claiming the PDIP was 
linked to the Indonesian Communist Party (PKI), 
this story was removed from the website.  
 
 
In the event that provisions for the Indonesian 
Communist Party (Partai Komunis Indonesia/PKI) 
members are considered by some sympathetic 
officials of the incoming administration, it is likely 
to be misread by militants within the PRD to mean 
that communism is still a viable form of 
government. Factions such as 
the LMND and SRMI as well 
as labour unions espousing 
revolutionary doctrine are ever 
poised for action. Eka 
Syahdrudin, PRD’s Deputy 
Political Director in South 
Sumatra announced in mid-
June 2014 that the PRD’s 
agenda included 
“independence” and that the 
Palembang PRD is planning 
to hold discussions in villages, 
factories and universities to 
begin a mass campaign for 
national independence (from 
foreign “colonists”). It seems 
that the PRD is no longer 
looking to integrate into the Indonesian political 
milieu, but is rather adopting a more revolutionary 
agenda. Its trajectory in recent years indicates that 
more violence is to be expected from the PRD. 
 
 
By understanding the political motivations, 
ideologies and ties between of the militant leftist 
groups, the new Indonesian administration and 
security forces will have an opportunity to counter 
the embryonic Marxist militant structures in the 
post-2014 presidential election period. Dismantling 
the groups through prosecution of its leaders and 
members, as done with the successful prosecution 
of Muhammad Riduan, should continue. This 
requires investigation into the activities of PRD, its 
associated splinter groups, other militant groups 
and supportive political actors, leftist civil society 
groups and foreign donor organizations connected 

to the PRD such as the Ford Foundation, Climate 
Works Foundation, David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation, Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace.  
 
 
Neutralizing the PRD will thus require overcoming 
political inertia and initiating dialogue on the rather 
taboo topic of Marxism in Indonesia, as well as a 
firm understanding of the root causes as to why a 
fairly outdated, violent political movement is 
attracting the disenfranchised. A failure to 
recognize the threat posed by the emerging radical 

leftist groups will result in the 
development of a new militant 
movement under a populist 
Marxist banner, which will 
have the potential to be as 
violent in Indonesia as the one 
by the jihadist groups. 
 

—————— 
 
Andreas Wimmer is a 
Director at the German Asien 
Research Centre, Germany. 
He obtained a Master’s 
Degree in Strategic Studies 
and Counterterrorism from the 
S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies (RSIS) in 

Singapore, and is currently pursuing his Ph.D.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The New Indonesian Marxists: A New Jihad in the Making?  
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allowing them to interrogate a suspect immediately 
upon arrest in order to gain sufficient evidence to 
establish probable cause and charge the individual 
with a crime, all within 48 hours. The anti-terrorism 
unit heavily utilized the Reale Law to arrest and 
charge  members  of  the  Red  Brigades.  This 
strategy – which had similar features to the one 
developed  by  the  British  government  to  fight 
against the Irish Republican Army (IRA) – was 
extremely  efficient  in  weakening  the  group. 
However, these initial successes led the Italian 
government to believe that the group was defeated 
– a fatal mistake which led to the disbanding of the 
special anti-terrorism unit and the rise of the most 
violent  phase  of  the  Red 
Brigades  towards  the  latter 
years  of  the  1970s.  The 
termination of the special anti-
terrorism  unit  in  1976  also 
came as a result of growing 
criticism against the unit, as it 
was  perceived  to  be  too 
independent  and  free  from 
legal  constraints,  especially 
with  regard  to  the  ways  in 
which  General  Chisea 
manipulated  and  conducted 
the  arrests  of  Curcio  and 

Franceschini using informants.  

 
 
On 16 March 1978, the Red Brigades kidnapped 
Aldo Moro, former prime minister and then leader 
of the Christian Democracy and one of the most 
eminent political figures in the country at the time. 
He was subsequently murdered by the group. This 
represented  a  turning  point  for  both  the  Red 
Brigades and Italy. Although the Red Brigades had 
already  been  responsible  for  several  violent 
attacks  in  previous  years  targeting  Italian  law 
enforcement agencies as well as the political élite, 
the kidnapping of  Aldo Moro made the Italian 
government and public realise the veritable threat 
that  the  group  represented  to  the  democratic 

political institution of the country.   

 
 
Scholars  supporting  the  so-called  theories  of 

conspiracy (such as Sergio Flamigni in his 2003  

 

book La tela del ragno) argue that the group was 
used by Moro’s enemies within his own political 
party, the Christian Democracy, and that since its 
inception, the Red Brigades had been infiltrated by 
the  Christian  Democrats  themselves.  These 
theories have however been discredited because 
of the lack of empirical evidence.  Nevertheless, 
Moro’s murder created an impetus within the 
Italian political establishment to develop a strong 

determination to fight the Red Brigades.   

 
During this period, the Red Brigades had reached 
its zenith as a force against the state. They had 

profited from their cooperation 
with the Soviet Union over the 
years.  Additionally,  the Red 
Brigades  was  able  to 
establish functional  relations 
with  other  subversive  non-
state actors such as criminal 
cartels. As Margaret Atwood 
affirms  in  Terrorism  in 
Perspective  (2002),  in  the 
early  1980s,  the  group 
formed a short-term alliance 
with the Camorra, a powerful 
criminal organization based in 

Naples aimed at kidnapping a Christian Democrat 
regional  politician,  Ciro Cirillo,  in  exchange for 
which the Red Brigades reportedly received a US 
$1 million commission. It was again a combination 
of  law enforcement  and intelligence measures, 
sustained by a broader political strategy, which led 
to  the  elimination  of  the  group.  The 
counterterrorism strategy included a robust media 
campaign aimed at detaching the populace from 
the ideology of the Red Brigades (while Moro’s 
murder had already caused a gradual but steady 
erosion in support from the workers and followers 
in  the  Communist  Party).  There  was  also 
increased funding for  payments for  informants, 
which allowed police to map the networks of the 
Red Brigades and identify its remaining members. 
The Reale Law was used to arrest and charge all 
known members of the Red Brigades, so as to 
prevent future attacks by or a re-emergence of the 

group.    

 
 

Learning from the Past: Case of the Red Brigades in Italy  
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