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CrisisWatch:

= summarises briefly developments during the previous month in some 70 situations of current or
potential conflict, listed alphabetically by region, providing references and links to more detailed
information sources (all references mentioned are hyperlinked in the electronic version of this
bulletin);

= assesses whether the overall situation in each case has, during the previous month, significantly
deteriorated, significantly improved, or on balance remained more or less unchanged,;

= alerts readers to situations where, in the coming month, there is a particular risk of new or
significantly escalated conflict, or a particular conflict resolution opportunity (noting that in some
instances there may in fact be both); and

= summarises ICG reports and briefing papers that have been published in the last month.

CrisisWatch is compiled by ICG's Brussels Research Unit, drawing on multiple sources including the
resources of our more than 90 staff members across five continents, who already report on some 40 of the
situations listed here. Comments and suggestions as to how the bulletin might be improved (addressed to
crisiswatch@crisisweb.org) would be much appreciated.

January 2004 Trends
Q Deteriorated Situations G Improved Situations

Algeria (p.11) Nigeria (p.3) Burundi (p.2)
Dominican Serbia (p.7) Cyprus (p.8)
Republic (p.9) Sudan (p.2) Georgia (p.8)
Haiti (p.10) Thailand (p.6) Kashmir (p.5)
Iran (p.10) Somalia (p.2)

E> Unchanged Situations

Afghanistan (p.4), Angola (p.3), Azerbaijan (p.8), Bolivia (p.9), Bosnhia & Herzegovina (p.7), Burkina
Faso (p.3), Central African Republic (p.2), China (internal) (p.5), Colombia (p.9), Corsica (p.8), Céte
d’lvaire (p.3), DR of Congo (p.2), East Timor (p.6), Ecuador (p.9), Egypt (p.11), Ethiopia/Eritrea (p.2),
Guatemala (p.9), Guinea (p.3), India (non-Kashmir) (p.4), Indonesia (p.6), Iraq (p.11), Israel/Occupied
Territories (p.10), Jordan (p.10), Kazakhstan (p.4), Kosovo (p.7), Kyrgyzstan (p.4), Lebanon (p.10),
Liberia (p.3), Libya (p.11), Macedonia (p.7), Mauritania (p.3), Moldova (p.8), Morocco (p.11),
Myanmar (Burma) (p.6), Nagorno Karabakh (p.8), Nepal (p.5), North Korea (p.6), Northern Ireland
(p.8), Pakistan (p.5), Papua New Guinea (p.7), Peru (p.9), Philippines (p.6), Russia (Chechnya) (p.8),
Rwanda (p.2), Saudi Arabia (p.11), Sierra Leone (p.4), Spain (Basque region) (p.9), Sri Lanka (p.5),
Syria (p.10), Taiwan Strait (p.6), Tajikistan (p.4), Turkey (p.9), Turkmenistan (p.4), Uganda (p.2),
Uzbekistan (p.4), Venezuela (p.10), Western Sahara (p.11), Yemen (p.11), Zimbabwe (p.3)

February 2004 Watchlist

y Conflict Risk Alert Conflict Resolution
Opportunity
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Dominican Sri Lanka Kashmir
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Africa

CENTRAL AFRICA

£ Burundi In positive move, President Ndayizeye held first talks

with Hutu FNL rebels in Netherlands mid-January. Talks

inconclusive, as FNL, last active rebel group in Burundi, insisting

will only negotiate with Tutsi leaders. FNL attacks killed 17 near

capital 11 January. International donors’ conference in Belgium

raised $1.03 billion for reconstruction. Refugees began returning

in thousands from neighbouring Tanzania.

= “Burundi President appeals to Hutu rebels”, Reuters AlertNet,
23 Jan. 2004.

= “Sliver of optimism pierces the Burundi war”, The Washington
Times (AP), 22 Jan. 2004.

=“Marked increase in refugee return figures”, IRIN, 14 Jan.
2004.

= For background, see ICG Africa Briefing, Refugees and
Internally Displaced in Burundi: The Urgent Need for a
Consensus on Their Repatriation and Reintegration, 2 Dec.
2003 (in French: executive summary also in English).

Central African Republic UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan expressed concern in 7 January report about re-
emergence of rapes, killings, hold-ups. Government released
electoral calendar — constitutional referendum to be held
November 2004, followed by municipal, parliamentary and
presidential elections December 2004 - January 2005.

= “Electoral calendar released”, IRIN, 22 Jan. 2004.

=“Annan ‘gravely concerned’ about rampant insecurity”, IRIN,
7 Jan. 2004.

Democratic Republic of Congo Hardline Hutu rebels

held hostage at least 3,000 former Rwandan fighters to

prevent their return to Rwanda, according to UN mission in

DRC (MONUC). Some 100 people reported massacred by

ethnic Lendu militia in Ituri province 16 January. UPC militia

(which in past received support from Rwanda) launched

number of attacks on MONUC peacekeepers, firing on soldiers

and helicopters. South Africa’s President Mbeki visited DRC 13

January, signing cooperation pact.

= "MONUC chief summons militia leader over attacks”, IRIN, 23
Jan. 2004.

= “Boat massacre in DR Congo”, BBC, 23 Jan. 2004.

= “Hutu militants holding 3000 hostages”, IRIN, 20 Jan. 2004.

= “S Africa and DR Congo boost ties”, BBC, 14 Jan. 2004.

= For background to the conflict in lturi, see ICG Africa Report
N°64, Congo Crisis: Military Intervention in Ituri, 13 June 2003.

Rwanda Refugees returned to Rwanda from Uganda and
DRC, but hardline Hutu rebels tried to prevent return of Hutus
from DRC, holding hostage at least 3,000 former Rwandan
fighters, according to UN mission in DRC. Former Rwandan
minister for higher education, Jean de Dieu Kamuhanda,
received 2 life sentences from Tribunal 22 January for
genocide and crimes against humanity. Some defence lawyers
at Tribunal went on 3-day strike claiming “serious
deterioration” in rights of accused.

= “Rwanda’s song of reconciliation”, BBC, 29 Jan. 2004.

= “Kamuhanda gets life imprisonment’, Reuters AlertNet, 22

Jan. 2004.

= “Hutu militants holding 3000 hostages”, IRIN, 20 Jan. 2004.

= “Dallaire testifies at Rwanda tribunal”, The Globe and Mail, 20
Jan. 2004.

» For background to recent elections, see ICG Africa Report
N°53, Rwanda at the End of the Transition: A Necessary
Political Liberalisation, 13 Nov. 2002. For background to ICTR,
see ICG Africa Report N°69, The International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda: Time for Pragmatism, 26 Sept. 2003.

Uganda Amnesty for rebels extended for further 6 months 15
January, reduced to 3 months on 22 January. Information
minister Buturo claimed amnesty program overwhelmed by
rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) fighters signing up. Army
kiled LRA army commander Yadin Nyeko 19 January in
significant blow to rebels — but war continues to impose
devastating humanitarian toll in north. International Criminal
Court announced 29 January launch of formal investigation
into LRA.
= “Court probes Uganda rebel abuses”, BBC, 29 Jan. 2004.
= “The 18 year war that refuses to go away”, IRIN, 28 Jan. 2004.
= “Government curtails amnesty extension”, IRIN, 23 Jan. 2004.
=“Army claims significant victory over rebels”, IRIN, 22 Jan.
2004.

HORN OF AFRICA

Ethiopia/Eritrea Intense diplomatic efforts under way to

resolve impasse over disputed border demarcation, with visits

from German Chancellor Schroeder, UK’'s Foreign Office

minister and US deputy assistant secretary for African Affairs.

Continued ethnic violence in western Ethiopia has caused at

least 5,000 to flee to Sudan.

= “5000 Anyuak flee instability”, IRIN, 19 Jan. 2004.

= “Moves in progress to resolve border impasse”, IRIN, 15 Jan.
2004.

= “Diplomatic muddle over Horn stalemate”, BBC, 9 Jan. 2004.

= For background see, ICG Africa Report N°68, Ethiopia and
Eritrea: War or Peace?, 24 Sept. 2003.

Somalia Main warlords and politicians signed peace

agreement 29 January. Deal provides for creation of appointed

parliament which would elect president — but remains to be

seen if political will exists to implement deal. Self-declared

autonomous republic Somaliland not party to agreement. Inter-

clan conflict killed at least 21 in central Somalia mid-January.

Somaliland warned self-declared autonomous region Puntland

to withdraw its forces from disputed region of Sool. Puntland

accused neighbouring Djibouti of arming Somaliland.

= “Somalia’s warlords make peace”, BBC, 29 Jan. 2004.

= “Puntland accuses Djibouti of arming Somaliland”, IRIN, 22
Jan. 2004.

=“At least 21 fighters killed in Somalia clan clash”, Reuters
AlertNet”, 13 Jan. 2004.

=“Preying on a failed state”, International Herald Tribune, 20
Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Africa Reports N°66, Somaliland:
Democratisation and Its Discontents, 28 Jul. 2003; and N°59,
Negotiating a Blueprint for Peace in Somalia, 6 Mar. 2003.

i/ 12 £  sudan Worsening conflict in western region of

Darfur received increased international attention.
UN estimates some 600,000 displaced people in Darfur and
100,000 refugees in neighbouring Chad. Humanitarian groups
unable to get to Darfur to deliver aid. Government commenced
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daily bombing raids 9 January, kiling hundreds of civilians.

Peace talks with southern SPLA rebels adjourned till 17

February. Accord on wealth sharing signed 7 January, but

agreement yet to be reached on power sharing and control of

disputed territories, despite pressure from U.S..

= “Thousands flee war in Sudan”, The Guardian, 30 Jan. 2004.

= “Hundreds killed in daily air-raids on Darfur villages”, IRIN, 29
Jan. 2004.

=“New war in Sudan’s west dims peace in south”, International
Herald Tribune, 22 Jan. 2004.

=Comment by John Prendergast and Andrew Stroehlein
(ICG), “Don't breathe a sigh of relief for Sudan just yet”, The
Observer, 20 Jan. 2004.

=“Government and rebels sign wealth sharing pact’,
International Herald Tribune (AP), 8 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Africa Report N°65, Sudan: Towards
an Incomplete Peace, 11 Dec. 2003.

SOUTHERN AFRICA

Angola Human Rights Watch report claimed more than

U.S.$4 bilion in oil revenue disappeared from Angolan

government coffers from 1997-2002, roughly equal to entire

sum government spent on social programs in same period.

Government rejected claims.

= “The shameless rich and the voiceless poor”, The Economist,
22 Jan. 2004.

=Some Transparency, No Accountability: The Use of Olil
Revenue in Angola and its Impact on Human Rights, Human
Rights Watch report, 13 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Africa Report N°61, Angola’s Choice:
Reform or Regress, 7 Apr. 2003.

Zimbabwe South Africa’s President Mbeki announced 22

January that President Mugabe had agreed to formal

negotiations with opposition MDC — but MDC says Mugabe not

serious. Trial of MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai for alleged

plot to assassinate Mugabe resumed 19 January. Police

banned MDC from launching its new economic program 29

January. Parliament amended land acquisition law to speed

up land seizures. Government finally allowed Daily News to

publish, after further court order. Official inflation dropped 20%

to 599%; drop queried by analysts.

=“Police in Zimbabwe halt opposition policy launch”, The
Guardian, 30 Jan. 2004.

=“Zimbabwe paper allowed to reopen”, International Herald
Tribune, 23 Jan. 2004.

= “Zimbabwe treason trial to resume”, Reuters, 18 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Africa Briefing, Decision Time in
Zimbabwe, 8 Jul. 2003.

WEST AFRICA

Burkina Faso Defence minister dismissed after being

guestioned about September 2003 coup plot — replaced by head

of President Campaore’s personal staff.

= “Defence minister sacked after questioning over coup attempt”,
IRIN, 18 Jan. 2004.

Cote d’lvoire Security situation remains tense. Rebels
returned to power-sharing government 6 January after 3-month
boycott. France seeking UN Security Council approval by 4
February of peacekeeping force of 6,240; U.S. has

reservations. At least 18 killed in ethnic clashes in west and

north. Policeman convicted of October murder of French

journalist and sentenced to 17 years jall.

=“France makes new appeal for Ivory Coast force”, Reuters
AlertNet, 26 Jan. 2004.

= “No fighting one year after peace accord, but still divided”, IRIN,
25 Jan. 2004.

= “18 killed as ethnic clashes continue in ‘Wild West”, IRIN, 13
Jan. 2004.

= “Ex-rebel, Ivory Coast President meet’, The Guardian (AP), 13
Jan. 2004.

= For background see ICG Africa Report N°72, Céte d'lvoire: The
War is Not Yet Over, 28 Nov. 2003.

Guinea Ailing 69-year-old president Lansana Conté sworn in

19 January for further 7-year term after elections 21 Dec.

="Alling Conté is sworn in for another 7 year term”, IRIN, 20 Jan.
2004.

=For background, see ICG Africa Report N°74, Guinea:
Uncertainties at the End of an Era, 19 Dec. 2003.

Liberia Peacekeepers deployed to several rebel held towns

for first time. Widespread looting, rapes and abduction still

occurring in areas lacking peacekeepers. Disarmament of

fighters delayed to February, possibly March. UN to appeal for

up to U.S.$500 million in aid at February donor conference.

Rebel groups began to fracture: Ayesha Keita-Conneh, wife of

LURD rebel leader, Sekou Conneh, (and spiritual adviser to

and adoptive daughter of Guinea’s President Conté)

announced she had replaced husband as leader; he denied

claim. MODEL rebels and LURD faction led by Conneh called

for leader of transitional government, Gyude Bryant, to step

down 25 January, but MODEL later retracted call.

= “Rebels back down on call for Bryant's removal’, IRIN, 27 Jan.
2004.

=“The Guns are in the Bushes” Continuing Abuses in Liberia,
Human Rights Watch briefing, 21 Jan. 2004.

= “Liberian warlord overthrown by wife”, The Scotsman, 20 Jan.
2004.

= “UN seeks $500m to rebuild Liberia”, BBC, 16 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Africa Report N°71, Liberia: Security
Challenges, 3 Nov. 2003.

ICG Africa Report N°75, Rebuilding Liberia:
Prospects and Perils, 30 January 2004. Liberia is
a collapsed state that has effectively become a
UN protectorate. Failure to achieve stability would
have a V|olent spill-over effect in the rest of West Africa. The
5-6 February donors’ conference is an opportunity to focus on
the long-term strategies, real money and hard thinking
required to pull Liberia out of crisis and develop a government
that can handle reconstruction. The immediate concern is the
security situation, which demands concentrated efforts on
disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration of fighters.

Mauritania Former Islamist mayor released on bail 20
January after being detained for 2 weeks following return from
exile in Belgium. President Taya accused Islamists of seeking
to destabilise government.

= “Mauritanian Islamist leader freed on bail”, CNN, 21 Jan. 2004.

Nigeria Ethnic clashes in south and north left many dead and
thousands displaced. Northern clashes between Islamist
militants and security forces left at least 18 militants dead, and
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caused at least 10,000 civilians to flee. At least 30 killed in

number of clashes involving ljaw militants in Niger delta.

Cameroon and Nigeria yet to reach agreement over il rich

Bakassi peninsular - awarded to Cameroon by International

Court of Justice in 2002 in decision disputed by Nigeria — but

countries agreed to introduce joint security patrols in contested

region.

= “Nigeria-Cameroon border progress”, BBC, 31 Jan. 2004

= “Muslim fundamentalist uprising raises fear of terrorism”,
IRIN, 25 Jan. 2004.

= "18 killed in ethnic clash in Niger delta”, IRIN, 12 Jan. 2004.

=“10,000 displaced by Muslim uprising in northeast”, IRIN, 6
Jan. 2004.

Sierra Leone New UN Special Representative,

Ambassador Daudi Ngelautwa Mwakawago of Tanzania,

arrived in Freetown to head UN mission (UNAMSIL). U.S. lifted

unilateral sanctions against Sierra Leone, replaced them with

trade restrictions on conflict diamonds. Special Court for Sierra

Leone accused detained militia leader Chief Sam Norman of

inciting civil unrest, and banned all communications with him.

= “Special Court accuses indicted militia chief of inciting civil
unrest’, IRIN, 22 Jan. 2004.

=“Arriving in Sierra Leone, new UN envoy pledges to
consolidate peace efforts”, UN News Centre, 13 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Africa Report N°67, Sierra Leone:
The State of Security and Governance, 2 Sept. 2003.

Asia
/Pacific

CENTRAL ASIA

Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev warned

international organisations to stop interfering in Kazakhstan's

internal affairs following widespread criticism of restrictive draft

media law, approved by parliament in December. Law still to

be considered by senate.

=“Journalists concerned about effects of draft media law”,
RFE/RL, 16 Jan. 2004,

= “Nazarbaev rounds on ‘foreign meddlers”, IWPR, 9 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Report N°72, Is Radical Islam
Inevitable in Central Asia? Priorities for Engagement, 22 Dec.

Kyrgyzstan Discovery of listening devices in offices of

several opposition MPs provoked political storm. MPs blame

National Security Service (NSS), while government says

opposition trying to generate controversy ahead of 2005

elections. Seven opposition parties joined to form united bloc;

say they will back 1 candidate to run against President Akayev.

=“Power for the people: New opposition bloc formed in
Kyrgyzstan”, RFE/RL Central Asia Report, 26 Jan. 2004.

= “Kyrgyz bugging affair”, IWPR, 17 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Reports N°66, Youth in Central
Asia: Losing the New Generation, 31 Oct. 2003; and N°37,
Kyrgyzstan's Political Crisis: An Exit Strategy, 20 Aug. 2002.

Tajikistan Court sentenced Shamsuddin Shamsuddinov,
deputy chairman of opposition Islamic Renaissance Party
(IRP), to 16 years in jail on variety of charges, including
organising illegal armed group during Tajikistan's 1992-1997
civil war. IRP says charges part of crackdown on opposition

and show regime’s increasing disregard for 1997 peace

agreement which ended war and brought IRP into government.

President Rakhmonov sacked presidential guard commander,

adding to growing list of officials sacked in recent weeks.

= “President dismisses government loyalists, opposition figures”,
RFE/RL, 29 Jan. 2004.

= “Islamic party official jailed”, RFE/RL Central Asia Report, 19
Jan. 2004.

= “Independent newspapers under pressure”, IWPR, 7 Jan.
2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Reports N°66, Youth in Central
Asia: Losing the New Generation, 31 Oct. 2003; and N°51,
Tajikistan: A Roadmap for Development, 24 Apr. 2003.

Turkmenistan Under U.S. pressure, authorities lifted exit

visa requirement for Turkmen citizens, but move unlikely to

herald significant change in region’s most repressive state.

= “Turkmenbashi scraps visa system”, IWPR, 23 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Reports N°66, Youth in Central
Asia: Losing the New Generation, 31 Oct. 2003; and N°44,
Cracks in the Marble: Turkmenistan's Failing Dictatorship, 17
Jan. 2003.

Uzbekistan Authorities rejected second attempt by Birlik,

Uzbek opposition movement, to register as political party.

International NGOs under increasing pressure from

government, with new registration requirements. Government

concerned by possible impact of NGOs on political situation

following Georgian revolution.

=“Uzbek government re-registering international, domestic
NGOs”", RFE/RL, 28 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Reports N°72, Is Radical Islam
Inevitable in Central Asia? Priorities for Engagement, 22 Dec.
2003; and N°46, Uzbekistan's Reform Program: lllusion or
Reality?, 18 Feb. 2003.

SOUTH ASIA

Afghanistan New constitution adopted 4 January after 21

days of often acrimonious negotiations. President Karzai's bid to

retain strong presidency largely successful. Presidential

elections scheduled for June but UN said unlikely as security

concerns meant only 3% of voters registered. Violence

worsened after Loya Jirga lull. Over 70 deaths, mainly around

Kandahar. Canadian peacekeeper, British soldier killed in

suicide blasts 27, 28 January in Kabul. 29 January 7 U.S.

soldiers killed in apparently accidental weapons cache blast in

Ghazni. Sixteen Afghan civilians killed, 57 wounded in 6 January

strike aimed at Provincial Reconstruction Team’s office. In 18

January bombing U.S. claimed to have killed 5 militants;

Saghatho village officials claimed 11 civilians were killed.

= “High alert in Kabul after attacks”, BBC, 29 Jan. 2004.

= “Afghan narcotics add to woes”, Boston Globe, 22 Jan. 2004.

=“The Taliban Creep Back”, International Herald Tribune, 20
Jan. 2004.

= “Warlords stifle promise of Afghan Constitution”, International
Herald Tribune, 14 Jan. 2004.

= “Afghans Approve a New Constitution”, IWPR, 4 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Briefing, Afghanistan: The
Constitutional Loya Jirga, 12 Dec. 2003.

India (non-Kashmir) Bhutanese military claimed to have
wiped out all 30 anti-Indian insurgent camps in Bhutan. Chief
ministers in Indian northeast called for Myanmar and
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Bangladesh to do same. ULFA insurgents retaliated with 3

attacks on oil pipelines in upper Assam. PM Vajpayee

announced early elections for April to seek new mandate.

Government's decision to abolish 9 municipal districts in Uttar

Pradesh 14 January resulted in 4 days of violent

demonstrations, over 60 arrested. Karbi and Kuki ethnic clash

in Assam killed 3 on 19 January.

= “India rises as strategic US ally”, Christian Science Monitor,
26 Jan. 2004.

= “U.P. decision to abolish 9 districts sparks violence”, The
Hindu, 14 Jan. 2004.

= “Vajpayee hopeful of new government by April”, The Hindu,
12 Jan. 2004.

= “Back to playing cricket”, The Economist, 6 Jan. 2004.

£ 89 Kashmir Breakthrough announcement of bilateral

India-Pakistan 16-18 February talks after 6 January
meeting between Indian PM Vajpayee and Pakistan’'s
President Musharraf. All Parties Hurriyat Conference (Kashmir
separatist alliance) met Vajpayee in New Delhi 23 January and
confirmed their commitment to peaceful resolution of Kashmir
issue. Violence continued between hardline Kashmiri
separatists and Indian forces. Grenade thrown by suspected
militants at mosque in Jammu 8 January wounded 18.
Separate clashes between Indian troops and Kashmiri militants
claimed 3 soldiers, 22 militants including several separatists
leaders. Pakistan proposed March talks to discuss bus service
between Kashmir capitals Muzaffarabad and Srinagar,
opposed by Kashmiri militants.
= “Five top rebels among 13 killed in Kashmir”, Reuters AlertNet,
30 Jan. 2004.

= “Kashmiri separatists back Indian PM's peace moves”, Reuters
AlertNet, 23 Jan. 2004.

= “Kashmir's promise of peace”, The Washington Post, 22 Jan.
2004.

= “Peace in their sights”, The Guardian, 21 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Reports N°s 68, 69 70,
Kashmir: The View From Islamabad; The View From New
Delhi; and Learning from the Past, 4 Dec. 2003.

Nepal Conflict with Maoist rebels continued unabated. Mayor

of southern city of Birgunj killed 15 January; bus explosion

kiled 3 on 16 January; government soldiers killed 7 Maoist

rebels in Dolokha district 21 January. Students claimed anti-

monarchy protests in Kathmandu and Pokhara resulted in 120

arrests. Pro-democracy protesters in Kathmandu 30 January

called for King Gyanendra to fire loyalist PM. Maoists indicated

could accept constitutional monarchy if king gave up control of

army.

= “Nepal Maoists may accept monarchy”, BBC, 23 Jan. 2004.

= “Nepali soldiers kill seven rebels in clash”, Reuters AlertNet,
21 Jan. 2004.

=“Nepal rebels bomb passenger bus, three killed”, Reuters
AlertNet, 16 Jan. 2004.

= “Nepal mayor shot dead”, BBC, 15 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Briefing, Nepal: Back to the
Gun, 22 Oct. 2003.

Pakistan Parliament's vote of confidence extended
President Musharraf's presidency until end of 2007. Vote
followed deal with Islamist coalition (MMA) in exchange for
promise to retire as chief of army staff by end of 2004.
Musharraf addressed parliament for first time since coup 4
years ago, promised to clamp down on extremism; heckled by

opposition lawmakers during speech. Two planes containing

some opposition members diverted, preventing members’

attendance at address. Karachi car bomb outside Anglican

cathedral 15 January wounded 11. Western intelligence

sources said Pakistani scientists traded uranium enrichment

technology with North Korea, Libya and Iran. Government

admitted nuclear scientists may have been involved in

proliferation deals. Officially 9 nuclear scientists detained,

causing domestic upheaval as supporters condemned arrests

of ‘national heroes’. Dr Qadeer Khan, ‘father of the bomb’,

sacked as government scientific advisor 31 January.

= “Pakistan fires ‘father of bomb™, CNN, 31 Jan. 2004.

=Comment by Samina Ahmed (ICG) “Pakistan's unkept
promise: The untamed madrasas”, International Herald
Tribune , 26 Jan. 2004.

= “Investigation of nuclear 'heroes' divides Pakistan”, Christian
Science Monitor, 26 Jan. 2004.

= “Parliamentary chaos in Pakistan”, CNN, 17 Jan. 2004.

= “Dangerous Liaisons”, Newsline Pakistan, 16 Jan. 2004.

ICG Asia Report N°73, Unfulfilled Promises:
Pakistan's Failure to Tackle Extremism, 16
January 2004. Two years after President Pervez

= Musharraf pledged sweeping reforms of
Paklstan s madrasas, these Islamic schools remain the key
breeding ground for radical Islamist ideology and terrorist
jihadi networks. Musharraf's dependence on the religious
right for his regime’s survival means he has failed to move
against the mullahs or the madrasas in any significant way.
There is still no president-ial ordinance to regulate
madrasas as was promised, no national curriculum has
been developed and most madrasas remain unregistered.
The failure to rein in the madrasas is just one part of a
general failure to scale back jihadi culture.

Sri Lanka Feud between President Kumaratunga
and PM Wickremesinghe continued with both sides
intransigent over control of defence ministry. Sri Lankan
government demanded 9 January Kumaratunga renegotiate
ceasefire with Tamils or give up security portfolio appropriated
in November. Kumaratunga claimed she could keep office 1
year longer than expected, until 2006, due to early investiture
and second secret inauguration ceremony: claim rejected by
government. Snap elections possible as Kumaratunga’s Sri
Lanka Freedom Party (in opposition) signed alliance with
Marxist People’s Liberation Front (JVP), Sri Lanka's third
largest party, creating The United People’s Freedom Alliance.
JVP opposed to devolution of power to minority Tamils. Tamil
Tigers (LTTE) continued to warn that peace process under
threat. Norway replaced leader of monitoring mission whom
Kumaratunga had accused of anti-government bias.
Delegation from LTTE travelled to Norway for talks 28 January.
=“No end in sight to Sri Lankan political feud”, Reuters
AlertNet, 29 Jan. 2004.
= “Norway put on notice as Sri Lanka president cuts deal with
leftist party”, AFP, 21 Jan. 2004.
=“Sri Lankan president casts pall over peace talks”, Christian
Science Monitor, 21 Jan. 2004.

NORTH EAST ASIA

China (internal) Thousands marched through streets of
Hong Kong 1 January calling for full democracy in former
British colony.
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= “Mass rally demands Hong Kong democracy”, The Globe and
Mail (AP), 1 Jan. 2004.

North Korea Pyongyang offered ‘bold concession’ 6

January after plans for 6-way talks stalled in December: U.S.

economic aid, end to sanctions and removal from ‘axis of evil’

list in return for suspended nuclear power program and halt to

nuclear weapon construction. Unofficial U.S. delegation visited

Yongbyon nuclear site, noted empty spent-fuel facility. North

Korea claimed the 8,000 fuel rods had been reprocessed to

extract plutonium. Visit seen as North Korean effort to show

nuclear capabilities. Gestures to Japan indicated attempts to

normalise relations before new talks.

= “Playing with plutonium”, The Economist, 22 Jan. 2004.

=“The North Korea deadlock: a report from the region”,
Brookings Institution, 15 Jan. 2004.

= “North Korea's offer is 'positive’ to Powell”, International Herald
Tribune, 7 Jan. 2004.

= “Wrong Lesson”, The Washington Post, 14 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Report N°61, North Korea: A
Phased Negotiation Strategy, 1 Aug. 2003.

Taiwan Strait Under U.S. pressure, President Chen Shui-
ban modified language of proposed 20 March referendum:
voters now to be asked whether they approve increasing
purchases of U.S. weapons should China fail to redeploy
missiles aimed at Taiwan,; earlier version involved direct call for
removal of missiles. China condemned revised language,
saying referendum would bring tensions to “brink of danger”.
French President Jacques Chirac called poll “grave mistake”,
angering Taipei.
= “China still rejects Taiwan referendum”, The Washington Post,
19 Jan. 2004.
= For background, see ICG Asia Report N°53 - 55, Taiwan Strait
|I: What's Left of ‘One China'?; Taiwan Strait II: The Risk of
War; and Taiwan Strait Ill: The Chance of Peace, 6 June 2003.

SOUTH EAST ASIA

Indonesia Violence continues in Aceh after Free Aceh
Movement (GAM) called for 2 day ceasefire to facilitate release
of 80 hostages. Indonesian military (TNI) agreed on condition
GAM formally renounce tactic of civilian hostage taking. Total
of 143 captured separatists to be transferred to detention
centres on Java. Explosion in cafe 10 January in South
Sulawesi town of Palopo killed 4. Police questioned and
released 7 people in relation to blast. Cache of weapons found
in Poso by authorities, suspected links to Jemaah Islamiah.
Supreme Court upheld Bali bomber Amrozi's death sentence.
Trial commenced 27 January of Mohammad Rais accused of
recruiting Marriot hotel suicide bomber. Threat of state of
emergency being declared in West Papua ahead of elections.
Tensions rising on border with East Timor (see East Timor
section). National Intelligence Agency (BIN) to be given
broader powers after President Megawati signed decree
authorising agency to open offices in all provinces, regencies
and municipalities across Indonesia.
= “Militant accused of recruiting Marriott suicide bomber goes on
trial”, The Jakarta Post, 27 Jan. 2004.
= “Storm brewing in Papua”, Asia Times Online, 24 Jan. 2004.
= “Indonesian police examine links between Palopo blast and
other bombings”, AFP, 19 Jan. 2004.
= “Indonesia to incarcerate Aceh separatists on penal island”,
AP, 19 Jan. 2004.

= “Intelligence body will have offices in regencies”, The Jakarta
Post, 8 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Asia Report N°71, Indonesia
Backgrounder: A Guide to the 2004 Elections, 18 Dec. 2003.

East Timor Government called for UN to extend its
mission beyond 20 May deadline. At present 2000 UN
personnel in East Timor. UN Secretary General to report to
Security Council in February. Australian Defence Force chief,
General Peter Cosgrove, said his troops should remain in
East Timor even if UN pulls out in May. Two issues raising
tensions on border with Indonesia: East Timorese upset by
Indonesian military exercises on Palau Batek, small island off
coast of East Timorese enclave. Secondly, group composed
of disgruntled former Fretilin members, Kolimau, allegedly
infiltrating from East Timor into West Timor to recruit former
militas there to help destabilise East Timor once UN
peacekeepers withdraw May 2004.
= “East Timor says UN peacekeepers must stay on”, ABC Radio
Australia News, 21 Jan. 2004.
= “Indonesia flexes military muscle in border dispute with East
Timor”, ReliefWeb, 21 Jan. 2004.

Myanmar (Burma) Informal ceasefire again agreed

between Karen National Union (KNU), Myanmar’s largest rebel

group, and Yangon. KNU senior figure insisted further talks

needed. Karen National Progressive Party claimed 14 January

that Myanmar troops had forced 2,000 ethnic Karennis from

their homes. Government released 26 National League for

Democracy members.

= “Truce with rebels would give Yangon junta a boost”, Asia
Times Online, 30 Jan. 2004.

= Comment by Bono and Mitch McConnell, “A heroine of
democracy, left far too lonely”, International Herald Tribune, 19
Jan. 2004.

= “Burma releases 26 members of Aung San Suu Kyi's party”,
ABC News, 16 Jan. 2004.

=For background, see ICG Asia Report N°52, Myanmar
Backgrounder: Ethnic Minority Politics, 7 May 2003.

Philippines President Arroyo announced progress in peace

talks with rebel groups. Exploratory talks announced for

February between government and secessionist Moro Islamic

Liberation Front (MILF). Bomb in Mindanao linked to local

political rivalries killed 10. Formal talks between government

and communist New People's Army (NPA) also to resume in

February. NPA attacked power plant 10 January killing 3.

President Arroyo met Malaysian PM Badawi in Manila for talks

on southern peace process. Malaysia to send truce monitors.

Military officers under investigation following accusations that

defence secretary ordered soldiers to spy on opposition

candidates for presidential elections.

= “Soldiers' protest exposes woes in Philippine army”, Reuters
AlertNet, 30 Jan. 2004.

= “Beyond the Abu Sayyaf’, Foreign Affairs, Jan./Feb. 2004.

= “Manila to resume peace talks with Marxist rebels”, Reuters
AlertNet, 13 Jan. 2004.

= “A long wait for real peace on Mindanao”, International Herald
Tribune, 6 Jan. 2004.

Q Thailand Wave of violence in south blamed on separatist

Islamist militants. Weapons depot looting and arson attacks on
21 government schools 4 January, followed by 10 deaths in
several incidents. In response, martial law declared in Pattani,
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Narathiwat and Yala provinces in predominantly Muslim south.

Arrest warrants for 4 Muslim militants issued. Security

clampdown fuelling resentment. Thai PM Thaksin Shinawatra

blamed lethal machete attacks on 3 Buddhist monks as work

of separatists attempting to ignite religious conflict.

= “Thai south needs reforms, not guns”, The Straits Times, 30
Jan. 2004.

=“Malaysia and Thailand cooperate on border patrol”,
International Herald Tribune (AP), 13 Jan. 2004.

= “Thai Muslims chafe under martial law after attacks”, Reuters
AlertNet, 11 Jan. 2004.

PACIFIC

Papua New Guinea Legality of 5-month adjournment of
parliament questioned by ombudsman. Government adjourned
parliament to escape vote of no confidence after failing to
amend constitution. Deployment of 300 Australian police and
civil servants to address growing lawlessness as condition of
Australian aid program to take place within weeks.

= “Police set for PNG deployment”, ABC News, 23 Jan. 2004.
=“‘PNG ombudsman questions legality of five month

parliamentary recess”, ABC Radio Australia, 23 Jan. 2004.

Europe -

BALKANS

Bosnia & Herzegovina Failed attempts by NATO's

Stabilisation Force (SFOR) to locate former Bosnian Serb

president Radovan Karadzic and military leader Ratko Mladic

caused Hague War Crimes Tribunal to question Boshian and

Western political will. Posters in support of Karadzic appeared

in his wartime base, Pale, after 4-day NATO-led operation

failed. Police arrested former president Jelavic on organised

crime charges. High Rep. Paddy Ashdown launched attempt to

unite city of Mostar institutions presently divided between

Bosnian Muslims and Croats.

= “Ashdown in new bid to heal Bosnia's divided Mostar”,
Reuters AlertNet, 28 Jan. 2004.

=“What has not happened in Bosnia”, International Herald
Tribune, 27 Jan. 2004.

= “Influential Bosnian Croat trio arrested”, Transitions Online,
26 Jan. 2004.

= “On the Karadzic trail”, IWPR Balkan Crisis Report N°476, 15
Jan. 2004.

= “New reform plan fails to unite Bosnians”, IWPR Balkan Crisis
Report N°476, 15 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Balkans Reports N°150, Building
Bridges in Mostar, 20 Nov. 2004 and N°146, Bosnia’'s
Nationalist Governments: Paddy Ashdown and the Paradoxes
of State Building, 22 Jul. 2003.

Kosovo Head of UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) Harri
Holkeri warned Kosovo's parliament it had no authority to
debate changes to Constitutional Framework. Urged Serb
leaders to participate in working groups on plan for
implementation of UN'’s standards (to be met before discussion
of final status) after they refused to participate following
UNMIK'’s rejection of their objections to the Kosovo standards

document. UNMIK called on Belgrade to return more than 200

exhumed bodies to Albanian Kosovar relatives. Hague tribunal

allowed 3 indicted war criminals to be tried in Serbia. Kosovo

PM Rexhepi replaced senior official responsible for liaison with

UNMIK at behest of UNMIK, who accused official of

undermining public opinion on cooperation between

government and UN mission.

= “Kosovo: Radical Fillip for Serbs”, IWPR Balkan Crisis Report
N°476, 15 Jan. 2004.

= Comment by Laura Silber “Bush has neglected the Balkans for
too long”, International Herald Tribune, 13 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Europe Report N°148, Two to
Tango: An Agenda for the New Kosovo SRSG, 3 Sept. 2003.

Macedonia 40-year-old church dispute re-surfaced.

Government attempted to maintain unity in Macedonian

Orthodox Church (MPC) by arresting Orthodox Bishop Zoran

Vraniskovski, who advocates return to Serbian Orthodox

Church (SPC) control. Autocephaly for MPC, declared in 1967,

not recognised by Serbian Holy Synod and therefore by other

Orthodox churches. Bishop Zoran reported to have support of

30% of Orthodox Macedonian monks. Ten years after being

established Albanian-language Tetovo University given full

legal status 21 January amid protests by ethnic Macedonian

opposition parties.

= “Pro-Serb revolt rocks Macedonian Church”, IWPR Balkan
Crisis Report N°477, 22 Jan. 2004.

= “Macedonian-Serbian Church dispute enters new round”,
RFE/RL, 22 Jan. 2004.

= “Macedonia: Albanian party dominates by default’, IWPR
Balkan Crisis Report N°476, 15 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Europe Report N°149, Macedonia:
No Time for Complacency, 23 Oct. 2003.

Serbia Political instability continues. On 27 January
Parliament failed to pick Speaker, and second session
scheduled for 30 January postponed indefinitely. Process
stalled by disagreement between 2 largest democratic
parties, Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS) and Democratic
Party (DS). DSS refuses to join majority government with
DS unless DS cleans house of allegedly corrupt elements.
DSS efforts to form minority government with Serbian
Movement of Renewal-New Serbia coalition (SPO-NS) and
G17+ failed. DSS leader Vojislav Kostunica’'s recurrent
suggestion to form a “concentration” government of all
political parties including parties of war crimes indictees
Slobodan Milosevic and Vojislav Sesel;, failed due to refusal
of DS and G17+ to support. Threat of new elections looms.
Newly-passed US appropriations bill mentions arrest of Hague
indictee Ratko Mladic as condition of U.S. financial assistance.
Parties with either explicit or ambiguous anti-western positions
now hold majority of parliamentary seats, and Milosevic-era
oligarchy has played strong and worrying role in elections and
coalition negotiations.
=“EU warns Serbia over government delay” IWPR Balkan
Crisis Report N°478, 29 Jan. 2004.
= “Serbia’s horse trading continues”, Transitions Online, 13 Jan.
2004.
= “Milosevic's party won't assign him a seat”, The Guardian, 11
Jan. 2004.
= For background, see ICG Europe Report N°152, Southern
Serbia’s Fragile Peace, 9 Dec. 2003.
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CAUCASUS

Azerbaijan Authorities rejected opposition party appeal for

release on bail of dozens of detainees arrested during

demonstrations following fraudulent 15 October presidential

election. Baku courts ruled 4 opposition leaders and editor of

opposition daily must remain in pretrial detention for further 3

months. Council of Europe and Human Rights Watch

condemned government's post-election crackdown.

= Crushing Dissent: Repression, Violence and Azerbaijan’s
Elections, Human Rights Watch report, Jan. 2004.

= “Appeal for Azerbaijani detainees’ release rejected”, RFE/RL,
7 Jan. 2004.

Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili received over 96% of vote in 4
January presidential election, reported by international and
local observers to have been significantly fairer than 2
November parliamentary vote: inaugurated 25 January amid
festive atmosphere in Thilisi. New parliamentary election set for
28 March. Following Saakashvili victory, Aslan Abashidze,
authoritarian leader of Ajara region, reimposed state of
emergency and arrested members of pro-Saakashvili youth
organisation, Kmara. Indications Abashidze’s regime
weakening vis a vis Thilisi; following conciliatory gestures from
both sides, tensions high in anticipation of move by
Abashidze’s opponents, backed by Thilisi, to oust him. U.S.
said would help pay for closure of Russian military bases in
Georgia, including one in Ajara, after Russia claimed
withdrawal would take 11 years. Following meeting with UN
special envoy Heidi Tagliavini, Abkhaz foreign minister said
ready to resume peace talks with Thilisi. Turkey seeking
mediation role.
= “Is time running out for Aslan Abashidze?”, RFE/RL Caucasus
Report, 15 Jan. 2004.
= “US offer for Russian base exit”, The Guardian, 14 Jan. 2004.
=Comment by Damien Helly and Giorgi Gogia (ICG),
“Saakashvil's New Year's Headache”, Transitions Online, 12
Jan. 2004.
=“Huge support, and challenges, for young Georgian”,
International Herald Tribune, 6 Jan. 2004.
= For background, see ICG Europe Report N°151, Georgia:
What Now?, 3 Dec. 2003.

Nagorno-Karabakh Turkey offered to hold trilateral talks

with Armenia and Azerbaijan over disputed Azerbaijani

territory, occupied by Armenian forces since 1993.

= “Azerbaijan warns Turkey against lifting Armenian embargo”,
RFE/RL Caucasus Report, 15 Jan. 2004.

=“Turkey again offers to mediate between Armenia,
Azerbaijan”, RFE/RL, 12 Jan. 2004.

EASTERN EUROPE

Moldova Talks held in Brussels 16 January between officials
from EU, Moldova and Ukraine regarding possible joint border
monitoring regime to stem smuggling across Transdniestrian
portion of  Moldova-Ukraine  frontier. In  Tiraspol,
Transdniestrian officials again rejected idea of placing OSCE
peacekeepers in region between breakaway republic and
Moldova.

= “U.S. calls on Moldova, Transdniester to resume negotiations”,

RFE/RL, 12 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Europe Report N°147, Moldova: No
Quick Fix, 12 Aug. 2003.

Russia (Chechnya) Conflicting versions of end to last
month’s incursion by Chechen rebels into neighbouring
Dagestan. Russian officials say troops killed all but 3 rebels;
latter say most made it back to Chechnya. Meanwhile, fighting
continues with no end in sight. Official Russian statistics
showed sharp rise in number of rebel attacks in 2003.

= “Russia seizes some militants, rebel attacks soar”, Reuters

AlertNet, 20 Jan. 2004.
= “Chechnya: the fighting goes on”, IWPR, 15 Jan. 2004.

WESTERN EUROPE/MEDITERRANEAN

Corsica Explosion 11 January destroyed buildings; no one

claimed responsibility. Truce between nationalists and French

government has lasted 2 months.

= “Bomb destroys eight buildings in Corsica”, Reuters AlertNet,
11 Jan. 2004.

£ 89 Cyprus Prospects for reunification improved as new

coalition government formed in Turkish Cyprus. Pro-
reunification Republican party leader and new prime minister
Mehmet Ali Talat joined by Democrat Party’s Serdar Denktash,
son of President Rauf Denktash. 1 May set by new
government as date to find solution based on previously
rejected UN plan. EU leaders pushed Turkey to encourage
resolution of Cyprus issue in light of its bid for EU membership.
Turkish PM Erdogan met UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 24
January and asked for renewed efforts by UN to find solution.
Annan conditioned talks on both sides agreeing to UN blueprint
as basis for negotiations and referendum on results. Sec. State
Powell indicated willingness of U.S. to help sides reach
agreement.
=“UN holds off on setting Cyprus talks”, International Herald
Tribune, 31 Jan. 2004.
= “Why the White House is pushing Cyprus solution”, Christian
Science Monitor, 30 Jan. 2004.
= “Turkey surprises Greek leaders”, BBC, 26 Jan. 2004.

Northern Ireland DUP leader lan Paisley to retire from

European Parliament in June, but will remain Assembly

Member and head of DUP. Review of Good Friday Agreement

to begin 3 February. Review talks team boosted by defection of

former Ulster Unionists. DUP had first face to face meeting with

Irish government 29 January marking ‘new phase’ in relations.

=“Irish government, Northern Ireland hard-liners hold first
meeting”, AP, 29 Jan. 2004.

= “Blair's NI deadlock pledge”, BBC, 14 Jan. 2004.

= “Ulster parties in Good Friday review”, The Guardian, 12 Jan.
2004.

ICG Europe Briefing, Monitoring the Northern
Ireland Ceasefires: Lessons from the Balkans, 23
January 2004. Two experiences of ceasefire
monitoring in the Balkans — the unsuccessful
Kosovo Verification Mission of 1998-1999 and the much more
fruitful mission of the Office of the High Representative (OHR)
in Bosnia and Herzegovina since 1995 — hold valuable lessons
for the newly established Independent Monitoring Commission
(IMC) in Northern Ireland. Compared to the Kosovo mission,
the IMC has two significant advantages: a broader range cont
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cont of sanctions it can recommend, thus allowing a more
sophisticated deterrent, and direct links to military and police
intelligence on both sides of the Irish border. The IMC has
potential to have a positive impact but it should make its
procedures more transparent than OHR's.

L

L

Spain (Basque region) Spain’s Constitutional Court
upheld ban on Basque separatist party Batasuna after it refused
to condemn ETA, the pro-Basque independence group.

= “Spain maintains Basque party ban”, BBC, 17 Jan. 2004.

Turkey Turkish government agreed to compensate Turkish
Kurds for human rights abuses at hands of security forces.
Signed total ban on capital punishment. Military voiced
concerns about Kurdish federation in northern Iraq, indicated
federation should be based on geographical, not ethnic, lines.
Incirlik airbase near Syrian border reopened to U.S. for
logistical and humanitarian missions, after being closed for
duration of Iraq war.
= “Turkey promises to compensate Kurds after years of terror”,
The Guardian, 22 Jan. 2004.
= “Turkey warns over 'ethnic Iraq”, BBC, 16 Jan. 2004.
=Comment by Thomas Friedman “Turkey, the EU and
History”, International Herald Tribune, 12 Jan. 2004.

Latin America
©/Caribbean

LATIN AMERICA

Bolivia President of landlocked Bolivia called on Chile to
hand over strip of coastline seized in 1879-83 war —
President of Chile had previously offered economic corridor
but refused to discuss land transfer. U.S. increasingly
concerned about stability of Bolivia, called for more aid from
international community to support economic reform.
=‘From here to 2007, without falling’, The Economist
(subscription), 22 Jan. 2004.
= “Old Pacific spat flares between Chile and Bolivia”, Reuters, 13
Jan. 2004.

Colombia Senior FARC rebel leader, Simén Trinidad,

captured in Ecuador 2 January — most senior rebel leader

captured in FARC's 40-year history. In new campaign, army

began pushing into rebel-held parts of country. Leader of AUC

paramilitary unit that disarmed in November gave

unprecedented address to Congress, calling for legislation to

protect paramilitaries who disarmed. Organization of American

States agreed 25 January to monitor disarmament of

paramilitaries. EU called on government to respect rule of law,

in veiled criticism of emergency detention powers for military,

approved by Congress in December.

= “Colombia targeting rebel strongholds”, The Washington Post,
25 Jan. 2004.

= “Ex-anti-rebel addresses Colombia Congress”, The Guardian
(AP), 21 Jan. 2004.

= “Army thins out rebel leadership”, Miami Herald, 10 Jan. 2004.

= “Colombia’s security policy”, The Economist, 8 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Latin America Report N°6, Colombia:
President Uribe's Democratic Security Policy, 13 Nov. 2003.

<P

>

Dominican Republic Heading towards political

and economic crisis. At least 5 killed 28-29 January

in clashes with police after 48-hour strike over proposed

economic austerity measures turned violent. After changing

constitution last year to allow him to run for second term in

May 2004 elections, President Hipolito Mejia now seeking

further electoral reform to strengthen his candidacy. Moves

causing turmoil in his ruling PRD party.

= “Several dead in Domincan clashes”, BBC, 30 Jan. 2004.

= “Another crisis brewing in the Caribbean” , The Miami Herald,
26 Jan. 2004.

= “President, 3 rivals provoke a political crisis in Dominican
Republic”, The Miami Herald, 23 Jan. 2004.

Ecuador Thousands marched to protest economic policies of

President Gutierrez 21 January, on fourth anniversary of

indigenous movement's seizure of government institutions that

led to Gutierrez presidency.

= “Protests mark Ecuador coup anniversary”, Reuters AlertNet,
21 Jan. 2004.

Guatemala Newly elected President Oscar Berger took

office 14 January. Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta

Menchu agreed to join government in peace accord monitoring

role. Government agreed to UN establishing independent

commission to investigate resurgence of rural illegal

paramilitary groups.

=“UN help for Guatemala”, The International Herald Tribune,
23 Jan. 2004.

=“Nobel laureate to join Guatemala govt”’, The Guardian, 17
Jan. 2004.

= “Guatemala welcomes new President, while former dictator
loses immunity”, San Francisco Chronicle (AP), 14 Jan. 2004.

{} }7 Haiti Strikes and protest marches against President

Aristide continued almost daily. Aristide warned 17
January that protests were attempts at coup d'état that would
lead to death and destruction throughout country. On 18
January unidentified gunmen fired on protesters, killing 1 and
wounding 6. Up to 20,000 marched in Port-au-Prince 27
January, calling for Aristide’s resignation. Terms of most
legislators expired 12 January, rendering parliament
powerless. Aristide and opposition unable to agree on new
elections. Amnesty International called for investigation of
human rights abuses against demonstrators.
= “Impatience with Aristide nears boiling point”, International
Herald Tribune, 31 Jan. 2004.

=“Thousands call on Hait's Aristide to resign”, Reuters
AlertNet, 27 Jan. 2004.

=“Gunmen hit march against Haiti leader”, The Boston Globe,
19 Jan. 2004.

=“Haiti leader calls for vote, opposition sceptical’, Reuters
AlertNet, 14 Jan. 2004.

Peru Interior minister warned of possible marches, road
blocks and national strike during February 18-20 convention of
coca growers in Lima. Widespread dissatisfaction with
President Toledo may lead to further protests in coming
months. Former spy chief Vladimiro Montesinos went on trial
20 January on charges he arranged supply of arms to
Colombian FARC rebels.

="Peru warns of threat of Bolivia style protests”, Reuters
AlertNet, 21 Jan. 2004.
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= “Peru’s unpopular leader on a knife edge in 2004”, Reuters
AlertNet, 20 Jan. 2004.

=“Peru ex-spy chief goes on trial for arms trafficking to
Colombia rebels”, San Francisco Chronicle, 20 Jan. 2004.

Venezuela U.S., Mexico and Organization of American

States called on President Chavez to allow recall referendum

on his rule to take place. Chavez claimed that his opponents

had not collected enough valid signatures for referendum to

take place - but he was prepared for electoral council to

determine otherwise. He also pledged to step down if defeated

in recall. After dispute with central bank directors, Chavez

threatened to take over bank.

= “Carter: Venezuela's Chavez promises to quit if he loses any
recall”, San Francisco Chronicle, 27 Jan. 2004.

=“Chavez: Venezuela will not yield to US recall pressure”,
CNN, 16 Jan. 2004.

= “Venezuela’'s Chavez tells U.S. not to meddle in Venezuela's
affairs”, San Francisco Chronicle, 10 Jan. 2004.

=“Venezuela's Chavez threatens central bank takeover”,
Reuters, 7 Jan. 2004.

- Middle East
" /North Africa

EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

Israel/Occupied Territories Investigation of Israeli PM
Ariel Sharon on bribery and corruption charges could result in
indictment in coming weeks; if indicted, PM may be forced to
resign. Sharon repeated his plan to unilaterally disengage from
parts of West Bank and Gaza if no progress made toward
peace in coming months. Palestinian PM Ahmed Qurei called
for international pressure on Israel to halt construction of
controversial security fence; said Sharon plan to withdraw
behind fence would destroy chances of 2-state solution.
100,000 Israelis, including many settlers, demonstrated against
Sharon in Tel Aviv 11 January, protesting plan to dismantle
some settlements as part of withdrawal. Prisoner exchange
between Israel and Hezbollah completed 29 January (see
Lebanon section below). Violence continued: suicide bus
bombing in Jerusalem left 10 dead 29 January; 8 Palestinans
killed in Israeli raid in Gaza 28 January; female Hamas suicide
bomber killed 4 Israelis in Gaza 14 January.
= “Sharon fights on”, The Economist, 26 Jan. 2004.
= “Young mother kills 4 Israelis in suicide blast”, International
Herald Tribune, 15 Jan. 2004.
= “Qurei slams ‘racist’ Israeli wall”, BBC, 11 Jan. 2004.
= “Things to come”, Al-Ahram Weekly, 8 Jan. 2004.

ICG Middle East Report N°21, Dealing With
Hamas, 26 January 2004. Dealing with the
Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) by a
strategy based on military action alone is
unlikely to succeed, however attractive this may seem to
those appalled by Hamas's record of violence against
civilians. Military responses have neither ensured security
nor advanced peace prospects. There would appear to be
no realistic alternative but to try to prevent escalating
violence and stem the disintegration of authority on the
Palestinian side by seeking to bring Hamas into cont

cont equation. This involves, first, pursuit of a negotiated,
reciprocal ceasefire including the PA, Hamas and Israel. It
would also involve a new internal Palestinian consensus
encompassing the mainstream secular movement, its
Islamist rival and other factions. Essential to these steps
would be an overall context of strong international
commitment to a comprehensive endgame blueprint for

peace.

D Jordan Relations with Israel deteriorated over security fence.

Amman says fence will make viable Palestinian state

impossible, and could lead Palestinians to move to Jordan,

where they already make up majority of population.

= Comment by David Ignatius, “Building a wall, breaking a
relationship”, The Washington Post, 30 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Middle East Briefing, The Challenge
of Political Reform: Jordanian Democratisation and Regional
Instability, 8 Oct. 2003.

Lebanon Following years of negotiation, German-mediated
prisoner exchange between Israel and Hezbollah took place 29
January. Deal saw Israel release 23 Lebanese, 400
Palestinian, and 12 other Arab prisoners in exchange for Israeli
businessman and bodies of 3 soldiers. Agreement reached
despite violence along Lebanese border and tensions between
Israel and Syria, Hizbollah’s main backer. On 19 January
Hizbollah guerrillas fired anti-tank missile at IDF bulldozer
which had crossed several meters into Lebanese territory,
killing Israeli soldier. Israeli warplanes struck Hizbollah
positions in southern Lebanon following day.
= “Israel and Hezbollah swap prisoners, soldiers’ remains”, CNN,
29 Jan. 2004.
=“Israeli warplanes strike Lebanon after attack”,
AlertNet, 20 Jan. 2004.
= For background, see ICG Middle East Briefing, Hizbollah:
Rebel Without a Cause?, 30 July 2003.

Reuters

Syria President Assad dismissed Israeli President Moshe

Katsav's invitation to Jerusalem for peace talks, but both sides

agreed to Turkish mediation offer. David Kay, head of U.S.

group searching for Iraq WMD, said some weapons and

documents may have been hidden in Syria, adding to already

strong U.S. pressure on Damascus for cooperation in war on

terror.

= “Syria welcomes Turkey offer to mediate with Israel’, Reuters
AlertNet, 25 Jan. 2004.

=“An isolated Syria reaches out to Turkey with visit’,
International Herald Tribune (AP), 7 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Middle East Briefing, Hizbollah:
Rebel Without a Cause?, 30 July 2003.

GULF

Iran Guardian Council, supervisory body composed of
hardline judges and clerics, vetoed candidacies of close to half
those intending to run in February general election, including
80 current MPs. Disqualifications caused storm of protest and
sit-in by MPs. Guardian Council later reinstated 1,160 of over
3,000 vetoed candidates, but reformists, led by President
Khatami, said move insufficient. Crisis deepened following
threat by reformists to boycott election if disqualifications
upheld. Meanwhile, U.S. and European diplomats unhappy
with Iranian progress in suspending enrichment of uranium —
Iran reportedly still acquiring enrichment-related equipment.
IAEA negotiating with Iran to ban such activities.
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= “Iran vote row threatens elections”, BBC, 26 Jan. 2004.
= “Reformists challenge the ban”, Al-Ahram Weekly, 22 Jan.
2004.

=“EU big 3 want Iran to drop more nuke activities”, Reuters
AlertNet, 22 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Middle East Report N°18, Dealing
with Iran's Nuclear Program, 27 Oct. 2003 and ICG Middle
East Briefing, Iran: Discontent and Disarray, 15 Oct. 2003.

Iraq U.S. looking to amend plan for handover of power to
provisional Iragi government as pressure mounting for
elections to be held in June. Pressure coming chiefly from Al
Hussein al-Sistani, leading Shiite cleric, and his followers:
100,000 marched through Baghdad 19 January. American and
UN officials discussed possible modifications to original plan,
which calls for transitional assembly to be selected by local
caucuses rather than directly; all options reportedly back on
table, including elections. Sistani said would not drop election
demand unless UN agreed with U.S. contention that elections
not feasible; UN assessment likely to be completed in
February. Lakhdar Brahimi appointed special adviser to Kofi
Annan and expected to devote much time to Iraq. Two-man
team arrived in Baghdad to inspect security situation for
potential UN return. Attacks continue unabated: 18 January
suicide bombing outside CPA HQ killed 25, and attacks across
Irag 31 January left at least 18 dead. 300 Coalition soldiers,
including 253 Americans, killed by hostile fire since declared
end of combat operations on 1 May 2003.
= “Bush and Blair under fire”, The Economist, 27 Jan. 2004.
=“Changes in U.S. Iraq plan explored”, The Washington Post,
25 Jan. 2004.
= “Al-Hawza’'s muscle”, Al-Ahram Weekly, 22 Jan. 2004.
=“100,000 Iraqis rally for elections”, International Herald
Tribune, 20 Jan. 2004.
=Kenneth Pollack, “Spies, lies, and weapons: what went
wrong”, The Atlantic Monthly, Jan. 2004.
= For background, see ICG Middle East Report N°20, Iraq:
Building a New Security Structure, 23 Dec. 2003.

Saudi Arabia Crown Prince Abdullah announced launching
of reform process in cautious televised speech. New satellite
news channel began broadcasting; opening bulletin delivered
by female presenter. Six killed in capture of suspected terrorist
in Riyadh 29 January, including 5 members of Saudi security
forces.

= “Guarded change”, Al-Ahram Weekly, 22 Jan. 2004.

= “The risks of reform”, The Economist (subscipt.), 22 Jan. 2004.
= Michael Scott Doran, “The Saudi paradox”, Foreign Affairs,

Jan./Feb. 2004.

Yemen Website posted statement purportedly from Yemeni

branch of al Qaeda threatening to strike U.S. interests in

retaliation for 2002 killing of militant leader by CIA drone plane.

Despite threat, government making progress in efforts to

improve security situation.

=“Analysis — Yemen safer than before but Qaeda threat
remains”, Reuters AlertNet, 16 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Middle East Report N°8, Yemen:
Coping with Terrorism and Violence in a Fragile State, 8 Jan.
2003.

NORTH AFRICA

Algeria Riot police dispersed protesters, among them 100

MPs, demonstrating against 30 December court decision to

freeze assets of FLN, ruling political party. MPs part of FLN

faction loyal to Ali Benflis, former prime minister sacked by

President Bouteflika, who heads rival FLN faction. Government

agreed to remove officials in Berber-dominated Kabylia region

elected in 2002 polls marred by violence and boycott. Talks

broke down, however, over issue of giving official status to

Berber language. Presidential elections due in April.

= “Berbers suspend talks with Algerian government”, Reuters
AlertNet, 27 Jan. 2004.

= “Call for Algerian leader to go”, BBC, 5 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Middle East/North Africa Report
N°15, Algeria: Unrest and Impasse in Kabylia, 10 June 2003.

Egypt New leader of Muslim Brotherhood, Mohamed Mahdi

Akef, pledged moderation and peaceful opposition to regime.

President Hosni Mubarak said 1 January that his son, Gamal,

would not inherit power; statement strongest response yet to

speculation that Mubarak preparing dynastic succession.

Diplomatic relations with Iran likely to be restored in coming

days.

= “Settling for small steps”, Al-Ahram Weekly, 22 Jan. 2004.

= “lt won't happen here”, Al-Ahram Weekly, 8 Jan. 2004.

= “Iran and Egypt ‘to restore ties”, BBC, 6 Jan. 2004.

= For background, see ICG Middle East Briefing, The Challenge
of Political Reform: Egypt After the Iraq War, 30 Sept. 2003.

Libya American and British inspectors returned to Libya to

prepare for dismantling of WMD programs. Extent of Libyan

nuclear advances and sophistication of international black

market for WMD technology surprised Western officials,

deepened proliferation concerns. Some Arab countries

reportedly complaining behind scenes that Libyan renunciation

of WMD weakens prospects of getting Israel to do same.

Israeli officials, meanwhile, said secret talks with Libya on

improving ties held in Paris; Libya denied talks took place.

= “British and U.S. experts return to dismantle Libya arms
program”, International Herald Tribune, 20 Jan. 2004.

= “Containing the rift”, Al-Ahram Weekly, 15 Jan. 2004.

=“Israeli aides confirm secret meeting with Libya to discuss
possible relations”, International Herald Tribune, 8 Jan. 2004.

Morocco Signs of modest improvement in bleak human

rights situation. King pardoned 33 political prisoners 7 January,

weeks after announcement that Justice and Reconciliation

Commission will be created to investigate past abuses.

= “An Arab first”, The Economist (subscription), 22 Jan. 2004.

= “Pardons of dozens of political prisoners is positive step”,
Amnesty International press release, 7 Jan. 2004.

Western Sahara UN Security Council followed UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan's recommendation to extend
UN mission in area (MINURSO) 3 months to allow Morocco
more time to consider peace plan. Plan, which calls for
referendum on status of Western Sahara, already accepted by
independence-seeking POLISARIO front.

= “Rabat in the process of developing response on peace plan”,

IRIN, 22 Jan. 2004.
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"ICG tells power what it thinks and advocates with both passion and effectiveness. It is a continuous source of
ideas and insights for governments, parliaments, international institutions, the media and fellow NGOs. In short,
ICG is an organization that matters..."

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell, 10 October 2003

“Together in a remarkably short time, you have made the International Crisis Group a global voice of conscience,
and a genuine force for peace. Your mediation work — and your leadership in early warning and conflict

prevention — have been enormously important.”
Kofi Annan, United Nations Secretary General, 5 October 2002

“Congratulations on your excellent new CrisisWatch publication. It fills a real gap in the market.”

Chris Patten, European Commission External Affairs Commissioner, 4 September 2003

Funding and support for the International Crisis Group

Maintaining a diverse funding base is critical to preserving ICG's political independence
and credibility in carrying out our mission to prevent and resolve deadly conflict. For
our more than $ U.S. 10 million annual budget, ICG depends on a diverse range of
governments, charitable foundations, companies and individual donors, and is
constantly seeking new sources of support. In this context, we are delighted at the
announcement of the MacArthur Foundation, on 23 January 2004, that it will make a
core-funding grant to ICG of U.S.$1 million over three years. Details of our contributors
—and how new supporters can help — may be found on the ‘donate to ICG’ page of our
website at www.crisisweb.org.

Advocacy Offices

Brussels
icgbrussels@crisisweb.org +32 2 502 9038 London
Washington icglondon@crisisweb.org +44 20 8600 2538
icgwashington@crisisweb.org +1 202 785 1601 Moscow
{ New York icgmoscow@crisisweb.org +7 095 290 4256

| n'lerial ianal icgny@crisisweb.org +1 212 813 0820

Crisis group i
Field Offices

ICG has regional or local field offices in Amman (icgamman@crisisweb.org), Belgrade (icgserbia@crisisweb.org),
Bogota (icgbogota@crisisweb.org), Dushanbe (icgdushanbe@crisisweb.org), Freetown (icgfreetown@crisisweb.org),
Islamabad (icgislamabad@crisisweb.org), Jakarta (icgjakarta@crisisweb.org), Kabul, (icgkabul@crisisweb.org),
Kathmandu (icgkathmandu@crisisweb.org), Nairobi (icgnairobi@crisisweb.org), Osh (icgosh@crisisweb.org), Pristina
(icgpristina@crisisweb.org), Sarajevo (icgsarajevo@crisisweb.org) and Thilisi (icgtbilisi@crisisweb.org); and a field
presence (with analysts operating from regional offices) in Algeria, Angola, Burundi, Céte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia/Eritrea, Guinea, Iran, Israel/Occupied Territories, Kazakhstan, Kashmir, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia,
Libya, Moldova, Morocco, Myanmar (Burma), Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Turkmenistan, Uganda,
Uzbekistan, Yemen and Zimbabwe.
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