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Abstract 

With Russia's entry into the Syrian war to combat ISIS and other Salafi jihadists, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Turkey 

are mulling  direct military  intervention  to  support  their  "moderate"  Al  Qaeda‐plagued  Army  of  Conquest. 

However, with opposition groups consisting of 95% paid foreign fighters including released death row inmates, 

the war has transformed from a civil war for democratic reform, to a full‐blown war waged by foreign powers 

to supplant a secular autocracy with an extremist Islamic theocracy. Given the Conquest Army also consists of 

anti‐Chinese militants and thousands of Chechen and Asian fighters that are already attacking their homeland, 

Doha's attempts to bolster them could escalate the war, and draw in three nuclear powers of Russia, India and 

China to defend their homeland from Qatar‐backed jihadists. 

 

 

About ISPSW 

The  Institute  for  Strategic,  Political,  Security  and  Economic  Consultancy  (ISPSW)  is  a  private  institute  for 
research and consultancy. The ISPSW is objective and task oriented and is above party politics. 

In an ever more complex international environment of globalized economic processes and worldwide political, 

ecological,  social  and  cultural  change,  bringing  major  opportunities  but  also  risks,  decision‐makers  in 

enterprises and politics depend more than ever before on the advice of highly qualified experts. 

ISPSW offers a  range of  services,  including  strategic analyses,  security  consultancy, executive  coaching and 

intercultural  competency.  ISPSW  publications  examine  a  wide  range  of  topics  connected  with  politics, 

economy, international relations, and security/ defense. ISPSW network experts have worked – in some cases 

for decades – in executive positions and possess a wide range of experience in their respective specialist areas. 
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Analysis 

After three weeks of Russia’s air campaign  in Syria, on 21 October Qatar’s foreign minister Khadlid Al‐Attiyah 

said Doha is mulling military intervention in Syria along‐side Turkey and Saudi Arabia to fight Assad, rather than 

ISIS. 

This directly  counters Henry Kissinger’s  call  in The Wall  Street  Journal1 that  “the destruction of  ISIS  is more 

urgent  than  the overthrow of Bashar Assad, who has already  lost over half of  the area he once  controlled. 

Making sure that this territory does not become a permanent terrorist haven must have precedence.” 

Al Attiyah even tried to spin the narrative of Qatar as the defender of Syrian people, proclaiming “We will spare 

no efforts to do anything that can help protect the Syrian people…with our Saudi and Turkish brethren,” and 

defended Al Qaeda affiliate Ahrar Al‐Sham2 as part of the “moderate opposition.” 

However, it is unclear how Qatar is defending the Syrian people when its mercenary jihadists in the anti‐Assad 

groups are committing genocide3 and ethno‐religious cleansing in Syria. The Free Syrian Army and Nusra even 

made a video4 to boast of their 2013 massacre of the Christian village of Sadad5 where 45 Christians including 

children and women were  tortured and executed, while Druze6 and other religious minorities continue  to be 

slaughtered by these Sunni extremists. 

Moreover, these Qatar/Saudi/Turkey backed “Syrian rebels” are not even Syrian, with German intelligence BND 

estimating 95%7 of the fighters are paid foreign mercenaries, and  in 2013 Saudi Arabia sent more than 1,200 

death  row  inmates8 ranging  from Yemen,  Sudan,  Jordan,  Somalia, Afghanistan, Pakistan,  Iraq, Kuwait,  Saudi 

Arabia to wage Syrian jihad. 

In truth, the Syrian war has long ceased to be a civil war of Syrian people fighting for democratic reforms, and is 

now a full‐blown war waged by foreign powers of Doha, Riyadh and Ankara to replace a secular autocracy with 

an extremist Islamic theocracy under their control. 

Qatar’s export of jihad destabilizing greater Middle East 

Writing  in  October  2014,9  renowned  Indian  strategist  Professor  Brahma  Chellaney  from  Center  for  Policy 

Research, observed that Qatar’s duplicitous role of exporting jihad to the Middle East, North Africa and beyond 

while  supporting  the US  in  its  fight  against  them, has  transformed  the  gas‐rich  speck of  a  country  “from  a 

regional gadfly into an international rogue elephant” that “must be tamed.” 

                                                 
1 Henry A. Kissinger, „A Path Out of the Middle East Collapse“, The Wall Street Journal, October 16, 2015, 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/a-path-out-of-the-middle-east-collapse-1445037513?mod=trending_now_7  
2 „Qatar has not ruled out military intervention in Syria,“ MIddle East Monitor, October 22, 2015, 
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/middle-east/21830-qatar-has-not-ruled-out-military-intervention-in-syria  
3 „U.S. Backed FSA Rebels Massacre an Entire Christian Village in Syria,“ Veterans News Now, June 8, 2013, 
http://www.veteransnewsnow.com/2013/06/08/224250-u-s-backed-fsa-rebels-massacre-an-entire-christian-village-in-syria/  
4 „Footage from FSA-Nusra Raid on Ancient Syriac Christian Town of Sadad in Syria“, October 27, 2013, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sxT6C6rJLSw  
5 Raymond Ibrahim, „Largest Massacre of Christians in Syria Ignored,“ Christian Post, November 26, 2013, 
http://www.christianpost.com/news/largest-massacre-of-christians-in-syria-ignored-109566/  
6 „Syria conflict: Al Nusra fighters kill Druze villagers“, BBC, June 11, 2015, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-
33092902  
7 William Blum, „Syria: The Universe Unraveling“, Foreign Policy Journal, November 3, 2012, 
http://www.foreignpolicyjournal.com/2012/11/03/syria-the-universe-unraveling/  
8 Michael Winter, „Report: Saudis sent death-row inmates to fight Syria“, USA Today, January 21, 2013, 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2013/01/21/saudi-inmates-fight-syria-commute-death-sentences/1852629/  
9 Brahma Chellaney, „Qatar’s Jihad“, Project Syndicate, October 10, 2014 http://chellaney.net/2014/10/11/qatars-jihad/  
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Chellaney10 criticized Arab autocracies that aided ISIS rise are now in Obama’s “coalition of the willing,” that is 

“a  coalition  of  sinners  now  dressed  as  knights  in  shining  armour.”  He  noted  how Qatar  and  Saudi  Arabia 

pouring weapons and  funds  to Sunni extremists  in Syria eventually created  fertile ground  that spawned  ISIS. 

This nefarious pattern of supporting violent  jihadists  is  further evidenced by  their bolstering Afghan Taliban, 

accelerating  Libya’s  transformation  into  a  failed  state  via  their breeding of  Islamist militia, with Qatar even 

deploying troops covertly inside Libya in the 2011 campaign to oust Gaddafi—much like they are threatening to 

do now in Syria. 

Writing in Japan Times,11 Chellaney chastised the anti‐Assad coalition’s naïveté in trying to distinguish between 

‘moderate’ and ‘radical’  jihadists, and that “the term ‘moderate  jihadists’  is an oxymoron: those waging  jihad 

by gun can never be moderate.” 

Using Al Udeid Air Base12 as a weapon to hold US hostage to  its agenda and enabling  its misadventures with 

impunity, Qatar’s  clout now  “allows  it  to  run with  the  foxes while  it hunts with  the hounds”, while funding 

violent Salafi‐jihadists  in Syria, Mali, Libya, Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Gaza and elsewhere has  left a destructive 

trail of destabilized and failing states throughout the greater Middle East. 

Migrant influx as “hybrid warfare” against EU? 

As Qatar is now sabre rattling and threatening to pour more fuel into the jihadi inferno in Syria with no end in 

sight,  it’s the Syrian people who suffer the most at the hands of Doha’s policy. And while Syrians are fleeing 

jihad at home to neighboring Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, Egypt, and Turkey, how many refugees have the “defender 

of  the  Syrian people” Qatar,  Saudis and other  rich Arab Gulf  states  taken? According  to director of Human 

Rights Watch Kenneth Roth, zero. 

 

                                                 
10 Brahma Chellaney, „Obama, the Serial Interventionist—It affects India,“ Indian Defence News, September 30, 2014, 
http://www.indiandefensenews.in/2014/09/obama-serial-interventionist-it-affects.html  
11 Brahma Chellaney, „The spawning of Islamic State“, Japan Times, August 26, 2014,  
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2014/08/26/commentary/world-commentary/spawning-islamic-state/#.Vi-1-cZdGUk  
12 Brahma Chellaney, „Friendly backer of jihadists“, Japan Times, November 3, 2014, 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2014/11/03/commentary/friendly-backer-of-jihadists/#.Vi-2P8ZdGUl  
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Instead, Saudi Arabia offered to build 200 mosques in Germany to preach extremist Wahhabi Islam to further 

radicalize  the  new  migrant  Muslim  population,  prompting  CDU  Deputy  Chairman  Armin  Laschet’s13 quick 

rebuke that “Instead of talking about funding mosques, Saudi Arabia should be thinking about taking refugees 

and ending financing of ISIS.” CSU general secretary Andreas Scheuer likewise called the offer “cynical,” given 

the Kingdom is creating thousands of refugees of its own by bombing Yemen that has already killed more than 

2,00014 civilians and wounded 4,000 others,  including 135 at a wedding party15 that were mostly women and 

children. 

EU  chief Donald Tusk went  further and  slammed  the migrant  influx as a  campaign of  “hybrid warfare”16 by 

Turkey and  regional  states  to  coerce EU  concessions  (e.g.,  financial aid,  visa‐free  travel  from Turkey, buffer 

zone17 for Qatar/Turkey/Saudi jihadi Army of Conquest and Qatar‐Turkey pipeline.) 

Meanwhile, as Russia  is effectively attacking  ISIS and Al Qaeda‐infested Army of Conquest that has burrowed 

itself in Idlib, Qatar is now attempting to sabotage these gains to aid the jihadists. This is a direct threat to not 

only  Russia,  but  especially  China  given  this  Conquest  Army  consists  of  anti‐Chinese  jihadists18, as  well  as 

thousands19 of Chechen and Central Asian fighters that are already attacking their homeland.  India’s Kashmir 

                                                 
13 Allan Hall, „Saudi offer to build 200 mosques in Germany for Syrian migrants is slammed as ‚cynical’ because the Kingdom 
has not offered to take any refugees themselves“, Daily Mail, September 20, 2015, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
3242354/Saudi-offer-build-200-mosques-Germany-Syrian-migrants-slammed-cynical-Kingdom-not-offered-refugees-
themselves.html  
14 Aaron David Miller, „Yemen Strikes, Israel, and Double Standards in the Middle East“, The Wall Street Journal, September 
21, 2015, http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2015/09/21/yemen-strikes-israel-and-double-standards-in-the-middle-east/  
15 Zaid Al-Alayaa, „Airstrikes hit wedding in Yemen; as many as 135 dead“, Los Angeles Times, September 28, 2015, 
http://www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-fg-airstrikes-wedding-yemen-20150928-story.html  
16 Matthew Holehouse, „Eu Chief: Migrant influx is campaign of hybrid warfare by neighbours to force concessions“, Telegraph, 
October 6, 2015, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/eu/11915798/EU-chief-Migrant-influx-is-campaign-of-
hybrid-warfare-by-neighbours-to-force-concessions.html  
17 Christina Lin, „A buffer zone for Erdogan’s Turkic settlements in Syria?“ Asia Times, October 11, 2015, 
http://atimes.com/2015/10/a-buffer-zone-for-erdogans-turkic-settlements-in-syria/  
18 Christina Lin, „Chinese general: Anti-Chinese Uyghurs are in Syria’s Anti-Assad Force“, ISPSW/ETH Zurich, May 2015, 
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/Digital-Library/Publications/Detail/?id=191076  
19 „ISIL child training camp discovered in Istanbul: Report“, Hurriyet Daily,October 27, 2015,  
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/isil-child-training-camp-discovered-in-istanbul-report-
.aspx?pageID=238&nID=90052&NewsCatID=341  
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has also  fallen prey  to Qatar’s Syrian policy, with  some  Indian  scholars calling  for  joining20 Russian airstrikes 

against these salafi jihadists. 

Should Qatar continue to provoke an escalation of Syrian war,  it may very well end up confronting the three 

nuclear  powers  of  not  just  the  Russian  bear,  but  also  the  Chinese dragon  and  Indian  tiger  to  defend  their 

homeland  from Qatar‐backed  jihadists.  If  the US and Europe do not want Qatar  to  turn  the Syrian war  into 

World War III, then as Professor Chellaney exhorted, “for the sake of regional and international security”, this 

gadfly‐turned rogue elephant “must be tamed.”21 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

Remarks: Opinions expressed in this contribution are those of the author. 
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Christina Lin 

 

                                                 
20 Rakesh Krishnan Simha, „Six reasons why India should join Russian air strikes in Syria“, Russia & India Report, October 8, 
2015, http://in.rbth.com/blogs/stranger_than_fiction/2015/10/08/six-reasons-why-india-should-join-rusian-air-strikes-in-
syria_480837  
21 Brahma Chellaney, „Qatar’s Jihad“, Project Syndicate, October 10, 2014, http://chellaney.net/2014/10/11/qatars-jihad/  


