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It’s appropriate to talk from a 
national perspective because 
security is a national 
responsibility. 
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The EDA has a limited 
engagement in space, based 
on what the Member States 
want. 
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The MoDs want us to look at 
duplication, but we see 
fragmentation everywhere.  
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There are many initiatives at 
the national level; they have 
limited operability and result in 
a waste of time and money. 
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We need to share a common 
view of a (security) situation in 
order to avoid long and 
difficult discussions at the 
Council. 
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If we want to be a global 
player and use Europe’s soft 
power, we need the 
instruments and capacities 
that we are lacking. 
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The most important question 
is – to what extent are the 
Member States ready to 
coordinate defence-related 
space activity?. 
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SECURITY & DEFENCE AGENDA 
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” “It is hard to convince citizens 
that we need to spend more 
on defence. 
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Europe is the only area where 
the question of the use of 
space linked to security is still 
debated. 
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The key to the success of 
ESA is its flexibility to 
accommodate different 
geometries.  
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Regarding our policy towards 
new Member States, we don’t 
have the right collective 
ambition at the European  
level – we have no political 
coherence. 
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Space-related activity is not 
just a business; it is a matter 
of political integration. 
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ESA can’t just execute 
programmes for itself, it needs 
a policy to develop the 
European  space effort.  
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There is a risk that the 
European Space Policy is 
seen as ‘Europe for Europe’s 
sake’.  
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