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Patterns of Global Terrorism: 1998 

Introduction

 

The cowardly and deadly bombings of the US Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in August 1998 were powerful reminders that the threat of 
international terrorism still confronts the world. These attacks contributed to a record-high number of casualties during 1998: more than 700 
people died and almost 6,000 were wounded. It is essential that all law-abiding nations redouble their efforts to contain this global threat and 
save lives. 

Despite the Embassy bombings, the number of international terrorist attacks actually fell again in 1998, continuing a downward trend that began 
several years ago. There were no acts of international terrorism in the United States last year. This decrease in international terrorism both at 
home and abroad reflects the diplomatic and law enforcement progress we have made in discrediting terrorist groups and making it harder for 
them to operate. It also reflects the improved political climate that has diminished terrorist activity in recent years in various parts of the world. 

The United States is engaged in a long-term effort against international terrorism to protect lives and hold terrorists accountable. We will use the 
full range of tools at our disposal, including diplomacy backed by the use of force when necessary, as well as law enforcement and economic 
measures. 

US Policy

The United States has developed a counterterrorism policy that has served us well over the years and was advanced aggressively during 1998: 

●     First, make no concessions to terrorists and strike no deals. 
 

●     Second, bring terrorists to justice for their crimes. 
 

●     Third, isolate and apply pressure on states that sponsor terrorism to force them to change their behavior. 

The Secretary of State has designated seven countries as state sponsors of terrorism: Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan, and 
Syria. In addition, the US Government certified an eighth country--Afghanistan--as not fully cooperating with US antiterrorism efforts. 

●     Fourth, bolster the counterterrorism capabilities of those countries that work with the United States and require assistance.

This last element is especially important in light of the evolving threat from transnational terrorist groups. These loosely affiliated organizations 
operate more independently of state sponsors, although those relationships still exist. They are highly mobile and operate globally, raising large 
amounts of money, training in various countries, and possessing sophisticated technology. The United States must continue to work together 
with like-minded nations to close down these terrorist networks wherever they are found and make it more difficult for them to operate any 
place in the world. 

The US Response to the Africa Bombings

Following the bombings of the two US Embassies in East Africa, the US Government obtained evidence implicating Usama Bin Ladin's 
network in the attacks. To preempt additional attacks, the United States launched military strikes against terrorist targets in Afghanistan and 
Sudan on 20 August. That same day, President Clinton amended Executive Order 12947 to add Usama Bin Ladin and his key associates to the 
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list of terrorists, thus blocking their US assets-including property and bank accounts-and prohibiting all US financial transactions with them. As 
a result of what Attorney General Janet Reno called the most extensive overseas criminal investigation in US history, and working closely with 
the Kenyan and Tanzanian Governments, the US Government indicted Bin Ladin and 11 of his associates for the two bombings and other 
terrorist crimes. Several suspects were brought to the United States to stand trial. The Department of State announced a reward of up to $5 
million for information leading to the arrest or conviction of any of the suspects anywhere in the world. (1) 

New Presidential Decision Directives

On 22 May President Clinton announced the signing of two new Presidential decision directives, or PDDs, on combating terrorism and 
protecting critical infrastructures. 

●     The first directive, PDD-62, highlights the growing threat of unconventional attacks against the United States and details a new, more 
systematic approach to fighting the terrorist threat. It reinforces the mission of the many US agencies charged with roles in defeating 
terrorism. It also codifies and clarifies their activities in the wide range of US counterterrorism programs, from apprehending and 
prosecuting terrorists to increasing transportation security, enhancing response capabilities, and protecting the computer-based systems 
that lie at the heart of the US economy. The new directive also establishes the position of the National Coordinator for Security, 
Infrastructure Protection, and Counterterrorism to oversee the broad variety of relevant policies and programs. 
 

●     The second directive, PDD-63, calls for a national effort to ensure the security of the United States' increasingly vulnerable and 
interconnected infrastructures. These infrastructures include telecommunications, banking and finance, energy, transportation, and 
essential government services. The directive requires immediate US Government action, including risk assessment and planning, to 
reduce exposure to attack. It stresses the critical importance of cooperation between the US Government and the private sector by linking 
designated federal agencies with private-sector representatives.

US Diplomatic Efforts

On 24 August, Secretary Albright, in an effort to bring to justice the two Libyans suspected in the Pan Am 103 bombing, announced a joint US-
UK proposal to try them in the Netherlands before a Scottish court with Scottish judges applying Scottish law. The Arab League, the 
Organization of African Unity, the Organization of the Islamic Conference, and the Non-Aligned Movement endorsed the proposal. At yearend, 
however, Libya continued to defy UN Security Council resolutions by refusing to turn over the suspects for trial. 

The Group of 8 (G-8) partners intensified their exchange of basic information on persons and groups suspected of terrorist-linked activities. The 
eight nations also focused their efforts on trying to deprive terrorist groups of the money, acquired through criminal activities or raised by front 
organizations, used to fund operations. Toward this end, the G-8 placed major emphasis on countering terrorist fundraising and did substantial 
work to advance a French draft international convention to make such fundraising illegal. The G-8 also worked for the acceptance of a Russian-
proposed international convention against nuclear terrorism, discussed improved export controls on explosives and other terrorist-related 
materials, and considered guidelines for the prevention and resolution of international hostage-taking incidents. 

Representatives from the Organization of American States met in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on 23-24 November for the second Inter-American 
Specialized Conference on Terrorism. They agreed to recommend the creation of an Inter-American Committee on Terrorism to combat the 
threat in Latin America. They also agreed to establish a central database of information about terrorists, to follow certain guidelines for 
improving counterterrorism cooperation, and to adopt measures to eliminate terrorist fundraising. 

The United States conducts a successful program to train foreign law enforcement personnel in such areas as airport security, bomb detection, 
maritime security, VIP protection, hostage rescue, and crisis management. To date, we have trained more than 20,000 representatives from more 
than 100 countries. We also conduct an active research and development program to adapt modern technology for use in defeating terrorists. 

As Secretary Albright declared shortly after the US military strikes against terrorist targets in Afghanistan and Sudan: "The terrorists should 
have no illusion: Old Glory will continue to fly wherever we have interests to defend. We will meet our commitments. We will strive to protect 
our people. And we will wage the struggle against terror on every front, on every continent, with every tool, every day." 

Legislative Requirements

This report is submitted in compliance with Title 22 of the United States Code, Section 2656f(a), which requires the Department of State to 
provide Congress a full and complete annual report on terrorism for those countries and groups meeting the criteria of Section (a)(1) and (2) of 
the Act. As required by legislation, the report includes detailed assessments of foreign countries where significant terrorist acts occurred and 
countries about which Congress was notified during the preceding five years pursuant to Section 6(j) of the Export Administration Act of 1979 
(the so-called terrorism list countries that repeatedly have provided state support for international terrorism). In addition, the report includes all 
relevant information about the previous year's activities of individuals, terrorist organizations, or umbrella groups known to be responsible for 
the kidnapping or death of any US citizen during the preceding five years and groups known to be financed by state sponsors of terrorism. 

In 1996, Congress amended the reporting requirements contained in the above-referenced law. The amended law requires the Department of 



State to report on the extent to which other countries cooperate with the United States in apprehending, convicting, and punishing terrorists 
responsible for attacking US citizens or interests. The law also requires that this report describe the extent to which foreign governments are 
cooperating, or have cooperated during the previous five years, in preventing future acts of terrorism. As permitted in the amended legislation, 
the Department of State is submitting such information to Congress in a classified annex to this unclassified report. 

Definitions

No one definition of terrorism has gained universal acceptance. For the purposes of this report, however, we have chosen the definition of 
terrorism contained in Title 22 of the United States Code, Section 2656f(d). That statute contains the following definitions: 

●     The term "terrorism" means premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant (2) targets by subnational 
groups or clandestine agents, usually intended to influence an audience. 
 

●     The term "international terrorism" means terrorism involving citizens or the territory of more than one country. 
 

●     The term "terrorist group" means any group practicing, or that has significant subgroups that practice, international terrorism.

The US Government has employed these definitions of terrorism for statistical and analytical purposes since 1983. 

Domestic terrorism is a more widespread phenomenon than international terrorism. Because international terrorism has a direct impact on US 
interests, it is the primary focus of this report. Nonetheless, the report also describes, but does not provide statistics on, significant developments 
in domestic terrorism. 

Note

Adverse mention in this report of individual members of any political, social, ethnic, religious, or national group is not meant to imply that all 
members of that group are terrorists. Indeed, terrorists represent a small minority of dedicated, often fanatical, individuals in most such groups. 
It is those small groups-and their actions-that are the subject of this report. 

Furthermore, terrorist acts are part of a larger phenomenon of politically inspired violence, and at times the line between the two can become 
difficult to draw. To relate terrorist events to the larger context, and to give a feel for the conflicts that spawn violence, this report will discuss 
terrorist acts as well as other violent incidents that are not necessarily international terrorism. 

Michael A. Sheehan
Acting Coordinator for Counterterrorism 

Footnotes

(1) Legislation passed by Congress and signed by the President in 1998 increased the maximum amount of a reward offered under the 
Counterterrorism Rewards Program from $2 million to $5 million. 

(2) For purposes of this definition, the term "noncombatant" is interpreted to include, in addition to civilians, military personnel who at the time 
of the incident are unarmed or not on duty. For example, in past reports we have listed as terrorist incidents the murders of the following US 
military personnel: the 19 airmen killed in the bombing of the Khubar Towers housing facility in Saudi Arabia in June 1996; Col. James Rowe, 
killed in Manila in April 1989; Capt. William Nordeen, US defense attache killed in Athens in June 1988; the two servicemen killed in the La 
Belle discotheque bombing in West Berlin in April 1986; and the four off-duty US Embassy Marine guards killed in a cafe in El Salvador in 
June 1985. We also consider as acts of terrorism attacks on military installations or on armed military personnel when a state of military 
hostilities does not exist at the site, such as bombings against US bases in Europe, the Philippines, or elsewhere. 
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Patterns of Global Terrorism: 1998 

The Year in Review

 

There were 273 international terrorist attacks during 1998, a drop from the 304 attacks we recorded the previous year and the lowest annual 
total since 1971. The total number of persons killed or wounded in terrorist attacks, however, was the highest on record: 741 persons died, and 
5,952 persons suffered injuries. 

●     Most of these casualties resulted from the devastating bombings in August of the US Embassies in Nairobi, Kenya and Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania. In Nairobi, where the US Embassy was located in a congested downtown area, 291 persons were killed in the attack, and about 
5,000 were wounded. In Dar es Salaam, 10 persons were killed and 77 were wounded. 
 

●     About 40 percent of the attacks in 1998-111-were directed against US targets. The majority of these--77--were bombings of a 
multinational oil pipeline in Colombia, which terrorists regard as a US target. 
 

●     Twelve US citizens died in terrorist attacks last year, all in the Nairobi bombing. Each was an Embassy employee or dependent: 

--Marine Sgt. Jesse N. Aliganga, Marine Security Guard detachment 
--Julian L. Bartley, Sr., Consul General 
--Julian L. Bartley, Jr., son of the Consul General 
--Jean Rose Dalizu, Defense Attache's Office 
--Molly Huckaby Hardy, Administrative Office 
--Army Sgt. Kenneth Ray Hobson, II, Defense Attache's Office 
--Prabhi Kavaler, General Services Office 
--Arlene Kirk, Military Assistance Office 
--Mary Louise Martin, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
--Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Sherry Lynn Olds, Military Assistance Office 
--Michelle O'Connor, General Services Office 
--Uttamlal Thomas Shah, Political Section 

●     Eleven other US citizens were wounded in terrorist attacks last year, including six in Nairobi and one in Dar es Salaam. 
 

●     Three-fifths--166--of the total attacks were bombings. The foremost type of target was business related.

There were no acts of international terrorism in the United States in 1998. There were successful efforts to bring international terrorist suspects 
to justice, however, in several important cases: 

●     On 4 November indictments were returned before the US District Court for the Southern District of New York in connection with the 
two US Embassy bombings in Africa. Charged in the indictment were: Usama Bin Ladin, his military commander Muhammad Atef, and 
al-Qaida members Wadih El Hage, Fazul Abdullah Mohammed, Mohammed Sadeek Odeh, and Mohamed Rashed Daoud al-Owhali. 
Two of these suspects, Odeh and al-Owhali, were turned over to US authorities in Kenya and brought to the United States to stand trial. 
Another suspect, Mamdouh Mahmud Salim, was arrested in Germany in September and extradited to the United States in December. On 
16 December five others were indicted for their role in the Dar es Salaam Embassy bombing: Mustafa Mohammed Fadhil, Khalfan 
Khamis Mohamed, Ahmed Khalfan Ghailani, Fahid Mohommed Ally Msalam, and Sheikh Ahmed Salim Swedan. (See box on Usama 
Bin Ladin on page 29.) 
 

●     In June, Mohammed Rashid was turned over to US authorities overseas and brought to the United States to stand trial on charges of 
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planting a bomb in 1982 on a Pan Am flight from Tokyo to Honolulu that detonated, killing one passenger and wounding 15 others. 
Rashid had served part of a prison term in Greece in connection with the bombing until that country released him from prison early and 
expelled him in December 1996, in a move the United States called "incomprehensible." The nine-count US indictment against Rashid 
charges him with murder, sabotage, bombing, and other crimes in connection with the Pan Am explosion. 
 

●     Three additional persons convicted in the bombing of the World Trade Center in 1993 were sentenced last year. Eyad Mahmoud Ismail 
Najim, who drove the explosive-laden van into the World Trade Center, was sentenced to 240 years in prison and ordered to pay $10 
million in restitution and a $250,000 fine. Mohammad Abouhalima, who was convicted as an accessory for driving his brother to the 
Kennedy International Airport knowing he had participated in the bombing, was sentenced to eight years in prison. Ibrahim Ahmad 
Suleiman received a 10-month sentence on two counts of perjury for lying to the grand jury investigating the bombing. 
 

●     In May, Abdul Hakim Murad was sentenced to life in prison without parole for his role in the failed conspiracy in January 1995 to blow 
up a dozen US airliners over the Pacific Ocean. Murad received an additional 60-year sentence for his role and was fined $250,000. 
Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, who was convicted previously in this conspiracy and for his role in the World Trade Center bombing in 1993, is 
serving a life prison term.

 

Total International Attacks, 1998

[end of text] 
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Patterns of Global Terrorism: 1998 

Africa Overview

 

The murderous and near-simultaneous bombing attacks on the US Embassies in Nairobi, Kenya and Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania on 7 August 1998 caused more casualties than any other terrorist attack during the 
year. In Nairobi, where the US Embassy was located in a congested downtown area, the attack killed 291 
persons and wounded about 5,000. The bombing in Dar es Salaam killed 10 persons and wounded 77. 

These attacks clarified more than ever that terrorism is a global phenomenon. In the months since the 
bombings, evidence has emerged of terrorist networks involved in potential anti-US activity in a number 
of African nations. 

In addition, state sponsors of terrorism, particularly Libya, are increasing significantly their activities in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Angola 
In late April, National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) guerrillas kidnapped two 
Portuguese citizens from the commune of Ebangano. The two have not been found. 

UNITA rebels fired on a United Nations Mission to Angola (MONUA) vehicle near Calandula on 19 May. 
The attack killed an Angolan official working for MONUA and wounded two foreigners. 

On 23 March and 22 April, separatists from the Cabinda Liberation Front-Cabindan Armed Forces (FLEC-
FAC) kidnapped three Portuguese citizens working for Mota & Company, a Portuguese construction firm. 
FLEC-FAC claimed it took the workers hostage to force Portugal to pressure the Angolan Government to 
leave Cabinda. 

On 9 November more than 100 suspected UNITA rebels overran the Canadian-owned Yetwene diamond 
mine in eastern Angola, killing eight individuals-including two British nationals, one Portuguese, and five 
Angolans-and wounding at least 22 persons. The gunmen took four workers hostage: a South African, a 
British national, and two Filipinos. 

 
Total Casualties Caused by International Attacks, 1998 

 
Total International Attacks, 1998 
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Central African Republic 
A small bomb detonated on 27 November outside the walls of the French Embassy, causing only minor 
damage. 

Chad 
On 3 February armed rebels of the Union of Democratic forces kidnapped four French citizens in Manda 
National Park. The four were released unharmed five days later. On 22 March a group calling itself the 
National Front for the Renewal of Chad took six French and two Italian nationals hostage in the Tibesti 
region. Chadian forces freed all but one hostage within hours. The militants announced they would not 
release the last hostage until all French troops and Western oil firms left Chad. Five days later Chadian 
security forces freed the last hostage. 

Democratic Republic of Congo 
On 12 August gunmen seized a tour group sightseeing along a nature trail in the Ruwenzori Range of 
western Congo. The tourists-one Canadian, two Swedes, and three New Zealanders-were abducted after 
they crossed from Uganda into the Congo. A previously unknown group, the People in Action for the 
Liberation of Rwanda, claimed responsibility for the abduction. Local authorities believe the gunmen are 
former Rwandan soldiers who fled to Congo after the former regime was forced from power in 1994. Two 
New Zealanders escaped one week later, and the Canadian was released on 19 August. The other victims 
still are missing. 

Ethiopia 
On 25 February rebels of the Ogaden National Liberation Front took an Austrian national hostage as she 
traveled from Gode to Denan. She was released in mid-April after the rebels determined that she "was not 
a spy for the Ethiopian Government." 

An Islamic group based in Somalia, al-Ittihad al-Islami, claimed responsibility for kidnapping six 
International Committee of the Red Cross workers in the eastern Ogaden region of Ethiopia on 25 June. Al-
Ittihad said the abducted workers-one Swiss national and five ethnic Somalis-were spies. The six were 
released unharmed on 10 July even though al-Ittihad found them "guilty of conducting business outside of 
their duties." 

 



 



 
Kenya 
On 7 August a car bomb exploded behind the US Embassy, killing 291 persons and wounding about 
5,000. The majority of the casualties were Kenyan citizens. Twelve US citizens died, and six were injured 
in the attack. A group calling itself the "Islamic Army for the Liberation of the Holy Places" immediately 
claimed responsibility for the attacks in Nairobi and a near-simultaneous explosion in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania. US officials believe the group is a cover name used by Usama Bin Ladin' al-Qaida organization. 



Indictments were returned in the US District Court for the Southern District of New York charging Usama 
Bin Ladin and 11 other individuals for these and other terrorist acts against US citizens. At yearend, four 
of the indicted- Wadih El Hage, Mohamed Rashed Daoud al-Owhali, Mamdouh Mahmud Salim, and 
Mohammed Sadeeck Odeh-were being held in New York, while Khalid al-Fawwaz remained in the United 
Kingdom pending extradition to the United States. The other suspects remain at large. The Government of 
Kenya cooperated closely with the United States in the criminal investigation of the bombing. On 20 
August, President Clinton amended Executive Order 12947 to add Usama Bin Ladin and his key 
associates to the list of terrorists, thus blocking their US assets-including property and bank accounts-and 
prohibiting all US financial transactions with them. 

Nigeria 
On 11 November a mob of angry youths abducted eight Shell Oil workers in Bayelsa. The hostages 
included three US citizens, one British citizen, one Croatian, one Italian, one South African, and one 
Nigerian. The youths demanded jobs and economic development projects for their community. After talks 
with the oil firm, all eight hostages were released unharmed on 18 November. 

Sierra Leone 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) militants commanded by S.A.F. Musakidnapped an Italian Catholic 
missionary from his residence in Kamalo on 15 November. In exchange for the hostage' release, Musa 
demanded medical supplies, a satellite phone, and contact with his family, who are being detained by 
regional peacekeeping forces in the capital. At yearend, talks between the RUF and the government were 
at a standstill. 

South Africa 
An explosion on 25 August in the entrance of the US-franchised Planet Hollywood restaurant in Cape 
Town killed one person and injured at least two dozen others, including nine British citizens. Muslims 
Against Global Opression (MAGO), a front organization for the Islamic radical groups People Against 
Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) and Qibla, initially claimed responsibility but then denied involvement. 
Local authorities believe that PAGAD members masterminded the attack in retaliation for the US 
bombings of terrorism-related targets in Sudan and Afghanistan. 

PAGAD, a vigilante group that first appeared in August 1996, conducted a series of violent attacks against 
criminal elements and moderate Muslim leaders in Cape Town last year. Though police are investigating 
PAGAD members aggressively, none has been convicted for these crimes. 

Somalia 
On 15 April militant Somali clansmen took nine foreign nationals hostage after their aircraft landed at a 
north Mogadishu airstrip. The hostages included one US citizen, a German, a Belgian, a Frenchman, a 
Norwegian, and two Swiss. The two pilots, a South African and a Kenyan, also were held. The clansmen 
demanded $100,000 ransom. The kidnappers released the hostages unharmed on 24 April without 
receiving any ransom, however, after the international community pressured the kidnappers' leaders. 

Tanzania 
Terrorists associated with Usama Bin Ladin' al-Qaida organization detonated an extremely large truck 
bomb outside the US Embassy in Dar es Salaam on 7 August, just as another truck bomb exploded outside 
the US Embassy in Nairobi. The blast killed 10 Tanzanians, including seven local Embassy employees, 
and injured 77 persons, including one US citizen. Tanzanian authorities cooperated closely with the United 
States in the criminal investigation of the bombing. 



Uganda 
Unidentified assailants on 4 April detonated bombs at two downtown Kampala restaurants, the Nile Grill 
and the outdoor cafe at the Speke Hotel, killing five persons-including Swedish and Rwandan nationals-
and wounding six others. The Ugandan Government suspects that Islamic militants of the Allied 
Democratic Forces are responsible. 

On 8 July a United Nations World Food Program worker was killed when rebels of the Uganda National 
Rescue Front II fired a rocket-propelled grenade at his truck while he was driving in northwestern Uganda. 

Rebels of the Lord' Resistance Army attacked a civilian convoy traveling along a major corridor in the 
north on 27 November, killing seven persons and wounding 28 others. 

[end of text] 
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Patterns of Global Terrorism: 1998 

Asia Overview

 

The overall number of terrorist incidents in East Asia decreased in 1998. Individual countries still suffered 
terrorist attacks and endured continued terrorist group activities, however. 

In Cambodia, the last remnants of the weakened Khmer Rouge (KR) virtually disbanded in 1998, and two 
of the group's top three leaders came out of hiding to surrender. Earlier in the year, KR elements 
committed two acts of international terrorism that caused 12 deaths. The US Secretary of State has 
designated the KR a foreign terrorist organization pursuant to the Antiterrorism and Effective Death 
Penalty Act of 1996. 

In Japan, the Aum Shinrikyo religious cult, accused of attacking the Tokyo subway system with sarin gas 
in March 1995, increased its membership and business activity in 1998. Prosecution of cult leaders 
continues at a sluggish pace. In June a Lebanese court rejected appeals by five imprisoned Japanese Red 
Army members; Japan has asked that they be deported to Japan upon completion of their three-year jail 
terms. Both groups are designated foreign terrorist organizations pursuant to the Antiterrorism and 
Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996. 

The Philippines experienced violent attacks in the southern province of Mindanao from rebels in the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Army (MILF), the New Peoples Army (NPA), and the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG). The 
government began negotiations with the MILF that showed little progress in 1998. The ASG experienced a 
major setback in December when its leader was killed during a government ambush. Other incidents, 
including attacks on rural police posts around the country and kidnappings of foreign nationals, occurred 
in 1998. 

In Thailand, a strong military offensive against Muslim separatists of the New Pattani United Liberation 
Organization (New PULO)--in cooperation with Malaysia--helped restore calm in the south, which had 
experienced a wave of bombings in January. The Thai Supreme Court overturned the conviction of 
Hossein Dastgiri, an Iranian charged in 1994 with plotting to bomb the Israeli Embassy in Bangkok. 

In South Asia, the Taliban has made Afghanistan a safehaven for international terrorists, particularly 
Usama Bin Ladin. The United States made it clear to the Taliban on numerous occasions that it must stop 
harboring such terrorists. Despite US engagement of the Taliban in an ongoing dialogue, its leaders have 
refused to expel Bin Ladin to a country where he can be brought to justice. 

In 1998 the United States continued its efforts to ascertain the fate of the four Western hostages--including 
one US citizen--kidnapped in India's Kashmir in 1995 by affiliates of the Harakat-ul-Ansar (HUA). 
Despite ongoing cooperative efforts between US and Indian law enforcement authorities, we have been 
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unable to determine their whereabouts. The HUA was designated a foreign terrorist organization in 1997 
pursuant to the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996. 

In Pakistan, sectarian violence continues to affect lives and property. In Karachi and elsewhere in the 
Sindh and Punjab Provinces, clashes between rival ethnic and religious groups reached dangerously high 
levels. As in previous years, there were continuing credible reports of official Pakistani support for 
Kashmiri militant groups that engage in terrorism. 

In Sri Lanka, the government continues to battle the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 
Designated a foreign terrorist organization in 1997 pursuant to the Antiterrorism and Effective Death 
Penalty Act of 1996, the LTTE has continued its attempts to gain a Tamil homeland through a campaign of 
violence, intimidation, and assassination. By targeting municipal officials and civilian infrastructure and 
conducting random attacks, the LTTE seeks to force the government to meet to its demands. The 
Government of Sri Lanka is pursuing a two-track policy of fighting the Tigers and building support for its 
ambitious package of political reforms aimed at addressing many of the Tamil minority's grievances. 
Recent military setbacks may push the government toward negotiations, but the LTTE has shown no 
willingness to move in this direction. 

Afghanistan 
Islamic extremists from around the world--including large numbers of Egyptians, Algerians, Palestinians, 
and Saudis--in 1998 continued to use Afghanistan as a training ground and a base of operations for their 
worldwide terrorist activities. The Taliban, which controls most of the territory in Afghanistan, facilitated 
the operation of training and indoctrination facilities for non-Afghans and provided logistical support and 
sometimes passports to members of various terrorist organizations. Throughout 1998 the Taliban 
continued to host Usama Bin Ladin, who was indicted in November for the bombings in August of two US 
Embassies in East Africa. 

Cambodia 
Weakened by defections and internal discord, the last remnants of the Khmer Rouge virtually disbanded in 
1998 following 30 years of civil war and terror. The KR suffered significant losses in 1998, including the 
death of leader Pol Pot in April. During crackdowns in August, the government arrested Nuon Paet, a 
former KR fugitive suspected of ordering the execution of three European tourists after holding them 
hostage for two months in 1994. By late December the last main fighting unit of the KR had surrendered, 
including two of the group's top three leaders: Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea. 

Before fragmenting, Khmer Rouge elements committed two acts of international terrorism in 1998. In 
January, KR militants reportedly placed a handgrenade near the Vietnamese military attache's office in 
Phnom Penh. In April, KR forces murdered 12 Vietnamese nationals at a fishing village near Tonle Sap 
lake. 

 
Shoko Asahara, Aum Shinrikyo leader 

 
India 
Security problems persisted in India in 1998 because of ongoing insurgencies in Kashmir and the 
northeast. Kashmiri militant groups stepped up attacks against civilian targets in India's Kashmir and 
shifted their tactics from bombings to targeted killings, including the massacres of Kashmiri villagers. In 



April the massacres spilled over to Udhampur district, where 28 villagers died in two simultaneous attacks. 
Elsewhere in India, election-related violence at the beginning of 1998 claimed more than 150 lives. In an 
effort to disrupt a Bharatiya Janata Party rally on 14 February, Islamic militants in Coimbatore conducted 
a series of bombings that killed 50 and wounded more than 200. 

The Indian and Pakistani Governments each claim that the intelligence service of the other country 
sponsors bombings on its territory. The Government of Pakistan acknowledges that it continues to provide 
moral, political, and diplomatic support to Kashmiri militants but denies allegations of other assistance. 
Reports continued in 1998, however, of official Pakistani support to militants fighting in Kashmir. 

Japan 
Three years after the sarin nerve gas attack on the Tokyo subway system in March 1995, the prosecution 
of high-level Aum Shinrikyo religious cult leaders--including cult founder Shoko Asahara--continues. 
Press reports indicate that, if it maintains its current sluggish pace, the trial could take 30 years to 
complete. Japanese security officials reported a rise in Aum Shinrikyo membership and business activity 
in 1998, despite a severe police crackdown on the group following the sarin attack. The United States 
designated Aum Shinrikyo a foreign terrorist organization in 1997 pursuant to the Antiterrorism and 
Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996. 

On 3 June the highest criminal court in Lebanon rejected an appeal made by five convicted Japanese Red 
Army members and endorsed their three-year prison sentence for forgery and illegal residency. Tokyo has 
asked that they be deported to Japan upon completion of their jail terms. 

Pakistan 
Sectarian and political violence surged in Pakistan in 1998 as Sunni and Shia extremists conducted attacks 
against each other, primarily in Punjab Province, and as rival wings of an ethnic party feuded in Karachi. 
The heightened political violence prompted the imposition of Governor's rule in Sindh Province in 
October. According to press reports, more than 900 persons were killed in Karachi from January to 
September, the majority by acts of domestic terrorism. 

In the wake of US missile strikes on terrorist training camps in Afghanistan, several Pakistani-based 
Kashmiri militant groups vowed revenge for casualties their groups suffered. At a press conference held in 
Islamabad in November, former Harakat ul-Ansar and current Harakat ul-Mujahidin (HUM) leader Fazlur 
Rehman Khalil reportedly vowed: "We will kill one hundred Americans for one Muslim." Other Kashmiri 
and domestic Pakistani sectarian groups also threatened to target US interests. The leader of the Lashkar-i-
Taiba declared a jihad against the United States, and the leader of the Lashkar-i-Jhangvi vowed publicly to 
kill US citizens and offered his support to Bin Ladin. 

Pakistani officials stated publicly that, while the Government of Pakistan provides diplomatic, political, 
and moral support for "freedom fighters" in Kashmir, it is firmly against terrorism and provides no training 
or materiel support for Kashmiri militants. Kashmiri militant groups continued to operate in Pakistan, 
however, raising funds and recruiting new cadre. These activities created a fertile ground for the 
operations of militant and terrorist groups in Pakistan, including the HUA and its successor organization, 
the HUM. 

Philippines 
The new government of President Joseph Estrada continued the previous administration's attempts to reach 
a peaceful settlement with rebels of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. In August the two sides pledged to 



begin substantive talks in September. By yearend, however, little progress had been made toward ending 
the conflict, and both sides continued to engage in low-level violence. The Communist New People's 
Army also was active in 1998, conducting a series of attacks on rural police posts throughout the country. 

Clashes between government forces and various insurgent groups were particularly violent in the southern 
province of Mindanao. In this remote region the Philippine Armed Forces sporadically engaged militants 
of the MILF and the smaller, more extremist Abu Sayyaf Group. These periodic military sweeps appear to 
have weakened both groups. The ASG, in particular, suffered a major setback in late December when 
government security forces killed its leader during an ambush. 

Islamic insurgents were responsible for several international terrorist incidents in the Philippines in 1998. 
In early September, suspected MILF and ASG militants conducted a rash of kidnappings of foreign 
nationals, including three Hong Kong businessmen and an Italian priest. Two months later, one group of 
rebels freed the Italian after 100 MILF fighters surrounded the rebels' jungle hideout and forced his 
release. 

 



 
Sri Lanka 
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam conducted significant levels of terrorist activity in 1998. The LTTE 
attacked government troops, bombed economic and infrastructure targets, and assassinated political 
opponents. An LTTE suicide vehicle bombing at the Temple of the Tooth in Kandy in January 1998 killed 
the three suicide bombers and 13 civilians--including three children--and injured 23. The LTTE's deadliest 
terrorist act in 1998 was a vehicle bomb explosion in the Maradana district of Colombo in March that 
killed 36 persons-- including five schoolchildren--and wounded more than 250. 

The LTTE assassinated several political and military officials in 1998. In May a suicide bomber killed a 
senior Sri Lankan Army commander, Brigadier Larry Wijeratne. Three days after that attack, armed 
gunmen assassinated newly elected Jaffna Mayor S. Yogeswaran--a widow of an LTTE-assassinated 
Tamil politician--in an attack claimed by the Sangilian Force, a suspected LTTE front group. In July an 
LTTE mine explosion killed Tamil parliamentarian S. Shanmuganathan, his son, and three bodyguards. In 
September an LTTE bomb planted in a Jaffna government building killed new Jaffna Mayor P. Sivapalan 
and 11 others. 

During the year, the LTTE conducted numerous attacks on infrastructure and commercial shipping. In the 
first half of 1998 the LTTE bombed several telecommunications and power facilities in Sri Lanka. In 
August the LTTE stormed a Dubai-owned cargo ship, the Princess Kash, which was carrying food, 
concrete, and general supplies to the Jaffna Peninsula. The Tigers took hostage the 21 crewmembers--
including 16 Indians--but released the Indians five days later. 

"Operation Sure Victory," the Sri Lankan military's ground offensive aimed at reopening and securing a 
ground supply route through LTTE-held territory in northern Sri Lanka, continued through 1998. The 
offensive ended in December about 40 kilometers short of its goal. The Sri Lankan military immediately 
initiated a new offensive in the same area. 

The Sri Lankan Government strongly supported international efforts to address the problem of terrorism in 
1998. Colombo was quick to condemn terrorist attacks in other countries and has raised terrorism issues in 
several international venues, including the UN General Assembly in New York and the UN High 
Commission for Refugees in Geneva. Sri Lanka was the first country to sign the International Convention 
for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings at the United Nations in January. 

There were no confirmed cases of LTTE or other terrorist groups targeting US interests or citizens in Sri 
Lanka in 1998. Nonetheless, the Sri Lankan Government was quick to cooperate with US requests to 
enhance security for US personnel and facilities and cooperated fully with US officials investigating 



possible violations of US law by international terrorist organizations. Sri Lankan security forces received 
training in explosive incident countermeasures, vital installation security, and post-blast investigation 
under the US Anti-Terrorism Assistance Program. 

Thailand 
On February 18 the Thai Supreme Court overturned the conviction of Iranian Hossein Dastgiri, who had 
been prosecuted for a plot in 1994 to bomb the Israeli Embassy in Bangkok. The court ruled that 
conflicting eyewitness testimony failed to demonstrate beyond a reasonable doubt that Dastgiri was the 
driver of the bomb-laden truck. In southern Thailand, Muslim separatists of the New Pattani United 
Liberation Organization conducted a series of bombings in January. Thai authorities launched a military 
counteroffensive in mid-January that netted several PULO militants. These arrests, combined with 
unprecedented assistance from Malaysia, where PULO militants had traditionally found refuge, helped to 
restore calm in the south. 

[end of text] 
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In Russia, several prominent local officials were killed and some US and Russian citizens were kidnapped 
in Chechnya and the North Caucasus region. At least some of the killings appeared politically motivated, 
including the assassination of Russian State Duma deputy Galina Starovoytova and Shadid Bargishev, 
head of the Chechen antikidnapping squad. Some Chechen insurgents have links to terrorist Usama Bin 
Ladin. 

Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze survived an assassination attempt by supporters of a former 
president in 1998. The arrest of some of his attackers provoked further incidents and led to Russian 
cooperation in the arrest and extradition of an individual alleged to have conspired in planning the attack. 
The breakaway region of Abkhazia witnessed the abduction of four UN military observers in July and the 
ambush and wounding of UN observers in September. 
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The Kazakhstan Government averted a potential threat to the US Embassy in Almaty by arresting and 
expelling three Iranian Government agents for illegal activities. Four members of a United Nations 
mission of observers to Tajikistan were killed while on patrol 150 kilometers outside of Dushanbe. Of the 
various terrorist incidents that occurred in Tajikistan in 1998, this was of greatest concern to the 
international community. 



Armenia 
On 1 April local US Embassy guards discovered and safely disarmed a handgrenade outside the US 
Ambassador's residence. There was no claim of responsibility. 

Georgia 
Supporters of deceased former Georgian President Zviad Gamsakhurdia, known as "Zviadists," and ethnic 
Chechen mercenaries attempted to assassinate Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze on 9 February. 
The assailants launched a well-organized attack against Shevardnadze's motorcade late in the evening 
using rocket-propelled grenades and automatic weapons. Shevardnadze survived the attack--the second 
against him in three years--but it almost succeeded. Two officers of Shevardnadze's protective service and 
one of the attackers, an ethnic Chechen, died in the ensuing gunfight. The government arrested 11 of the 
assailants within days of the attack. 

Subsequently, some 15 of Shevardnadze's assailants kidnapped four United Nations observers from their 
compound in Zugdidi, western Georgia, to ensure the assailants' escape and their colleagues' release. The 
hostages escaped or were released following a dialogue between the Shevardnadze government and former 
members of Gamsakhurdia's faction. Some of the hostage takers surrendered, but Gocha Esebua, the 
Zviadist leader of the assassination team, escaped. According to press reports, Georgian police killed 
Esebua in a shootout on 31 March after they tracked him to a house in western Georgia. 

Georgian officials also apprehended former Gamsakhurdia government Finance Minister Guram 
Absandze, the alleged mastermind of the assassination attempt. Russian security authorities detained 
Absandze in Smolensk, Russia, on 16 March and extradited him to Georgia three days later, where he was 
formally arrested. 

Violence in Georgia's breakaway region of Abkhazia accounted for several incidents that involved foreign 
personnel. In July four UN military observers were taken hostage. On 21 September three UN military 
observers and their Abkhaz driver were wounded in Sukhumi during an ambush on a clearly marked UN 
vehicle, according to press reporting. Two of the injured were military observers from Bangladesh, and the 
third victim was a UN employee from Nigeria. 

Kazakhstan 
During 1998 the United States and Kazakhstan cooperated to avert potential security threats to the US 
Embassy in Almaty. In February, Committee for National Security (KNB) authorities arrested--and 
subsequently expelled--three Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Security agents for illegal activities. The 
Government of Kazakhstan did not publicize details of the Iranian agents' activities or prosecute them 
before their expulsion, however. The US Government and the Government of Kazakhstan signed a joint 
statement on combating terrorism in November. 

Kyrgyzstan 
According to press reports, Kyrgyzstani security authorities alleged that Islamic extremists, vaguely 
identified as "Wahhabis," conducted two bombings in 1998 in Osh, Kyrgyzstan's second-largest city 
located in the Fergana Valley. On 30 May an explosion occurred in a public minibus, killing two persons 
and wounding 10, while an explosion in an apartment the next day killed two persons. The motive behind 
the explosions was unclear because of insufficient information. Nonetheless, Wahhabism, a fundamentalist 
Sunni Islamic sect originating in Saudi Arabia, never has been widespread in Kyrgyzstan. 

Russia 



The assassination on 20 November of noted reformist and Russian State Duma deputy Galina 
Starovoytova by unidentified assailants--possibly a politically motivated contract killing--highlights both 
the terrorist tactics used by domestic antagonists to influence Russian politics and Moscow's inability to 
curb this violence. Chechen militants assassinated Shadid Bargishev, head of the Chechen antikidnapping 
squad, on 25 October in reaction to widely publicized antikidnapping operations in Chechnya's capital, 
Groznyy. No one claimed responsibility for an explosive device that detonated under Chechen President 
Aslan Maskhadov's car in June. Maskhadov escaped without injury, but four others were killed in the 
attack. 

At least three US citizens were kidnapped in Russia for financial gain in 1998. On 18 March unknown 
assailants abducted two US missionaries in Saratov, Russia, took their money and bank cards, and released 
them on 22 March. No ransom appears to have been paid. On 11 November in Makhachkala, Dagestan, 
unidentified assailants kidnapped US citizen Herbert Gregg, a member of a nondenominational Protestant 
organization based in Illinois. Russian authorities continue to investigate the incident. 

Numerous abductions occurred in Russia's North Caucasus region during 1998. Most involved ransom 
demands, although political motives cannot be excluded. Some Chechen groups in 1998 used kidnapping 
to raise money, and hostages could be sold and resold among various Chechen kidnapping groups, 
according to Russian officials. Several foreigners and hundreds of Russian civilians and soldiers 
kidnapped in the region still are missing. On 20 January, Vincent Cochetel, a French citizen who led the 
United Nations Human Rights Commission's North Caucasus office, was abducted. He finally was 
released on 12 December. Four British employees of Granger Telecom were kidnapped in early October 
and on 8 December were found murdered. On 1 May, Valentin Vlasov, President Boris Yeltsin's 
representative to Chechnya, was kidnapped by unknown assailants. He was released on 13 November. 

Mujahidin with extensive links to Middle Eastern and Southwest Asian terrorists aided Chechen 
insurgents with equipment and training. The insurgents were led by Habib Abdul Rahman, alias Ibn al-
Khattab, an Arab mujahidin commander with links to Usama Bin Ladin. Khattab's forces launched attacks 
against Russian military targets, but their activities in Russia were localized in the North Caucasus region. 

Tajikistan 
Security for the international community in Tajikistan did not improve significantly in 1998, as a number 
of criminal and terrorist incidents--including bombings, assaults, and murders--took place. The most 
serious incident occurred on 20 July when attackers shot and killed four members of the United Nations 
mission of observers to Tajikistan while on patrol some 150 kilometers east of Dushanbe. Tajikistani 
authorities later arrested three former Tajikistani opposition members, who initially confessed to the 
killings but later recanted. 

In September the US State Department ordered the suspension of Embassy operations in Dushanbe. The 
decision was made because of threats to US facilities worldwide following the US Embassy bombings on 
7 August in East Africa, turmoil in Tajikistan, and the Embassy's limited ability to secure the safety of US 
and foreign personnel in the facility. 

[end of text] 
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The number of terrorist incidents declined in Europe in 1998, in large part because of increased vigilance by security 
forces and the recognition by some terrorist groups that longstanding political and ethnic controversies should be 
addressed in negotiations. Terrorism in Spain was attributable almost entirely to the Basque Fatherland and Liberty 
(ETA) group. In Turkey, most incidents were related to the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). In Greece, a variety of 
anarchist and terrorist groups continued to operate with virtual impunity. The deadliest terrorist act occurred in Omagh, 
Northern Ireland, when a splinter Irish Republican Army (IRA) group exploded a 500-pound car bomb that killed 29 
persons, including children. 

In Northern Ireland, the Catholic and Protestant communities made a major commitment to end the violence by signing 
the Good Friday Accord. Under the leadership of the British and Irish Governments, both communities and the political 
parties that represent them agreed to compromises that are to create new, local governmental institutions for resolving 
conflicts and turn away from terrorism as an accepted political instrument. In support of the peace process, most 
paramilitary terrorist groups on both nationalist and loyalist sides agreed to a cease-fire. The issue of 
"decommissioning" the IRA's weaponry and bombs continued to complicate the process, however. 

In Spain, the terrorist ETA declared a cease-fire on 16 September to provoke negotiations with the central government. 
Public outrage throughout Spain over the ETA assassinations of several local Spanish officials earlier in 1998 and the 
government's infiltration and dismantling of several ETA "commandos" in recent years prompted the group's cease-fire. 
Strong French legal pressure also eroded the ETA's support base in neighboring French provinces. 

The Turkish Government's threat to act against PKK safehavens in neighboring Syria led Damascus to expel PKK 
leader Abdullah Ocalan, who for years had been directing PKK terrorist activities from his villa there. Ocalan's 
departure and subsequent flight to seek a new safehaven left the PKK in some disarray, although its members conducted 
several deadly suicide bombings in Turkey after his departure from Syria. 

The Greek Government's counterterrorist efforts remained ineffective. The Revolutionary Organization 17 November 
group struck six times in early 1998, and several other groups claimed responsibility for bombings in various locations 
in Greece. The Greek Government has not arrested a single 17 November member in the 23 years since the group killed 
its first victim, a US Embassy employee; the group subsequently eliminated 22 other persons. 

In Germany, the remnants of the Red Army Faction (RAF) announced the dissolution of their organization, once among 
the world's deadliest. The declaration suggested that the remaining members realized their terrorist group had lost its 
purpose. 

Albania 
Albania took an active stance against international terrorism in 1998 by launching a campaign of arrests and 
investigations against suspected Egyptian Islamic Jihad (EIJ) terrorists operating in the capital, Tirana. In late June, 
Albanian security forces captured four Egyptian extremists and rendered them immediately to Egypt. Despite public EIJ 
threats, Albanian police continued to pursue the group. In October security forces raided an EIJ safehouse, killing one 
suspected terrorist. 

While these examples demonstrate the government's commitment to fight terrorism, Albania's poor internal security 
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provides an environment conducive to terrorist activity. 

 

 
Belgium 
Belgian police arrested 10 suspected Armed Islamic Group (GIA) members in March during raids in Brussels. Police 
seized false documents, detonators, and some small caliber weapons. During a follow-up raid, police uncovered 
explosives in a GIA supporter's home. The arrests were part of a joint security operation with France, Britain, Sweden, 
and Italy before the World Cup soccer match in Paris. 

In April, Belgium prosecuted three suspected GIA members for the grenade attack in December 1995 on two police 
officers in Bastogne. Two suspects, Kamel Saddeddine and Youssef El Majda, were convicted and sentenced to five 
years in prison. The other, Ah El Madja, also was convicted and sentenced to serve three years. 

France 
French authorities initiated a large-scale security effort across Europe before France hosted the World Cup soccer match 
last summer. In late May police apprehended about 100 suspected Algerian GIA members during simultaneous 
operations in France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, and Switzerland. Antiterrorism magistrate Jean-Louis Bruguiere 
described the coordinated effort as a "preventive" measure to protect the games. 



In 1998, French authorities brought numerous terrorists to justice for past acts of violence. In September, French 
prosecutors began a mass trial of 138 Algerian terrorists for a wave of bombings committed in 1995 and 1996. 
Controversy marred the two-month trial, however, and more than 50 politicians signed a petition denouncing the 
proceedings as unfair and racist. Those convicted received sentences ranging from four months to 10 years. 

In late November, France prosecuted eight suspected members of Algeria's Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) on charges of 
smuggling arms to terrorists. The suspects allegedly belong to a network headed by FIS leader Djamel Lounici, 
currently under house arrest in Italy pending trial. A French court already has sentenced Lounici in absentia to five 
years in prison for arms smuggling in another case concerning Morocco. 

Germany 
The Red Army Faction announced its "self-dissolution" in April, following more than two decades of struggle against 
the German Government. Meanwhile, German courts continued to adjudicate cases against RAF members for terrorist 
acts committed in the 1980s. 

German police took an active stance against terrorism in 1998. Acting on a request from the United States, they 
detained Salim Mamdouh Mahmud, an associate of Usama Bin Ladin, in September and extradited him to the United 
States in December. In the weeks before the World Cup soccer match, they worked closely with the French to disrupt 
Algerian terrorist networks in Germany. 

On the judicial front, the trial of five suspected terrorists continued for their part in the La Belle discotheque bombing in 
1986 in Berlin. Controversy has plagued the trial from the start, and at the current pace a verdict is not expected before 
the year 2000. 

The German Government showed less resolve in November when PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan arrived unannounced in 
Rome. Germany withdrew its longstanding international arrest warrant for the Kurdish terrorist leader after PKK 
militants threatened riots and violence in German cities if Ocalan were prosecuted there. The German action effectively 
precluded Ocalan's extradition from Italy. 

Greece 
The majority of the international terrorist incidents committed in Europe in 1998 occurred in Greece. Most of these 
attacks were firebombings that numerous leftist and anarchist groups conducted against businesses and Greek 
Government offices. The government made arrests in connection with only one attack. 

Greece's most deadly terrorist group, the Revolutionary Organization 17 November, claimed responsibility for six 
attacks against US or US-related businesses in Athens between February and April, including a rocket attack on a 
Citibank office. As in the past, Greek efforts failed to achieve any tangible success against 17 November terrorists. To 
augment their counterterrorism capability, Greek officials met in September with FBI Director Louis Freeh. The 
discussions improved Greek cooperation with US law enforcement agencies. 

In January an Athens appeals court denied Italy's petition to extradite Enrico Bianco, a former Red Brigades member 
whom Greek police arrested in November 1997 and subsequently freed. Bianco continues to live freely in Greece. 

Greek relations with Turkey remained tense as numerous members of the Greek Parliament continued to court PKK 
members. In April some Greek parliamentarians attended a reception hosted by the PKK's political wing, the ERNK. At 
the reception a self-proclaimed PKK representative announced plans to open an office in Athens under the PKK's 
rubric. Greek officials interceded to prevent the opening. 

In November, 109 Greek parliamentarians-mostly from the governing PASOK party-signed a letter reiterating a 
standing invitation to PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan to visit Greece. The Greek Government distanced itself from the 
invitation, saying Ocalan was not welcome. In November, Ocalan arrived in Rome at the beginning of what became an 
odyssey to gain asylum in Europe. (After his capture in Nairobi in February 1999, it became known that Ocalan had 
transited Greece at least twice during his travels with the knowledge and assistance of highly placed Greek officials. At 



one point, Ocalan remained in Greece for several days. Senior Greek officials took responsibility for providing Ocalan 
with haven in the Greek Embassy residence in Kenya in February 1999.) 

Italy 
On 12 November, PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan arrived unexpectedly in Rome and requested political asylum. He 
initially was detained there on an international warrant issued by Germany. Italy declined to act on a Turkish extradition 
request, citing Turkey's long-unused capital punishment statute, which prohibits extradition to countries with capital 
punishment. Italy also declined to exercise its option under international law to prosecute Ocalan. After Bonn withdrew 
the warrant, the Italians told Ocalan he was free to leave. After trying unsuccessfully to find a country willing to take 
him, Italian officials said he no longer was welcome in Italy. Ocalan eventually left for Russia, with the apparent 
assistance of Italian officials, beginning an odyssey that culminated in his seizure in Kenya in February 1999. 

In October police arrested five Islamic terrorists in Turin for weapons violations and reported links to Usama Bin Ladin. 
The next month police arrested suspected GIA terrorist Rahid Fetter in Milan on charges of forgery, counterfeiting, and 
membership in a subversive organization. The Italians accused Fetter of providing shelter, funds, and false identification 
papers to GIA militants. 

Latvia 
A series of bomb attacks in the Latvian capital, Riga, targeted Russian and Jewish interests in 1998. On 2 April a bomb 
exploded in the courtyard of the main Jewish synagogue in Riga's historic Old Town. The blast caused extensive 
damage to the main entrance and a swastika-adorned Latvian flag was found on the scene, according to press reporting. 
On 5 April a mine exploded in a park across the street from the Russian Embassy in Riga. The explosion did not 
damage the Embassy, but it shattered the windows of four Embassy vehicles. These incidents, which occurred late at 
night, caused no casualities. There were no claims of responsibility, but authorities suspect members of Eduard 
Limonov's Russian National Bolshevist Party, a Russian ultranational group. On 19 October, Israeli officials discovered 
a mail bomb during a routine check of packages mailed to the Israeli Embassy in Riga. Latvian authorities safely 
destroyed the device. 

Spain 
The terrorist group Basque Fatherland and Liberty announced a unilateral and unconditional cease-fire on 16 
September. At yearend the cease-fire was holding. ETA has not renounced terrorism and continued to engage in 
terrorist activity before the cease-fire. In 1998, the ETA killed six persons, compared with 13 in 1997. On 3 November, 
President Aznar called for direct talks with ETA to make the cease-fire permanent, but the two sides appear to have 
differing agendas for the talks. The government is offering some measures of relief for 530 ETA prisoners in Spanish 
jails and an estimated 1,000 exiles, while ETA wants to include political issues of sovereignty and self-determination. 

The Spanish Government energetically and successfully has sought extradition of ETA fugitives from some countries, 
including France and several Latin American nations. A Spanish request for extradition from the United States of 
accused ETA terrorist Ramon Aldasoro was delayed in 1998, but on 4 February 1999 the US Court of Appeals for the 
Eleventh Circuit in Atlanta paved the way for Aldasoro's extradition. 

In addition to ongoing police and law enforcement action to break up ETA commandos and arrest their members, the 
Spanish Government in 1998 undertook a series of measures designed to debilitate ETA's financial infrastructure. These 
measures included attempts to limit ETA's fundraising capabilities, shut down businesses with ETA involvement, and 
locate ETA's financial assets. In July the government shut down the pro-ETA newspaper Egin. 

The leftwing terrorist First of October Anti-Fascist Resistance Group (GRAPO) reemerged in 1998 after a three-year 
hiatus. The government discounts GRAPO's operational capability, but the organization claimed responsibility for a 
number of bombings and sent extortion letters to businessmen. 

 



 
Turkey 
Turkey achieved some notable successes in its battle against terrorism in 1998, especially against the PKK, its foremost 
terrorist group. Turkey continued its vigorous campaign against the PKK in southeastern Turkey and northern Iraq. 
Turkey's large-scale military offensives appear to have affected greatly the PKK's ability to operate in Turkey. In 
March, Turkish military commandos captured Semdin Sakik, the PKK's second in command, in northern Iraq and 
bought him to Turkey. Turkish security forces launched a series of successful military campaigns in late spring and 
early fall that hampered PKK activity in southeast Turkey. In October, Turkey applied intense pressure on the Syrian 
Government to discourage Syrian support for the PKK. As a result, Syria forced PKK leader Ocalan to leave. Ocalan 
fled to Russia and then on to Italy where he requested political asylum. Italy subsequently refused to extradite Ocalan to 
Turkey and Ocalan left Italy. (Turkey scored a major coup against PKK terrorism in February 1999, when Turkish 
officials tracked down Ocalan in Nairobi, captured him, and brought him back to Turkey to stand trial.) 

During 1998 the PKK continued to conduct acts of violence against military and civilian targets. On 10 April, PKK 
terrorists on a motorcycle threw a bomb into a park near the Blue Mosque in Istanbul. The explosion injured two 
Indians, a New Zealander, and four Turkish citizens. The PKK also continued its campaign of kidnappings in southeast 
Turkey. In early June, PKK terrorists kidnapped a German tourist and a Turkish truckdriver at a roadblock in Karakose. 
The German tourist was found unharmed the next morning near the kidnapping site, but the truckdriver still is missing. 
Immediately after Ocalan's arrest in Italy, the PKK conducted three suicide bombings in southeastern Turkey, which 



killed three persons and injured dozens of Turkish citizens, despite Ocalan's public renunciation of terrorism. 

Several extreme leftist and other groups were active in Turkey in 1998. Leftist groups operating in Turkey include the 
Revolutionary People's Liberation Party/Front, Turkish Workers' and Peasants' Liberation Army, Turkish Peoples' 
Liberation Army, and the Turkish Peoples' Liberation Front. Fundamentalist Islamic organizations operating in Turkey 
include the so-called "Turkish Hizballah," the Islamic Movement Organization, and the Islamic Great Eastern Raiders 
Front. Effective Turkish security measures appear to have reduced the threat from these fringe groups over the years. 
For example, on 31 December, Turkish police arrested the head of the Islamic Great Eastern Raiders Front, Salih 
Mirzabeyoglou, in Istanbul. 

 
United Kingdom 
In April feuding Catholic and Protestant parties signed the landmark Good Friday Accord. This historic agreement 
outlined a comprehensive power-sharing arrangement between both communities in a multiparty administration of 
Northern Ireland. For the first time, the Irish Republican Army's political wing, Sinn Fein, was allowed to join the new 
administration, as long as its leaders remained committed to "exclusively peaceful means." Both sides hotly debated the 
meaning of this and other provisions in the accord following the signing. The most contentious issue was whether the 
IRA would abandon its weapons and bombs. Notwithstanding the IRA's commitment to uphold its cease-fire, several 
splinter groups continued to engage in terrorist activity. 

As the debates wore on over the summer, Ireland suffered its worst single terrorist act. On 15 August terrorists from one 
of the splinter groups, the self-styled Real IRA, exploded a 500-pound car bomb outside a courthouse in downtown 
Omagh, killing 29 persons and injuring more than 330 others. This attack followed another terrorist bombing by the 
Real IRA in Banbridge on 1 August, which injured 35 persons and damaged approximately 200 homes. 

By November the accord appeared on the verge of collapse as neither side could come to agreement on key issues. Both 
sides worked vigorously to jump-start negotiations by Christmas so that the new government could take power by 
February 1999. Only one paramilitary group-one of Northern Ireland's most vicious, the Loyalist Volunteer Force-
willingly has surrendered a cache of weapons. Both sides viewed the group's disarmament as a sign that a breakthrough 
in the stalled peace accord was possible. The IRA continued to resist what it labels a "surrender" of its arms, however, 
while in its view the conditions that caused the conflict remain unresolved. 

The United Kingdom continued to cooperate closely with the United States on counterterrorism issues in 1998. In 
September, British authorities arrested Khalid al-Fawwaz, a Saudi national, who is wanted by the United States for 
conspiring to murder US citizens between January 1993 and September 1998. Al-Fawwaz remains in British custody 
pending his extradition to the United States. 

[end of text] 
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Colombia's principal insurgent groups, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the National 
Liberation Army (ELN), stepped up attacks against security forces and civilians in 1998, despite a budding peace 
process with the Colombian Government. They continued to conduct kidnapping, bombing, and extortion campaigns 
against civilians and commercial interests. 

Bogota pursued peace negotiations while guerrillas launched a concerted offensive against police and military bases 
throughout the country. By yearend, the government had completed the demilitarization of five municipalities as an 
incentive for talks, which began in January 1999. 

In March, FARC commanders announced they would target US military personnel assisting Colombian security forces, 
but insurgent attacks--including intensified operations against police and military bases--did not harm US forces. 
Colombian terrorists continued to target private US interests, however. Guerrillas kidnapped US citizens in Colombia 
and northern Ecuador, and the FARC refused to account for the whereabouts of three missionaries it kidnapped in 
January 1993. Guerrillas also continued to bomb US commercial interests, such as oil pipelines and small businesses. 

Arrests in Peru contributed to the steady decline in Sendero Luminoso (SL) and Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) terrorist capabilities. Peruvian officials arrested two of the four original members of SL's Central 
Emergency Committee, which comprises the SL's top leaders. The SL failed uncharacteristically to commemorate 
Peru's Independence Day in July with even a low-level attack or to disrupt municipal elections in October. The MRTA 
did not launch a terrorist attack in 1998, continuing a trend of relative inactivity since the hostage crisis at the Japanese 
Ambassador's residence in Lima ended in April 1997. 

Switzerland denied Chile's request for the extradition of a terrorist from the dissident wing of the Manuel Rodriguez 
Patriotic Front, who escaped from a maximum security prison in Santiago in December 1996. 

In the triborder area, Argentina, Brazil, and Paraguay consolidated efforts to stem the illicit activities of individuals 
linked to Islamic terrorist groups. The three countries consulted closely on enforcement efforts and actively promoted 
regional counterterrorist cooperation. 

The Government of Argentina hosted an Organization of American States conference on terrorism and gained the 
participants' commitment to form a regional commission on counterterrorist initiatives. 

Argentina 
Investigations continued into the two devastating bombings against Jewish and Israeli targets in Buenos Aires: the 
attack in March 1992 against the Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires, in which 29 persons died, and the bombing in July 
1994 of the Argentine Israeli Mutual Association (AMIA) building that killed 86 persons and injured hundreds more. 
Islamic Jihad, Hizballah's terrorist arm, claimed responsibility for the attack in 1992. No clear claim for the AMIA 
bombing has been made, although the two attacks had many similarities. At yearend, Argentine authorities questioned 
two possible key informants in the attacks. 

The Iranian Government expelled the Argentine commercial attache from Tehran in early 1998 in response to growing 
criticism in Argentina about a possible official Iranian role in the attacks. The Argentine Government responded by 
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asking Tehran to reduce the number of diplomats in its mission in Buenos Aires to one, the number of official 
Argentines left in Iran. The judge responsible for the AMIA investigation interviewed Iranian defectors in Western 
Europe and the United States who claimed to have knowledge about the bombing. He also charged an Argentine citizen 
with providing the stolen vehicle used in the bombing. Several former Buenos Aires provincial police officials remain 
in custody for their role in supplying the vehicle. 

In August, Argentine authorities arrested two SL members living in Argentina. At yearend, they were awaiting 
extradition to Peru. 

Argentina, Brazil, and Paraguay cooperated actively in the triborder region against terrorism and continued their work 
to counter criminal activities of individuals linked to Islamic terrorist groups. In March the three countries signed a plan 
to improve security in the triborder area and created a commission to oversee implementation of the plan. 

In late November, Argentina hosted the second Inter-American Specialized Conference on Terrorism in Mar del Plata. 
Conference participants agreed to recommend that the Organization of American States' General Assembly form an 
Inter-American Committee on Terrorism to coordinate regional cooperation against terrorism. 

Chile 
The Swiss Government denied Chile's extradition request for Patricio Ortiz Montenegro, a member of the Manuel 
Rodriguez Patriotic Front dissident wing who escaped from prison in Santiago on 30 December 1996, because it was 
concerned that Chile would not safeguard Ortiz's physical and psychological well-being. Chilean authorities continued 
to pursue the whereabouts of the three other terrorists who escaped with Ortiz. 

Colombia 
The incipient peace process in Colombia did not inhibit the guerrillas' use of terrorist tactics. The FARC and ELN 
continued to fund their insurgencies by protecting narcotics traffickers, conducting kidnap-for-ransom operations, and 
extorting money from oil and mining companies operating in the Colombian countryside. 

Colombian insurgents began an offensive against security forces in the summer and retained their military momentum 
at yearend. The Colombian Government demilitarized five municipalities to meet FARC conditions for peace 
negotiations, and in mid-December the FARC leader agreed to meet Colombia's President on 7 January 1999 to set the 
agenda for talks. 

 



 
FARC commanders announced in March that they would target US military personnel assisting Colombian security 
forces. The guerrillas did not act on these threats, and their heightened attacks against Colombian police and military 
bases did not target or incidentally kill or injure US forces. 

Colombian terrorists continued to target private US interests, kidnapping seven US citizens in 1998. The FARC 
abducted four US birdwatchers in March at a FARC roadblock; one escaped and the terrorists released the three others 
in April. Also in March, the FARC kidnapped one retired US oil worker and released him in September. ELN terrorists 
in September released one US citizen held since February 1997. The ELN kidnapped two other US citizens in northern 
Ecuador in October; one hostage escaped, and the kidnappers released the other in late November. The FARC has not 
accounted for the whereabouts of three missionaries it kidnapped in January 1993. 

Terrorists also continued to bomb US commercial interests, such as oil pipelines and small businesses, raising costs to 
US companies operating in Colombia. There were 77 pipeline bombings during the year. In October the ELN bombed 
Colombia's central oil pipeline--used by US companies--causing a massive explosion that killed 71 persons, including 
28 children. An ELN commander subsequently announced that, despite the unanticipated death toll, the guerrillas would 



continue to target the nation's oil infrastructure to prevent the foreign "looting" of Colombia's wealth. 

Panama 
Alleged terrorist Pedro Miguel Gonzalez won the Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) candidacy for a seat in the 
National Assembly. Gonzalez, whose father heads the ruling PRD, was acquitted of the murder in 1992 of US 
serviceman Zak Hernandez in a Panamanian trial characterized by irregularities and political manipulation. The US case 
against Gonzalez and one other suspect remains open, and the US Embassy in Panama continues to raise the issue with 
senior Panamanian authorities. 

Panamanian authorities made no arrests in connection with the bombing in 1994 of a commuter airline that killed 21 
persons, including three US citizens. US law enforcement agencies continued to investigate the case actively but still 
had not determined whether the bombing was politically motivated or tied to drug traffickers. 

Peru 
Peruvian law enforcement and judicial authorities continued to arrest and prosecute members of the SL and MRTA 
terrorist groups. In 1998 they arrested Pedro Quinteros Ayylon and Jenny Maria Rodriguez Neyra, two of the four 
original members of SL's 25-person Central Emergency Committee who still were at large. The Peruvian Government 
also captured Andres Remigio Huarnan Ore, leader of the MRTA military detachment in the Chanchanmayo Valley, 
and most of that unit's members. 

Peru extradited Peruvian citizen Cecilia Nunez Chipana, a Sendero Luminoso militant, from Venezuela. The Peruvian 
Government also requested the extradition from Argentina of Peruvian nationals Julio Cesar Mera Collazo and Maria 
del Rosano Silva, two SL members accused of murder. At yearend the extradition request was pending in Buenos Aires. 

Both groups failed to launch a significant terrorist operation in Lima in 1998 and generally limited their activities to low-
level attacks and propaganda campaigns in rural areas. The SL continued to attack police stations and other government 
targets in the Peruvian countryside and in August conducted a particularly brutal attack in Sapasoa, killing the mayor 
and three of his supporters at a rally. The SL did not commemorate Peru's Independence Day or disrupt municipal 
elections in October with its characteristic terrorist violence. The MRTA had not engaged in major terrorist activities 
since the end of the hostage crisis at the Japanese Ambassador's residence in Lima in April 1997. 

[end of text] 
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Middle Eastern terrorist groups and their state sponsors continued to plan, train for, and conduct terrorist acts in 1998, 
although their actions cumulatively were less lethal than in 1997. The lower level of fatalities resulted from more 
effective counterterrorist measures by various governments and from the absence in 1998 of the kinds of major 
incidents that had killed dozens the previous year, such as the attack on Luxor temple in Egypt and a series of HAMAS 
suicide bombings in public places in Israel. The most dramatic terrorist acts attributed to Middle Eastern terrorists in 
1998 actually occurred in Africa, where Usama Bin Ladin's multinational al-Qaida network bombed the US Embassies 
in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. 

In Egypt, government security forces scored some successes in reducing violence by Islamist opponents, particularly the 
al-Gama'at al-Islamiyya, which had conducted the lethal attack on tourists at Luxor in 1997. Judicial proceedings 
brought convictions against many terrorists. Deaths from terrorism-related incidents in 1998 fell to 47, fewer than one-
third the number in 1997. Nonetheless, there was troubling evidence of a growing collaboration in other countries 
between Egyptian extremists--from both the Gama' and the Egyptian al-Jihad--and Usama Bin Ladin. 

The Algerian Government also made progress in combating domestic terrorism in 1998, undertaking aggressive 
counterinsurgency operations again the Armed Islamic Group (GIA) that slowed the GIA's campaign of indiscriminate 
violence against civilians. As the GIA's bloody tactics drew increasing criticism both inside and outside Algeria, other 
militants joined the unilateral cease-fire that the Islamic Salvation Army had declared in late 1997. 

Palestinian groups opposed to the peace process mounted terrorist attacks in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza. HAMAS 
conducted car bombings, shootings, and grenade attacks--injuring dozens of civilians--while two terrorists belonging to 
the Palestine Islamic Jihad (PIJ) launched a suicide bombing at a Jerusalem market. Both Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority conducted raids and arrests that undercut the extremists' ability to inflict as many fatalities as in previous 
years. 

Security conditions in Lebanon improved in 1998, but the lack of complete government control in parts of Beirut, 
portions of the Bekaa Valley, and the so-called Israeli security zone in southern Lebanon enabled numerous terrorist 
groups to operate with relative impunity. Hizballah, HAMAS, the PIJ, and the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine--General Command (PFLP-GC) used camps in Lebanon for training and operational planning. The conflict in 
southern Lebanon between Lebanese armed groups and Israel and its local allies continued unabated. 

In Yemen, foreign and indigenous extremists in 1998 conducted several bombings and numerous kidnappings, 
including the abduction and subsequent release of more than 60 foreign nationals. A group calling itself the Islamic 
Army of Aden claimed responsibility for the seizure of 16 Western tourists. The terrorists killed four of the hostages 
when Yemeni Government security forces tried to free them. 

Iran, Syria, Libya, and Iraq all persisted in their direct and indirect state sponsorship of terrorism. In most cases, this 
support included providing assistance, training, or safehaven to terrorist groups opposed to the Middle East peace 
process. In some cases, particularly Iran and Iraq, it also included targeting dissidents and opponents of these 
authoritarian regimes for assassination or harassment. 

Algeria 
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The Government of Algeria in 1998 made progress in combating domestic terrorism, which has claimed approximately 
75,000 lives since Islamic extremists began their violent campaign to overthrow the government in 1992. The 
government intensified its counterinsurgency operations against the Armed Islamic Group, and several militant groups 
in 1998 joined the unilateral cease-fire declared by the Islamic Salvation Army (AIS)--the armed wing of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS)--in October 1997. The GIA also suffered a number of setbacks to its networks in Europe. No 
foreign nationals were killed in acts of terrorism in Algeria during the year. 

The GIA continued to conduct terrorist operations in Algeria in 1998, targeting a broad spectrum of Algerian civilians. 
The worst incident of 1998 occurred on 11 January during the holy month of Ramadan, when GIA extremists massacred 
numerous civilians in Sidi Hamed. Official estimates put the death toll at more than 100 civilians; press accounts 
reported the death toll even higher. Other smaller civilian massacres and acts of violence also continued throughout the 
year. 

The seemingly indiscriminate and horrific violence against civilians--including women and children--was condemned 
widely in domestic and international circles and eroded Islamist support for the group abroad. The GIA's campaign of 
attacking civilians also exacerbated internal divisions: dissident GIA leader Hassan Hattab in May publicly criticized 
GIA faction leader Antar Zouabri for his attacks on civilians and in September formally separated from the GIA. Hattab 
created a new element, the Salafi Group for Call and Combat, aimed primarily at attacking security force elements. 
Despite the split from Zouabri, Hattab's faction continued to commit violence in Algeria throughout 1998. Hattab 
claimed responsibility for assassinating the popular Berber singer Matoub Lounes in June, an act that further alienated 
the Algerian public. 

Bahrain 
Minor security incidents continued to plague Bahrain in 1998. Bahraini security forces in November arrested several 
Bahraini and Lebanese citizens, seizing weapons and explosives, in connection with a plot to attack public facilities and 
other installations in Bahrain. Bahraini Prime Minister Shaykh Khalifa claimed the operation was planned in Lebanon, 
where members of the group reportedly had received military training. Some of those arrested allegedly also confessed 
to conducting arson attacks. 

Bahrain continued in 1998 to seek the extradition of eight individuals--including five in the United Kingdom--who were 
convicted in absentia in November 1997 for orchestrating and funding from abroad a campaign aimed at disrupting 
Bahraini security. 

Egypt 
The number of deaths in 1998 from terrorist-related incidents fell to 47, fewer than one-third of the tally for 1997 and 
the lowest since 1992. Egyptian security forces increased security and counterterrorist operations against Egyptian 
extremists, particularly al-Gama'at al-Islamiyya, following its attack in November 1997 at Luxor that killed 58 foreign 
tourists and four Egyptians. Trials of Egyptian extremists responsible for various terrorist acts were held throughout the 
year, resulting in several convictions. The improving security situation led tourism to increase in 1998. Egypt also 
hosted in October an Interpol conference that promoted international cooperation in the fight against terrorism. Egypt 
also worked closely with other Arab countries in counterterrorism efforts, pursuant to an agreement reached among 
Arab interior ministers earlier in the year. 

Despite the intensified security and counterterrorist actions following the Luxor incident, Egyptian extremists--
particularly al-Jihad--continued to levy threats against Egypt and the United States for the arrests and extradition in 
1998 of their cadre from Albania, Azerbaijan, South Africa, Italy, and the United Kingdom. Both al-Jihad and al-
Gama'at al-Islamiyya signed terrorist sponsor Usama Bin Ladin's fatwa in February that called for attacks against US 
civilians, although al-Gama'at publicly denied that it is a member of Bin Ladin's World Islamic Front for the Jihad 
Against the Jews and Crusaders. Al-Gama'at leaders imprisoned in Egypt followed the lead of imprisoned Shaykh Umar 
Abd al-Rahman, issuing a public statement in early November that called for the cessation of operations in Egypt and 
urged al-Gama'at to create a "peaceful front." Gama'at leaders abroad endorsed the idea but emphasized they would 
continue to target US interests and support the jihad. 

 



 
Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza Strip 
Violence and terrorism by Palestinian groups opposed to the peace process continued in 1998, albeit at a reduced level 
as compared with the previous two years. HAMAS alone launched more than a dozen attacks over the year. Among the 
more notable were grenade attacks in Hebron in September that injured 25 persons and in Beersheva in October that 
injured more than 50. A HAMAS car bomb in the Gaza Strip in late October killed one Israeli soldier and injured 
several schoolchildren. The PIJ attempted a car bombing in November in Jerusalem that killed only the two militants. 

Other serious attacks against Israel and its citizens also occurred, including the shooting deaths of two settlers on guard 
duty in early August and the assassination of a prominent rabbi in Hebron later that month. Small bomb explosions in 
Tel Aviv in August and in Jerusalem in September wounded a total of 13 Israelis. 

For its part, Israel continued vigorous counterterrorist operations, including numerous arrests and seizures of weapons 
and explosives. In one of the most significant actions of the year, Israeli forces on 10 September raided a farmhouse 
near Hebron, killing two leading HAMAS terrorists, Adil and Imad Awadallah. 

The Palestinian Authority (PA), which is responsible for security in Gaza and most major West Bank cities, continued 
to act against Palestinian perpetrators of anti-Israeli violence. The PA's security apparatus preempted several attacks 
over the year, including a planned HAMAS double-suicide bombing staged from the Gaza Strip in late September. The 



PA launched several large-scale arrest campaigns targeting individuals with ties to terrorist organizations and detained 
several leading HAMAS and PIJ political figures. In one of the more significant operations of the year, the PA in late 
September uncovered a HAMAS bomb lab filled with hundreds of kilograms of explosives. At the same time, more PA 
effort is needed to enhance its bilateral cooperation with Israel and its unilateral fight against terrorism. 

In late October, the PA and Israel signed the Wye River Memorandum, which includes a number of provisions for 
increased security cooperation. 

Jordan 
There were no major international terrorist attacks in Jordan in 1998, but several low-level incidents kept security forces 
focused on combating the terrorist threat. In February, amid rising tensions over Iraqi weapons inspections, the British 
Embassy in Amman was the target of a firebomb attack that caused no damage. Between mid-March and early May, the 
Reform and Defiance Movement--a small, mostly indigenous radical Islamic group--conducted a string of small 
bombings in Amman targeting Jordanian security forces, the Modern American School, and a major hotel. These 
attacks caused minor property damage. 

Amman continued to maintain tight security along its borders and to interdict and prosecute individuals caught 
smuggling weapons and explosives, primarily intended for Palestinian rejectionist groups in the West Bank. In 
September, Amman convicted two Jordanians of possession of illegal explosives with the intent to commit terrorist acts 
and sentenced them to 15 years in prison with hard labor. The two reportedly had planned to attack Israelis in Israel or 
the West Bank. In October the state prosecutor referred to the security court the case of six men accused of possessing 
and selling of explosives to support terrorist aims. 

Jordan permitted and monitored the limited presence of several Palestinian rejectionist groups, including HAMAS, the 
PIJ, the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine, Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), and the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of the Palestine-General Command. The Jordanian Government allowed the HAMAS 
Political Bureau to maintain a small information office in Amman as well as personal offices for senior HAMAS 
members who live in Jordan, several of whom are Jordanian citizens. In 1998, Jordan did not permit known members of 
the group's military wing to reside or operate in country, however. In November, Jordan issued a public warning to 
HAMAS and other rejectionist groups that it would not tolerate acts that "impede implementation" of the Wye River 
Memorandum. 

Jordan continued to cooperate with other regional states concerning terrorist threats to the region and in April signed the 
multilateral Arab Anti-Terrorism Agreement. King Hussein publicly voiced support for the US-UK initiative in the Pan 
Am 103 case. 

Lebanon 
Security conditions in Lebanon continued to improve in 1998, but lack of complete government control in several areas 
of the country--including portions of the Bekaa Valley and Beirut's southern suburbs--and easy access to arms and 
explosives throughout much of the country contributed to an environment with the potential for acts of violence. The 
Lebanese Government did not exert full control over militia groups engaged in fighting in and near the so-called 
security zone occupied by Israel and its proxy militia, the Army of South Lebanon. 

In these areas, a variety of terrorist groups continued to operate with relative impunity, conducting terrorist training and 
other operational activities. These groups include Hizballah, HAMAS, the Abu Nidal organization (ANO), the PIJ and 
the PFLP-GC. Hizballah presents the most potent threat to US personnel and facilities in Lebanon by an organized 
group. Although Hizballah has not attacked US interests in Lebanon since 1991, its animosity toward the United States 
has not abated, and the group continued to monitor the US Embassy and its personnel in Beirut. Hizballah leaders 
routinely denounced US policies in the region and sharply condemned the Wye River Memorandum between Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority. 

One anti-US attack occurred in Lebanon in 1998. On 21 June four rocket-propelled grenades were fired at the US 
Embassy in Beirut from some 700 meters away, falling only a short distance from their launch site and causing no 
damage. The grenades were launched from a crudely manufactured firing device, suggesting that the attack was not 



conducted by an organized group. Lebanese authorities responded swiftly to the incident, but as of 31 December 
investigators had not determined who had conducted the attack and there were no claims of responsibility. The reason 
for the attack is unclear, but its occurrence two days after Lebanese Prime Minister Hariri had visited Washington 
suggested it was intended as a sign of displeasure with US-Lebanese relations or was an attempt to embarrass Hariri. 

 

 
Lebanese citizens also were the targets of random bombings in 1998. Car bombs targeted Amal and PIJ leaders in south 
Lebanon in October, a resident of Sidon in July, and a Sunni mayoral candidate in west Beirut in May. Although no one 
was killed, these incidents illustrate the potential danger from random political violence in Lebanon. 

The Lebanese Government continued to support publicly international counterterrorist initiatives, and its judiciary 



system made limited progress in prosecuting terrorist court cases. In early June the Lebanese Supreme Court rejected a 
defense appeal for a retrial of five Japanese Red Army members and endorsed the three-year prison sentence handed 
down last year. 

Saudi Arabia 
There were several reported threats against US interests in Saudi Arabia in 1998 but no terrorist incidents. The US 
Embassy in Riyadh and Consulates in Jiddah and Dhahran closed for a few days in early October after receiving 
information that a terrorist attack was being planned against the Embassy. 

Terrorist Usama Bin Ladin, whose Saudi citizenship was revoked in 1994, continued publicly to threaten US interests in 
Saudi Arabia in 1998. In a press conference in Afghanistan in May, Bin Ladin declared a holy war against US forces in 
the Arabian Peninsula, many of whom are stationed in Saudi Arabia. The declaration followed a communiqué in 
February in which Bin Ladin and other terrorists called for attacks on US and allied civilians and military interests 
worldwide. 

The investigation into the bombing in June 1996 of the Khubar Towers housing facility near Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, 
continued in 1998, but it has not been resolved. In that incident, a large truck bomb killed 19 US citizens and wounded 
more than 500 others. The Saudi Government has requested that the United States extradite Hani al-Sayegh--a Saudi 
national arrested by the Canadians and deported to the United States in 1997--so they may question him about his 
alleged role in the bombing. At the end of 1998 a decision on al-Sayegh's extradition case was pending with the US 
Immigration and Naturalization Service. In November, Saudi Interior Minister Prince Nayif stated publicly that Bin 
Ladin was not responsible for the Khubar Towers bombing or the bombing in November 1995 of the Office of the 
Program Manager-Saudi Arabia National Guard (OPM/ SANG) facility in Riyadh, which killed seven persons. Nayif 
allowed that individuals motivated by Bin Ladin could have conducted the attacks, however. 

Tunisia 
There were no terrorist incidents reported in Tunisia in 1998. The Government of Tunisia remains publicly committed 
to countering terrorist threats, particularly from Islamic extremists. The government continued publicly to express its 
opposition to international terrorism, strongly condemning the terrorist attacks in August against the US Embassies in 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. Tunis also remains concerned about Algeria's violence spilling over into Tunisia and 
employs strict domestic security controls to counter this threat. 

Tunisia continued to participate in regional counter-terrorism efforts. In January the government hosted a meeting of 
Arab League interior ministers at which an agreement was reached to enhance inter-Arab counterterrorism cooperation. 
Tunisia agreed to extradite convicted terrorists, improve information exchanges, and strengthen control on the 
infiltration and travel of suspected terrorists in Arab countries. 

The government continued to prosecute individuals for membership in the outlawed An-Nahda movement, which it 
considers a terrorist organization, although there were no reports of terrorist attacks by the group in 1998. On 2 June a 
Tunisian court found two Tunisian nationals guilty of assassinating Belgian Vice Premier Andre Cools in Liege in 1991 
and sentenced them to 20-year prison terms. 

Yemen 
A series of bombings in 1998 in Sanaa and southern Yemen caused numerous casualties and some property damage. A 
bombing in April at a mosque near Sanaa killed two persons and injured 27 others, including two US citizens. In 
response to the bombings, Yemeni authorities in August announced the arrest of several Yemeni oppositionists, alleging 
they were working for "foreign parties." Interior Minister Arab also blamed "foreign groups" for a bombing in 
September at a market in Aden that caused two deaths and 27 injuries. In August the United States warned US citizens 
in Yemen of a threat to US interests there, days after terrorists bombed the US Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. Three 
persons were killed and several were injured in November when a car bomb exploded near the German Embassy in 
Sanaa. 

Yemeni tribesmen kidnapped and released more than 60 foreign nationals in l998, more than three times the number 
abducted in 1997. The Islamic Army of Aden--a little known Islamic group that has issued anti-US threats--claimed 



responsibility for the kidnapping in late December of 16 Western tourists, including two US citizens. Four of the 
tourists died, and two others--including one US citizen--were wounded during a Yemeni Government rescue attempt 
that liberated the remaining hostages. Following the incident, the group issued a statement calling for the lifting of 
sanctions against Iraq. In addition, gunmen in December shot and wounded a US citizen working on a Dutch 
agricultural development project while they were attempting to hijack his car. The Yemeni Government issued a decree 
in August implementing severe punishment--including execution--for kidnappers and stepped up enforcement of the 
law on unlicensed weapons in major cities. 

Continuing efforts begun in 1997, the Yemeni Government took further steps to rein in foreign extremists. Sanaa 
increased its security cooperation with other Arab countries and reportedly forced several foreign extremists to leave 
Yemen. The government also instituted the requirement that Algerian, British, Egyptian, Libyan, Sudanese, and 
Tunisian nationals seeking entry into Yemen travel directly from their home counties. Nevertheless, the government's 
inability to control many remote areas continued to make the country a safehaven for terrorist groups. 

[end of text] 
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Overview of State-Sponsored
Terrorism

 

Terrorist attacks sponsored by states have declined in recent years but remain a serious threat. With state sponsorship a 
terrorist group often receives safehaven, money, weapons, training, logistic support, or use of diplomatic facilities. 
Some of the most violent terrorist attacks on record would not have been possible without such sponsorship. 

Usama Bin Ladin

The bombings of the US Embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania on 7 August 1998 underscored the 
global reach of Usama Bin Ladin--a long-time sponsor and financier of Sunni Islamic extremist causes--and his 
network. A series of public threats to drive the United States and its allies out of Muslim countries foreshadowed the 
attacks. The foremost threat was presented as a Muslim religious decree and published on 23 February 1998 by Bin 
Ladin and allied groups under the name "World Islamic Front for Jihad Against the Jews and Crusaders." The statement 
asserted that it was a religious duty for all Muslims to wage war on US citizens, military and civilian, anywhere in the 
world. 

The 17th son of Saudi construction magnate Muhammad Bin Ladin, Usama joined the Afghan resistance almost 
immediately after the Soviet invasion in December 1979. He played a significant role in financing, recruiting, 
transporting, and training Arab nationals who volunteered to fight in Afghanistan. During the war, Bin Ladin founded al-
Qaida--the "Base"--to serve as an operational hub for like-minded Sunni Islamic extremists. In 1994 the Saudi 
Government revoked his citizenship and his family officially disowned him. He moved to Sudan in 1991 but 
international pressure on Khartoum forced him to move to Afghanistan in 1996. 

Bin Ladin leads a broad-based, versatile organization. Suspects named in the wake of the Embassy bombings--four 
Egyptians, one Comoran, one Jordanian, three Saudis, one US citizen, one or possibly two Kenyan citizens, and one 
Tanzanian--reflect the range of al-Qaida operatives. The diverse groups under his umbrella afford Bin Ladin resources 
beyond those of the people directly loyal to him. With his own inherited wealth, business interests, contributions from 
sympathizers in various countries, and support from close allies like the Egyptian and South Asian groups that signed 
his so-called fatwa, he funds, trains, and offers logistic help to extremists not directly affiliated with his organization. 

http://www.state.gov/index.cfm


Bin Ladin seeks to aid those who support his primary goal--driving US forces from the Arabian Peninsula, removing the 
Saudi ruling family from power, and "liberating Palestine"--or his secondary goals of removing Western military forces 
and overthrowing what he calls corrupt, Western-oriented governments in predominantly Muslim countries. To these 
ends, his organization has sent trainers throughout Afghanistan as well as to Tajikistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Chechnya, Somalia, Sudan, and Yemen, and has trained fighters from numerous other countries, including the 
Philippines, Egypt, Libya, Pakistan, and Eritrea. 

Using the ties al-Qaida has developed, Bin Ladin believes he can call upon individuals and groups virtually worldwide 
to conduct terrorist attacks. His Egyptian and South Asian allies, for example, publicly threatened US interests in the 
latter half of 1998. Bin Ladin's own public remarks underscore his expanding interests, including a desire to obtain a 
capability to deploy weapons of mass destruction. 

On 4 November indictments were returned in the US District Court for the Southern District of New York in connection 
with the two US Embassy bombings in Africa. Charged in the indictment were: Usama Bin Ladin, his military 
commander Muhammad Atef, and Wadih El Hage, Fazul Abdullah Mohammed, Mohammed Sadeek Odeh, and 
Mohamed Rashed Daoud al-Owhali, all members of al-Qaida. Two of these suspects, Odeh and al-Owhali, were turned 
over to US authorities in Kenya and brought to the United States to stand trial. Another suspect, Mamdouh Mahmud 
Salim, was arrested in Germany and extradited to the United States in December. On 16 December five others were 
indicted for their role in the Dar es Salaam Embassy bombing: Mustafa Mohammed Fadhil, Khalfan Khamis Mohamed, 
Ahmed Khalfan Ghailani, Fahid Mohommed Ally Msalam, and Sheikh Ahmed Salim Swedan. 

Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria are the seven governments that the US Secretary of State has 
designated as state sponsors of international terrorism. US policy is to pressure these states to cease their support by 
applying a broad range of sanctions, both unilateral and multilateral. International cooperation is essential in making 
these sanctions work, and more needs to be done in this area. 

Cuba has reduced significantly its support to leftist revolutionaries in Latin America and elsewhere, but it maintains 
close ties to other state sponsors of terrorism and leftist insurgent groups and continues to provide safehaven to a 
number of international terrorists. 

Iran continues to plan and conduct terrorist attacks, including the assassination of dissidents abroad. It supports a variety 
of groups that use terrorism to pursue their goals--including several that oppose the Middle East peace process--by 
providing varying degrees of money, training, safehaven, and weapons. 

Iraq provides safehaven to terrorist and rejectionist groups and continues its efforts to rebuild its intelligence network, 
which it used previously to support international terrorism. The leader of the Abu Nidal organization may have 
relocated to Baghdad in late 1998. 

Libya continues to harbor two Libyan intelligence operatives charged in the United States and Scotland for the bombing 
in 1988 of Pan Am Flight 103. Libya's action defies UN Security Council resolutions requiring Tripoli to surrender 
them for trial and ignores a US-UK offer to prosecute them before a Scottish court sitting in the Netherlands. Libya also 
harbors six suspects in the bombing of UTA flight 772 in 1989, although French authorities agreed to try the six in 
absentia. Several Middle Eastern terrorist groups continue to receive support from Libya, including the PIJ and the 
PFLP-GC. There is no evidence of Libyan involvement in recent acts of international terrorism, however. 

Although North Korea has not been linked definitively to any act of international terrorism since 1987, it continues to 
provide safehaven to terrorists who hijacked a Japanese airliner to North Korea in 1970. 

Sudan provides safehaven to some of the world's most violent terrorist groups, including Usama Bin Ladin's al-Qaida, 
Lebanese Hizballah, the PIJ, the ANO, and HAMAS. The Sudanese Government also refuses to comply with UN 
Security Council demands that it hand over for trial three fugitives linked to the assassination attempt in 1995 against 
Egyptian President Mubarak in Ethiopia. 



There is no evidence of direct Syrian involvement in acts of international terrorism since 1986, but Syria continues to 
provide sanctuary and support for a number of terrorist groups that seek to disrupt the Middle East peace process. 

Cuba 
Cuba no longer actively supports armed struggle in Latin America or elsewhere. Previously, the Castro regime provided 
significant levels of funding, military training, arms, and guidance to various revolutionary groups across the globe. 
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Havana has been forced to reduce dramatically its support to leftist 
revolutionaries. 

Cuba, nonetheless, continues to maintain close ties to other state sponsors of terrorism and leftist insurgent groups in 
Latin America. For instance, Colombia's two main terrorist groups, the FARC and the ELN, maintain representatives in 
Cuba. Moreover, Havana continues to provide safehaven to a number of international terrorists and US terrorist 
fugitives. 

Iran 
Iran in 1998 continued to be involved in the planning and execution of terrorist acts. Tehran apparently conducted fewer 
antidissident assassinations abroad in 1998 than in 1997. Tehran continued, however, to support a variety of groups that 
use terrorism to pursue their goals. Despite Iranian public statements condemning certain terrorist acts or expressing 
sympathy for Kenyan and Tanzanian victims of the August 1998 bombings of the US Embassies in Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam, Iranian support for terrorism remains in place. 

Tehran is reported to have conducted several assassinations outside Iran during 1998. In June the "League of the 
Followers of the Sunna" accused Iranian intelligence agents of murdering an Iranian Sunni cleric, Shaikh Nureddin 
Ghuraybi, in Tajikistan. In September the leaders of Sipah-e-Sahaba Pakistan, a virulently anti-Shia sectarian group, 
accused Iran of responsibility for the murders of two of the organization's leaders, Allama Shoaib Nadeem and Maulana 
Habibur Rehman Siddiqui. In late November the National Council of Resistance claimed that the Iranian regime had 
kidnapped and killed Reza Pirzadi in Pakistan. Pirzadi was described as a warrant officer who had been released from 
prison in Iran in 1996. 

Members of Iran's Ministry of Security and Intelligence (MOIS) may have conducted five mysterious murders of 
leading writers and political activists in Iran. Late in the year, Tehran announced the discovery of an operational cell 
within the MOIS that it alleged operated without the knowledge of senior government officials. Tehran reportedly 
arrested the cell's members. 

The Iranian Government stated publicly that it would take no action to enforce the fatwa on Salman Rushdie, a British 
citizen, which has been in effect since 1989. The Iranian Government's assurance led the UK Government to upgrade its 
diplomatic relations with Iran. Tehran stated, however, that revoking the fatwa is impossible since its author is 
deceased. Moreover, the Iranian Government has not required the Fifteen Khordad Foundation to withdraw its reward 
for executing the fatwa on Rushdie, and in November the Foundation increased its offer to $2.8 million. 

Iran continued to provide support to a variety of terrorist groups, including the Lebanese Hizballah, HAMAS, and the 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, which oppose the Middle East peace process through violence. Iran supports these groups 
with varying amounts of training, money, and/or weapons. 

In March, a US district court ruled that Iran should pay $247 million to the family of Alisa Flatow, a US citizen killed in 
a PIJ bomb attack in Gaza in April 1995. The court ruled that Iran was responsible for her death because it provided 
funding to the PIJ, which claimed responsibility for the act. Palestinian sources said Iran supported the PIJ's claimed 
attack in Jerusalem in early November 1998, in which two suicide bombers injured some 21 persons. 

Iran still provides safehaven to elements of the PKK, a Turkish separatist group that has conducted numerous terrorist 
attacks in Turkey and on Turkish targets in Europe. 

Iran also provides support to North African groups. In an interview in April 1998, former Iranian president Bani Sadr 
accused Tehran of training Algerian fighters, among others. 



Tehran accurately claims it also is a victim of terrorism. In 1998 several high-ranking members of the Iranian 
Government were attacked and at least two were killed in attacks claimed by the terrorist group Mujahedin-e Khalq 
(MEK). The MEK claimed responsibility for the killing on 23 August of Asadollah Lajevardi, the former director of 
Tehran's Evin Prison. It also claimed responsibility for the deaths in June of several persons, including Haj Hassan 
Salehi, allegedly a torturer at the prison, during a bombing attack on the Revolutionary Prosecutor's Office in Tehran. 

Mohsen Rafiqdust, head of the Foundation for the Oppressed and Disabled, escaped an attack on his life on 13 
September. He said counterrevolutionary elements had embarked on efforts to make the country insecure. 

At least nine Iranian diplomatic and associated personnel died when unknown persons invaded the Iranian Consulate in 
Mazar-e Sharif, Afghanistan, in early August during the Taliban takeover of that city. The Taliban denied responsibility 
for the deaths. 

 

 
Iraq 
In 1998, Baghdad continued efforts to rebuild its intelligence network, which it previously had used to support 
international terrorism. Press reports indicated that Iraqi intelligence agents may have been planning an attack against 



Radio Free Europe in Prague in October 1998. Other press reports citing "reliable diplomatic sources" in Amman 
claimed that Iraq had sent abroad for terrorist purposes intelligence agents who pretended to be refugees and 
businessmen. Iraqi oppositionists have claimed publicly that the regime intends to silence them and have accused 
Baghdad of planning to assassinate Iraqi exiles. There are various claims that the Iraqi intelligence service was 
responsible for the killings of some nine persons in Amman, but we cannot corroborate the charges. 

In January 1998 an Iraqi diplomat was fired on in Amman, Jordan. Jordanian authorities arrested five persons who 
subsequently confessed responsibility. In a separate incident, eight persons--including an Iraqi diplomat--were murdered 
in the home of an Iraqi businessman. Jordanian authorities in April arrested several persons for this crime. 

In southern Iraq, Ayatollah Morteza Borujerdi--a senior Shia cleric--was killed on 22 April. Oppositionists claimed the 
Iraqi Government assassinated Borujerdi because he refused to cease leading prayers. A second high-ranking Shia 
cleric, Ayatollah Ali Gharavi, was killed on 18 June. The oppositionist Supreme Assembly for the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq accused Baghdad of responsibility. Both men were respected Shia clerics of Iranian origin and their murders 
remain unsolved. 

Iraq continues to provide safehaven to a variety of Palestinian rejectionist groups, including the Abu Nidal organization, 
the Arab Liberation Front (ALF), and the former head of the now-defunct 15 May Organization, Abu Ibrahim, who 
masterminded several bombings of US aircraft. In December press reports indicated that Abu Nidal had relocated to 
Iraq and may be receiving medical treatment. Abu Nidal's move to Baghdad--if true--would increase the prospect that 
Saddam may call on the ANO to conduct anti-US attacks. Iraq also provides bases, weapons, and protection to the 
MEK, a terrorist group that opposes the current Iranian regime. 

Libya 
Despite a joint US-UK offer to prosecute the two Libyans charged with the bombing in 1988 of Pan Am Flight 103 
before a Scottish court sitting in the Netherlands, Libya remained unwilling to meet the demands of UN Security 
Council resolutions 731, 748, 883, and 1192. These measures call upon Libyan leader Qadhafi to cease all support to 
terrorism, turn over the two indicted Pan Am 103 suspects for trial, and cooperate in the investigation. (On 5 April 
1999, Libya turned over the two suspects, 'Abd al Basit al-Megrahi and Lamin Kalifah Fhima, for prosecution in the 
Netherlands under Scottish law.) 

French officials in January completed their investigation into the bombing in 1989 of UTA Flight 772. The French 
officials believe that the Libyan intelligence service was responsible and named Qadhafi's brother-in-law, Muhammad 
Sanusi, as the attack's mastermind. (Six Libyan suspects, all intelligence officers, were tried in absentia by a French 
court in March 1999. The suspects were convicted on 8 March 1999.) 

Libya remains the primary suspect in several other past terrorist operations, including the La Belle discotheque bombing 
in Berlin in 1986, which killed two US servicemen, one Turkish civilian, and wounded more than 200. The trial in 
Germany of five defendants in the case, who are accused of "an act of assassination commissioned by the Libyan state," 
began in November 1997 and continued through 1998. 

Despite ongoing sanctions against Libya for its sponsorship of terrorism, Tripoli in 1998 continued to harass and 
intimidate expatriate dissidents. Moreover, Qadhafi continued publicly and privately to support Palestinian terrorist 
groups, including the PIJ and the PFLP-GC. Libya has not been implicated in any international terrorist act for several 
years, however. 

North Korea 
The Democratic People's Republic of Korea has not been linked solidly to the planning or execution of an international 
terrorist attack since 1987, when a KAL airliner was bombed in flight. North Korea continues to provide safehaven to 
members of the Japanese Communist League-Red Army Faction who participated in the hijacking of a Japanese 
Airlines flight to North Korea in 1970. In March, P'yongyang allowed members of the Japanese Diet to visit some of the 
hijackers. 

Sudan 



Sudan continued to serve as a meeting place, safehaven, and training hub for a number of international terrorist groups, 
particularly Usama Bin Ladin's al-Qaida organization. The Sudanese Government also condoned many of Iran's 
objectionable activities, such as funding terrorist and radical Islamic groups operating and transiting Sudan. 

Sudan still has not complied fully with UN Security Council Resolutions 1044, 1054, and 1070, passed in 1996, despite 
the regime's efforts to distance itself publicly from terrorism. The UNSC demands that Sudan end all support to 
terrorists. It also requires Khartoum to hand over three Egyptian al-Gama'at fugitives linked to the assassination attempt 
in 1995 against Egyptian President Mubarak in Ethiopia. Sudanese officials continue to deny that they are harboring the 
three suspects and that they had a role in the attack. 

Khartoum continues to provide safehaven to members of several of the world's most violent terrorist groups, including 
Lebanese Hizballah, the PIJ, the ANO, and HAMAS. Khartoum also supports regional Islamic and non-Islamic 
opposition and insurgent groups in Ethiopia, Eritrea, Uganda, and Tunisia. 

Sudanese support to terrorists includes provision of paramilitary training, money, religious indoctrination, travel 
documents, safe passage, and refuge. Most of the organizations in Sudan maintain offices or other types of 
representation. 

In August the United States accused Sudan of involvement in chemical weapons development. On 20 August the United 
States conducted military strikes against the al-Shifa pharmaceutical plant in Khartoum, which was associated with 
Usama Bin Ladin's terrorist network and believed to be involved in the manufacture of chemical weapons, to prevent an 
anti-US attack. Sudan has denied that the plant was involved in chemical weapons production and vigorously has 
protested the US bombing. 

Syria 
There is no evidence that Syrian officials have engaged directly in planning or executing international terrorist attacks 
since 1986. Syria, nonetheless, continues to provide safehaven and support to several terrorist groups, allowing some to 
maintain training camps or other facilities on Syrian territory. Ahmad Jibril's Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command and the Palestine Islamic Jihad, for example, have their headquarters in Damascus. In 
addition, Syria grants a wide variety of terrorist groups--including HAMAS, the PFLP-GC, and the PIJ--basing 
privileges or refuge in areas of Lebanon's Bekaa Valley under Syrian control. 

In response to Turkish pressure, Damascus took several important steps against the Kurdistan Workers' Party in 
October. PKK leader Abdallah Ocalan departed Syria, and Damascus forced many PKK members to relocate to 
northern Iraq. It is unclear whether Damascus has made a long-term commitment to sever its ties to the PKK. 

Although Damascus claims to be committed to the Middle East peace process, it has not acted to stop anti-Israeli 
attacks by Hizballah and Palestinian rejectionist groups in southern Lebanon. Syria allowed--but did not participate in--
a meeting of Palestinian rejectionist groups in Damascus in December to reaffirm their public opposition to the peace 
process. Syria also assists the resupply of rejectionist groups operating in Lebanon via Damascus. Nonetheless, the 
Syrian Government continues to restrain the international activities of some groups and to participate in a multinational 
monitoring group to prevent attacks against civilian targets in southern Lebanon and northern Israel. 

[end of text] 
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5 January 

Yemen 

Two Yemeni tribesmen kidnapped three South Korean citizens, including the wife and daughter of the First Secretary of the 
Korean Embassy, in Sanaa. The hostages were released on 9 January.

8 January 

Russia 

Two Swedish missionaries were kidnapped in Makhackala. An anonymous telephone caller claiming to represent the Dagestani 
kidnappers stated the hostages had been moved to Chechnya. The hostages were released on 24 June 1998.

14 January 

Israel 

A boobytrapped videocassette exploded at the Israel-Lebanon border crossing near Metulla, injuring three Israelis and three 
Lebanese, including the man who carried it. The Amal claimed responsibility, stating that the intended target was a senior Israeli 
intelligence officer.

21 January 

Yemen 

Armed tribesmen abducted two engineers in two separate incidents. The tribesmen released the hostages, one German and one 
Chinese, the next day.

25 January 

India 

Heavily armed masked militants attacked four Hindu families in Wandhama, on the Pakistani side of the Kashmir Line of 
Control, killing at least 23 men, women, and children. A lone survivor described the militants as Urdu-speaking foreigners, who 
first took tea with the Hindu families before opening fire. The militants also set fire to a Hindu temple and some homes.

3 February 
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Chad 

Five armed members of a Chadian opposition group kidnapped four French nationals in Manda National park in Moyen-Chari 
Prefecture, releasing them unharmed on 8 February. The Union of Democratic Forces (UFD) claimed responsibility. 

Greece 

Bombs detonated at two McDonald's restaurants in the Halandri and Vrilissia suburbs of Athens, causing extensive damage. 
Authorities suspect anarchists carried out the attacks in retaliation for the arrest of the alleged leader of the Fighting Guerrilla 
Formation (MAS).

9 February 

Yemen 

Yemeni tribesmen kidnapped a Dutch tourist in Sanaa. The kidnappers demanded the release of three members of their clan who 
had been arrested for stealing a United Nations vehicle. The hostage was released on 25 February.

19 February 

Georgia 

Armed supporters of late Georgian president Zviad Gamsakhurdia abducted four United Nations military observers from Sweden, 
Uruguay, and the Czech Republic. On 22 February one Uruguayan military observer was released. The remaining hostages were 
released after President Shevardnadze met with the Gamsakhurdia opposition on 25 February. Eight of the kidnappers were 
captured. (The leader, a key figure in the assault on 9 February on President Shevardnaze's motorcade, remained at large until 
Georgian authorities tracked him to western Georgia and killed him in a shootout on 31 March.)

19 February 

Yemen 

Yemeni al-Hadda tribesmen kidnapped a Dutch agricultural expert in Dhamar. The kidnappers demanded development projects in 
their area and released the hostage the next day.

21 February 

Pakistan 

Unidentified gunmen killed two Iranian engineers near the Iranian Cultural Center in Karachi. The shooting may have been 
conducted to mark the anniversary of the attack on 20 February 1997 on the Iranian Cultural Center in Multan.

25 February 

Ethiopia 

An armed group kidnapped an Austrian national as she traveled from Gode to Denan, according to press reports. The Ogaden 
National Liberation Front (ONLF) claimed responsibility. The ONLF released the hostage 23 March after announcing on a 
radiobroadcast its intent to release her.

14 March 

Colombia 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) guerrillas kidnapped two French businessmen in Meta Department, according 
to press accounts. The hostages are brothers who run a hotel in the department. One hostage was released shortly after the 
abduction with a huge ransom demand by the rebels for his brother's release.

21 March 

Colombia 



FARC rebels kidnapped a US citizen in Sabaneta. According to multiple media sources, the hostage was released to the 
International Red Cross on 6 September 1998.

22 March 

Chad 

Gunmen kidnapped six French and two Italian nationals in the Tibesti region. Chadian forces freed all but one hostage within 
hours. A group called the National Front for the Renewal of Chad (FNTR) claimed responsibility in a statement to the press, 
saying it would release the remaining hostage on the condition that French troops withdraw from Chad and that Western oil 
companies halt exploration and exploitation of all resources in Chad. On 27 March, Chadian security forces freed the last hostage.

23 March 

Angola 

Rebels from the Front for the Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave-Cabinda Armed Forces (FLEC-FAC) abducted two Portuguese 
citizens in Cabinda. The victims are employed by Mota & Company, a Portuguese construction company. The FLEC-FAC 
demanded $500,000 in ransom, the intervention of Portuguese authorities, and negotiations for the withdrawal of Portugal from 
Angola. On 24 June the FLEC-FAC released the hostages. It is not known if a ransom was paid. 

Colombia 

FARC rebels killed three persons, wounded 14, and kidnapped at least 27 others at a roadblock near Bogota. Four US citizens and 
one Italian were among those kidnapped, as well as the acting president of the National Electoral Council (CNE) and his wife. On 
25 March the rebels released the CNE president and his wife. The rebels released nine of the Colombian hostages two days later. 
On 2 April one of the US hostages escaped his captors. On 25 April the last two hostages were released.

25 March 

Colombia 

At the British Petroleum oil field in Cupiagua, a bomb blast injured one US citizen and two British workers. At least one bomb 
was placed near the oil workers' sleeping trailers and detonated around midnight. Police blame the attack on the National 
Liberation Army.

Early April 

Morocco 

An armed Islamic group killed 10 Moroccans near the border town of Oujda in early April, according to news reports.

4 April 

Uganda 

The US Embassy reported that bombs exploded at two restaurants in Kampala, killing five persons--including one Swedish and 
one Rwandan national--and wounding at least six others. The restaurants, the Nile Grill and the cafe at the Speke Hotel, are 
within walking distance of the US Embassy and the Sheraton Hotel. A Ugandan Government official reported to local press that 
the Allied Democratic Forces may be responsible.

10 April 

Turkey 

Two Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) members on a motorcycle threw a bomb into a park near the Blue Mosque in Istanbul, 
according to press reports. The explosion injured two Indian tourists, one New Zealander, four Turkish civilians, and two Turkish 
soldiers. On 12 April authorities arrested the two PKK members involved in the attack.

15 April 

Somalia 



Multiple media sources reported that militiamen abducted nine Red Cross and Red Crescent workers at an airstrip north of 
Mogadishu. The hostages included a US citizen, a German, a Belgian, a French, a Norwegian, two Swiss, and one Somali. The 
gunmen are members of a subclan loyal to Ali Mahdi Mohammed, who controls the northern section of the capital. On 24 April 
the hostages were released unharmed, and no ransom was paid.

17 April 

Cambodia 

Approximately 60 armed suspected Khmer Rouge militants attacked two fishing villages on the Tonle Sap lake in Kampong 
Chhnang Province, killing 21 persons and wounding at least nine others, according to press accounts. Twelve of the victims were 
Vietnamese nationals. The attack occurred in the early morning when the victims were asleep. 

Yemen 

Press reported that tribesmen kidnapped a British Council official, along with his wife and son, as they traveled from Aden to 
Sanaa. The kidnappers released the hostages on 3 May.

18 April 

India 

Muslim militants attacked Barankot village in Udhampur district, Kashmir, killing 29 persons, according to press reports. Lashkar-
i-Taiba claimed responsibility for the massacre.

19 April 

Venezuela 

Unidentified Colombian guerrillas kidnapped a Venezuelan cattleman in Los Flores hacienda. On 23 April the Venezuelan 
Directorate of Intelligence and Prevention Services rescued the hostage.

22 April 

Angola 

Suspected secessionists from the Front for the Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave abducted a Portuguese citizen and nine 
Angolans in Cabinda, according to press reports. The victims are employed by Mota & Company, a Portuguese construction 
company. The Portuguese hostage was released unharmed on 24 June. 

Iraq 

A gunman shot and killed an Iranian clergyman and injured his two companions in An Najaf, according to press reports. No one 
claimed responsibility for the attack.

23 April 

Yemen 

A police officer from the Al-Marakesha tribe kidnapped a Ukrainian citizen on his way to Sanaa and handed him over to the tribe, 
according to press reports. Tribesmen released the hostage the next day.

24 April 

Yemen 

A bomb exploded in the courtyard of the Al-Kheir mosque after midday prayers in Sanaa, according to US Embassy reporting. 
The explosion killed two persons and wounded 26 others, including two United States citizens, one Canadian, one Libyan, and 
several Somalis.

25 April 

Colombia 



FARC guerrillas kidnapped a Palestinian connected to the Palestine Liberation Organization in Bogota. The victim is a 
Colombian citizen who has resided in Colombia for the past 20 years. On 17 July the FARC rebels released the hostage, 
reportedly at the request of the International Red Cross and of a special envoy of the Palestinian Authority.

Late April 

Angola 

Militants thought to be from the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) abducted a Portuguese couple 
involved in trading, according to the press. An administrative source told the Angolan Press Agency that the abduction occurred 
after 150 armed men occupied the commune of Ebanga. UNITA does not have a history of kidnapping foreigners, and the motive 
is unclear.

1 May 

India 

A bomb exploded under a crowded bus in Shupiyan, injuring six persons, according to press reports. Muslim militants are 
suspected.

4 May 

India 

Near Manchar, east of Jammu, Kashmir, police reported that suspected Muslim militants killed four members of a village defense 
committee, four other villagers and one police officer.

5 May 

India 

Armed Islamic militants reportedly entered a home in Surankote, north of Jammu and killed four persons.

6 May 

India 

Suspected Muslim militants killed five Hindu family members during a funeral procession outside the town of Punch, Kashmir, 
according to US Embassy reports.

16 May 

Colombia 

Six unidentified heavily armed men kidnapped an Italian engineer near Medellin. The engineer, who was overseeing the 
construction of a tunnel, was taken from his car and forced to enter a taxi with the gunmen, according to police reports. Police 
said it was unclear whether the kidnappers were leftist guerrillas. 

India 

In Binola Chuora village, Kashmir, militants killed at least seven persons. According to press accounts, the victims were former 
militants who had become police informants or members of village defense groups opposed to the militants.

19 May 

Angola 

Armed assailants attacked a marked United Nations vehicle at Calandula, killing one Angolan interpreter working for the UN and 
wounding two other UN employees and one Angolan police officer. A UN spokesperson blamed UNITA.

22 May 



Sudan 

Guerrillas from the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) abducted a British contractor for the World Food Program (WFP) 
and held him for ransom in an SPLA-controlled area of southern Sudan, according to official sources. The victim is employed by 
Terra Firma and was on a survey mission for WFP when he was abducted. SPLA demanded $58,000 and 125 drums of diesel 
fuel. The contractor was released on 19 June.

23 May 

India 

A provincial legislator, his driver, a bodyguard, and three others were injured seriously when a bomb detonated on the outskirts of 
Srinagar, according to police reports. Their armored car was totally destroyed. Pakistani-supported Muslim militants are 
suspected.

26 May 

Venezuela 

Three armed FARC guerrillas kidnapped a Venezuelan engineer in La Victoria. On 18 June the rebels released the engineer and 
gave him money to travel home. The hostage told authorities that the FARC stated they intended to kidnap a businessman from 
that area but took him by mistake.

27 May 

Colombia 

In Santa Marta, 20 National Liberation Army (ELN) rebels bombed the offices of a subsidiary of the US-owned Dole company. 
The guerrillas overpowered the guards, gagged the employees, and destroyed files before detonating four bombs, partially 
destroying the headquarters. The rebels painted graffiti accusing the company owners of assisting paramilitary groups in the 
region. The rebels opened fire on the police as they escaped.

1 June 

India 

Local press reported that a bomb exploded at a busy market in the heart of Jammu, Kashmir, killing one child and injuring 19 
other persons. At least 10 shops were damaged. Indian officials suspect that Muslim militants are responsible. 

India 

A bomb exploded at an Army base in Jammu, Kashmir, killing two civilians and damaging the Army's intelligence wing. Indian 
officials suspect that Muslim militants are responsible.

3 June 

Turkey 

Armed PKK militants kidnapped a German tourist and a Turkish truck driver at a roadblock in Agri, according to press reports. 
The German tourist was found unharmed the next morning near the kidnapping site, but the truck driver still is missing.

7 June 

Pakistan 

Police reported that a bomb ripped through an 18-car passenger train en route from Karachi to Peshawar, killing 23 persons and 
wounding at least 32 others, and destroying one railcar. Pakistan blames India's Research and Analysis Wing for the bombing. 
Indian officials deny the accusation.

18 June 

Iraq 



Unidentified assailants shot and killed an Iranian Shiite cleric, two of his relatives, and his driver. The victims were driving back 
to An Najaf after a pilgrimage to a shrine in Karbala'. 

Yemen 

Tribesmen kidnapped nine Italian tourists and their Yemeni driver in Husn al-Ghurab in the Bir Ali area of Mayfaah District. The 
tribesmen demanded the government pay them 800,000 riyals that were pledged to them in a previous agreement, compensation 
for a car lost in the civil war in 1994, and construction of a school and health facility in their region. The kidnappers released two 
elderly women and the driver on 19 June and the remaining seven hostages on 21 June.

19 June 

India 

Five armed militants attacked Hindu villagers in Champnari village in Jammu's Doda District, killing at least 25 persons and 
injuring seven others, according to police reports. The victims were members of two wedding parties. Indian officials blame 
Pakistani-backed Muslim militants.

21 June 

Lebanon 

Unknown assailants fired four rocket-propelled grenades in the direction of the US Embassy in Beirut. The rockets exploded 
immediately after being launched, missing the Embassy.

23 June 

India 

A remote-controlled bomb exploded under the Delhi-bound Shalimar Express in Kashmir, injuring at least 35 of the 2,000 
passengers and derailing seven cars, according to press reports. A police spokesperson stated that Muslim militants are suspected.

25 June 

Ethiopia 

Six staff members of the International Committee of the Red Cross were abducted when they were traveling from Gode to Degeh 
Bur in three marked vehicles. The ICRC members include one Swiss national and five ethnic Somalis. On 3 July the Islamic 
group al-Ittihad al-Islami claimed responsibility, stating that the hostages were under investigation for spying. On 10 July the 
hostages were released. 

Colombia 

FARC rebels kidnapped a Canadian, a Bolivian, and a Colombian citizen in Santander Department. The Bolivian citizen works 
for a Colombian-German firm, while both the Canadian and Colombian work for a Canadian mining company. The three men 
were kidnapped while driving on a rural road.

28 June 

India 

According to press reports, a bomb hidden in a lunchbox detonated in Achaval Gardens, a popular picnic site in Anantnag, 
Kashmir. Two persons were killed and at least fifteen persons were injured in the blast.

8 July 

Uganda 

A United Nations World Food Program (WFP) worker was killed instantly when guerrillas from the Uganda National Rescue 
Front II fired a rocket-propelled grenade at his WFP truck.

14 July 



Colombia 

FARC rebels kidnapped an Ecuadorian citizen near Medellin. The victim, a US resident, was enroute to visit his family in 
Ecuador when he was abducted. The FARC demanded $1 million for his release.

17 July 

India 

An unidentified militant threw a grenade in the Jehangir Chowk area in Srinagar, Kashmir, injuring 13 persons, according to press 
accounts. A police official stated that the grenade was thrown at a Border Security Force post but exploded in the road instead. 
No one claimed responsibility, but police believe that Muslim militants are behind the attack.

18 July 

Ecuador 

The Indigenous Defense Front for Pastaza Province (FDIP) kidnapped three employees of an Ecuadorian pipeline maker 
subcontracted by a US oil company in Pastaza Province. The group accuses the company of causing environmental damage in its 
oilfield developments. On 28 July the FDIP released one hostage, and it released the remaining two hostages the next day.

20 July 

Tajikistan 

Unidentified assailants ambushed and killed four members of the United Nations Mission of Observers in the Tavildara area. The 
victims included military observers from Poland and Uruguay, a Japanese Civil Affairs officer, and a Tajikistani interpreter.

22 July 

Yemen 

An assailant possibly associated with the Abu Nidal organization murdered an Egyptian citizen in Sanaa. The victim, Muhammad 
Salah Sha'ban, was the Imam of al-Husayni Mosque in Sanaa. The motive for the murder of Sha'ban--reportedlya member of the 
Egyptian al-Gama'at-al-Islamiyya--is unclear.

24 July 

India 

A bomb exploded near the railroad tracks moments after the Shalimar Express passed by in Jammu and Kashmir, killing one 
soldier and injuring two civilians. Indian officials believe that Muslim militants are responsible.

25 July 

Yemen 

A Yemeni shot and killed three Catholic nuns, one Filipino, and two Indians in the Red Sea port city of Al Hudaydah. Press 
reports stated that the assailant considers himself a Muslim fundamentalist and that he trained in Bosnia as a fighter, but Yemeni 
officials described him as "deranged."

26 July 

India 

A bomb exploded on an empty bus parked at the interstate bus terminal in New Delhi, killing two persons and injuring at least 
eight others, according to police reports. The bomb destroyed the bus and caused major damage to six others.

28 July 

India 

According to police reports, suspected Muslim militants killed ten villagers in a predawn attack northwest of Doda, Kashmir. Five 



persons are reported missing. 

India 

In Doda, Kashmir, suspected Muslim militants killed at least eight members of two Hindu families and wounded three others. 
Eyewitnesses reported that the gunmen lined up the victims and shot them at point blank range.

1 August 

Northern Ireland 

A 500-pound car bomb exploded outside a shoe store in Banbridge, injuring 35 persons and damaging at least 200 homes. 
Authorities had received a warning telephone call and were evacuating the area when the bomb went off. The Real IRA, the 
Republic of Ireland-based military wing of the 32 County Sovereignty Council, claimed responsibility.

4 August 

India 

Suspected militants from the Harakat ul-Mujahidin (HUM) gunned down 19 persons near Surankot, Kashmir, according to the 
Indian Border Security Force and press reports. Two survivors traveled six hours on foot to report the attack to authorities. The 
victims were family members of a rival group that reportedly had been collaborating with Indian security forces. 

India 

Unidentified assailants with automatic rifles opened fire on a group of sleeping laborers at a remote construction site in Himachal 
Pradesh, killing 26 persons and wounding eight others. As the militants headed back to Kashmir they attacked a second group of 
workers, killing eight persons and wounding three others. Authorities suspect Pakistani-backed militants. 

India 

According to eyewitness reports, militants detonated a grenade in a crowded marketplace in Lal Chowk, Srinagar, Kashmir, 
injuring seven persons.

7 August 

Kenya 

A bomb exploded at the rear entrance of the US Embassy in Nairobi, killing 12 US citizens, 32 Foreign Service Nationals (FSNs), 
and 247 Kenyan citizens. Approximately 5,000 Kenyans, six US citizens, and 13 FSNs were injured. The US Embassy building 
sustained extensive structural damage. The US Government is holding terrorist financier Usama Bin Ladin responsible. 

Tanzania 

Almost simultaneously, a bomb detonated outside the US Embassy in Dar es Salaam, killing seven FSNs and three Tanzanian 
citizens, and injuring one US citizen and 76 Tanzanians. The explosion caused major structural damage to the US Embassy 
facility. The US Government holds Usama Bin Ladin responsible.

10 August 

India 

Unidentified assailants threw a grenade and fired automatic weapons into a crowded bus in Anantnag, Kashmir, killing four 
persons and injuring seven others, according to police reports. Authorities suspect Pakistani-backed separatists.

12 August 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Suspected former Rwandan soldiers abducted six tourists--one Canadian, two Swedes, and three New Zealanders--after the 
tourists crossed into the Congo from Uganda. Two of the New Zealanders escaped one week later, and the Canadian was released 
on 19 August with a statement from a previously unknown group called People in Action for the Liberation of Rwanda. The 
group claimed responsibility and stated that the remaining captives would be freed if a message from the group was read over 



BBC broadcasts in Africa. The remaining hostages reportedly were sighted in the forests in eastern Congo.

14 August 

Sri Lanka 

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) seized a Dubai-owned cargo ship and abducted 21 crew- members, including 17 
Indian nationals. The LTTE evacuated the crew before the Sri Lankan Air Force bombed and destroyed the ship, on the suspicion 
that the vessel was transporting supplies to the LTTE. The 17 Indian hostages were released to the International Committee of the 
Red Cross on 19 August. The LTTE continues to hold four Sri Lankans hostage.

15 August 

Northern Ireland 

A 500-pound car bomb exploded outside a local courthouse in Omag's central shopping district, killing 29 persons and injuring 
more than 330. Authorities were in the process of clearing the shopping area around the courthouse when the bomb exploded. On 
17 August authorities arrested five local men suspected of involvement in the bombing. The Real IRA claimed responsibility.

25 August 

India 

Separatist guerrillas threw a grenade at a vehicle carrying security personnel in Srinagar. According to police, the grenade missed 
its target and exploded in the crowded street, injuring 12 persons. 

India 

Police reported that unidentified militants threw a grenade in downtown Srinagar, killing one civilian and injuring 11 others. 

South Africa 

A bomb exploded in the Planet Hollywood restaurant in Capetown, killing one person and injuring at least 24 others--including 
nine British citizens--and causing major damage. The Muslims Against Global Oppression (MAGO) claimed responsibility in a 
phone call to a local radio station, stating that the bomb was in retaliation for the US missile attacks on terrorist facilities in Sudan 
and Afghanistan. Police believe that People Against Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) are responsible.

29 August 

Belgium 

Arsonists firebombed a McDonald's restaurant in Puurs, destroying the restaurant and causing up to $1.4 million in damage. The 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) claimed responsibility for the attack.

2 September 

India 

Police reported that Muslim militants detonated a landmine under a bus carrying troops from Jammu to Punch, killing the civilian 
driver and seriously injuring 15 soldiers.

8 September 

Philippines 

Approximately 30 suspected Muslim militants armed with rifles and grenade launchers abducted an Italian priest and 12 Filipinos 
from a cooperative store in the parish church. The Filipino hostages were released the next day, but the priest still is being held. 
No ransom has been demanded. Police suspect either the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) or the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF).

9 September 

Philippines 



Suspected ASG members kidnapped three Hong Kong businessmen in Mindanao. The victims are employed by the Jackaphil 
Company. No ransom demand has been made. On 23 December the three kidnapped victims were released unharmed.

21 September 

Georgia 

Unidentified assailants opened fire on a bus in Sukhumi, wounding three UN military observers and one other UN mission 
employee, according to UN officials. The injured include two Bangladeshis and one Nigerian.

22 September 

Colombia 

Suspected FARC members kidnapped a Japanese businessman from his farm in Bogota. 

India 

Police and doctors reported that unidentified gunmen shot and wounded a French tourist near the Jama Masjid mosque in 
Srinagar. Witnesses said that two assailants fired at the victim. Muslim guerrillas are suspected.

29 September 

Ecuador 

A bomb exploded at the Ecuadorian Bishops' Conference, injuring one Spanish missionary and causing major damage. The 
explosion released leaflets calling for improved cost of living and utility services. Police believe the bombing is linked to a 
national strike protesting the economic package implemented by the Ecuadorian President.

3 October 

Russia 

On 3 October 1998 in Groznyy, Chechnya, 20 unidentified armed assailants kidnapped three Britons and one New Zealander. On 
8 December partial remains of the hostages were discovered on a roadside.

5 October 

Ecuador 

Three employees of the Santa Fe Oil Company, two US citizens and one Ecuadorian, were kidnapped, according to local press 
accounts. One US citizen escaped the next day.

6 October 

India 

According to police reports, suspected Muslim militants threw a bomb at a vehicle carrying a prominent former militant in Tral, 
Kashmir, killing him and 10 others.

8 October 

India 

According to police officials, Muslim militants threw a grenade at a police post in Srinagar, Kashmir, injuring five civilians, four 
police officers and four soldiers. 

India 

Police reported that Muslim militants detonated a bomb near the state secretariat building in Srinagar, Kashmir, injuring 13 
persons and causing minor damage.



9 October 

Pakistan 

Police reported that unidentified assailants opened fire on the Iranian Cultural Center in Multan, killing one Pakistani security 
guard and wounding another.

12 October 

Colombia 

People's Liberation Army (EPL) rebels kidnapped 20 persons, including four foreigners at a road block on the Northeastern 
Highway. The rebels burned three cars and released two hostages to report the situation to the media.

18 October 

Colombia 

A bomb exploded on the Ocensa pipeline in Antioquia Department, killing approximately 71 persons and injuring at least 100 
others. The explosion caused major damage when the spilled oil caught fire and burned nearby houses in the town of Machuca. 
The pipeline is jointly owned by the Colombia State Oil Company Ecopetrol and a consortium including US, French, British, and 
Canadian companies. On 19 October the ELN claimed responsibility.

26 October 

Colombia 

Guerrillas abducted a Danish engineer and two Colombians at a roadblock in San Juan. Local authorities suspect the FARC or 
ELN is responsible. (On 21 January 1999 in Carmen de Bolivar EPL rebels freed the Danish hostage. There have been no reports 
on the two Colombians.)

28 October 

Yemen 

Armed tribesmen in the Mahfad region kidnapped two Belgian citizens, demanding the release of a tribesman sentenced to death 
by a Yemeni court. On 29 October tribesmen released the hostages.

8 November 

Angola 

In Lunde Norte Province at least 50 armed assailants attacked a Canadian-owned diamond mine, killing one Portuguese national, 
two Britons, three Angolans, and wounding 18 others. The assailants also took four workers hostage, including one South 
African, one Briton, and two Filipinos. Angolan officials blame the attack on UNITA. The secretary general of UNITA claimed 
responsibility for the attack but denied taking hostages.

14 November 

India 

In Budgam, near Srinagar, Kashmir, a police spokesman reported that militants threw a grenade near a telephone booth, seriously 
injuring one person. 

India 

Police reported an explosion at a taxi stand near Srinagar that injured four persons and damaged four vehicles.

15 November 

Colombia 

Armed assailants followed a US businessman and his family home in Cundinamarca Department and kidnapped his 11-year-old 



son after stealing money, jewelry, one automobile, and two cell phones. The kidnappers demanded $1 million in ransom. 

On 21 January 1999 the US Embassy reported that the kidnappers released the boy to his mother and uncle in Tolima 
Department. It is not known if any ransom was paid. The kidnappers claim to be members of the Leftist Revolutionary Armed 
Commandos for Peace in Colombia. 

Sierra Leone 

Sierra Leone authorities report that rebels led by Sierra Leone's ousted junta leader, Solomon Musa, kidnapped an Italian Catholic 
missionary from his residence. Musa leads a faction of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council. Musa demanded a satellite 
telephone, medical supplies, and radio contact with his wife for release of the priest. His wife, Tina Musa, was arrested in 
September and is being detained in Freetown.

17 November 

Greece 

According to press reports, a bomb exploded outside a Citibank branch in Athens, causing major damage. An unidentified 
telephone caller to a local newspaper claimed the attack was to protest against arrests made during a student march. 

India 

A bomb exploded near the Madana bridge in Surankot, Kashmir, killing four persons and injuring several others, according to 
press reporting. Muslim militants are suspected. 

India 

Press reported a bomb detonated near a crowded bus stand in Anantnag, killing three persons and wounding 38 others. 

India 

Police reported Muslim militants detonated a grenade in Anantnag, killing three persons and injuring 35 others.

24 November 

Yemen 

A car bomb exploded near the German Embassy in Sanaa, killing two persons and injuring several others, according to reports 
from German and Yemeni officials. The German Embassy confirmed that no Germans were killed or injured.

25 November 

India 

In Handwara, Kashmir, police reported that Muslim militants threw a grenade at a wedding party, injuring 11 persons.

27 November 

Uganda 

Ugandan officials state that 30 Lord's Resistance Army rebels attacked a World Food Program (WFP) convoy, killing seven 
persons and wounding 28 others. An eyewitness reported the rebels also abducted five persons believed to be WFP officials, and 
one other person.

3 December 

Colombia 

Guerrillas kidnapped one German citizen and two Colombians from a bus at a false roadblock in Cauca Department. The 
guerrillas set the bus on fire and dynamited a tollbooth after stealing the money. Authorities suspect the FARC or ELN is 
responsible. On 8 January the ELN released the German citizen unharmed.

6 December 



Yemen 

Local press reported that armed tribals kidnapped four German tourists in Sanaa, demanding $500,000 ransom and improvements 
to local health and educational facilities. On 30 December the guerrillas released the hostages.

7 December 

Italy 

During the week of 7 December the ALF sent panettone cakes laced with rat poison to two branches of the Italian news agency 
ANSA. Two Italian subsidiaries of Swiss Nestle were forced to halt production, costing the company $30 million. According to 
Italy's ALF founder, the poisoned cakes were sent to protest Nestle's genetic manipulation of food.

8 December 

Colombia 

A Spanish newspaper reported that FARC guerrillas kidnapped one Spanish citizen and three Colombians. No ransom demands 
have been made.

9 December 

India 

A bomb exploded in a shop in the Punch District of Kashmir, wounding the shopkeeper. Police suspect Muslim militants are 
responsible. 

India 

In Bandipura, Kashmir, local press reported that Muslim militants threw a grenade at a group near a bus station, killing three 
persons and injuring 20 others. 

Yemen 

In Sanaa, Yemeni passengers on a chartered Egyptian airliner demanded to be flown to Libya. The Egyptian pilot landed the 
plane in Tunisia and told the 150 passengers he could not fly the plane to Libya due to the UN sanctions. The plane and 
passengers remained on the ground for 15 hours before returning to Yemen.

23 December 

India 

Muslim militants forced their way into three homes in three separate villages in Kulham District, Kashmir, killing nine persons, 
according to police reports. The victims were all close relatives of former militants who now support the pro-Indian government 
militia. Kashmir authorities blame the attacks on the Hizbul Mujahidin.

26 December 

Angola 

United Nations officials report that a transport plane carrying 10 UN officials and four crew members was shot down over an area 
of intense fighting between UNITA rebels and government troops. National Radio Services state that UNITA shot down the 
plane. A UN rescue team arrived at the crash site on 8 January 1999, reporting that no one survived the crash and that the bodies 
of all 14 persons aboard the plane were accounted for.

28 December 

Yemen 

Armed militants kidnapped a group of tourists traveling on the main road from Habban to Aden. The victims included two US 
citizens, twelve Britons, and two Australians. On 29 December Yemeni security forces undertook a rescue attempt, during which 
three Britons and one Australian were killed, and one US citizen was injured seriously. Yemeni officials reported that the 



kidnappers belong to the Islamic Jihad, but the investigation is ongoing.

[end of text] 
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The following list of terrorist groups is not exhaustive. It focuses on the groups that were designated foreign terrorist organizations on 8 October 
1997 pursuant to the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 (denoted by an asterisk) but also includes other major groups that 
were active in 1998. Terrorist groups whose activities were limited in scope in 1998 are not included. 

Abu Nidal organization (ANO)* a.k.a. Fatah Revolutionary Council, Arab Revolutionary Council, Arab Revolutionary Brigades, 
Black September, and Revolutionary Organization of Socialist Muslims 

Description

International terrorist organization led by Sabri al-Banna. Split from PLO in 1974. Made up of various functional committees, 
including political, military, and financial.

Activities

Has carried out terrorist attacks in 20 countries, killing or injuring almost 900 persons. Targets include the United States, the 
United Kingdom, France, Israel, moderate Palestinians, the PLO, and various Arab countries. Major attacks included the Rome 
and Vienna airports in December 1985, the Neve Shalom synagogue in Istanbul and the Pan Am Flight 73 hijacking in Karachi in 
September 1986, and the City of Poros day-excursion ship attack in July 1988 in Greece. Suspected of assassinating PLO deputy 
chief Abu Iyad and PLO security chief Abu Hul in Tunis in January 1991. ANO assassinated a Jordanian diplomat in Lebanon in 
January 1994 and has been linked to the killing of the PLO representative there. Has not attacked Western targets since the late 
1980s.

Strength

Several hundred plus militia in Lebanon and limited overseas support structure.

Location/Area of Operation

Al-Banna may have relocated to Iraq in December 1998, where the group maintains a presence. Has an operational presence in 
Lebanon in the Bekaa Valley and several Palestinian refugee camps in coastal areas of Lebanon. Also has a presence in Sudan 
and Syria, among others. Has demonstrated ability to operate over wide area, including the Middle East, Asia, and Europe.

External Aid

Has received considerable support, including safehaven, training, logistic assistance, and financial aid from Iraq, Libya, and Syria 
(until 1987), in addition to close support for selected operations.

Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)* 

http://www.state.gov/
http://state.gov/documents/ContactUs.cfm
http://state.gov/documents/ContactUs.cfm


Description

Smallest and most radical of the Islamic separatist groups operating in the southern Philippines. Split from the Moro National 
Liberation Front in 1991 under the leadership of Abdurajik Abubakar Janjalani, who was killed in a clash with Philippine police 
on 18 December 1998. Some members have studied or worked in the Middle East and developed ties to Arab mujahidin while 
fighting and training in Afghanistan.

Activities

Uses bombs, assassinations, kidnappings, and extortion payments to promote an independent Islamic state in western Mindanao 
and the Sulu Archipelago, areas in the southern Philippines heavily populated by Muslims. Raided the town of Ipil in Mindanao 
in April 1995, the group's first large-scale action. Suspected of several small-scale bombings and kidnappings in 1998.

Strength

Unknown, but believed to have about 200 members.

Location/Area of Operation

The ASG operates in the southern Philippines and occasionally in Manila.

External Aid

Probably receives support from Islamic extremists in the Middle East and South Asia.

al-Jihad (see under J) 

Alex Boncayao Brigade (ABB) 

Description

The ABB, the urban hit squad of the Communist Party of the Philippines, was formed in the mid-1980s.

Activities

Responsible for more than 100 murders and believed to have been involved in the 1989 murder of US Army Col. James Rowe in 
the Philippines. Although reportedly decimated by a series of arrests in late 1995, the murder in June 1996 of a former high-
ranking Philippine official, claimed by the group, demonstrates that it still maintains terrorist capabilities. In March 1997 the 
group announced that it had formed an alliance with another armed group, the Revolutionary Proletarian Army.

Strength

Approximately 500.

Location/Area of Operation

Operates exclusively in Manila.

External Aid

Unknown.

Armed Islamic Group (GIA)* 

Description

An Islamic extremist group, the GIA aims to overthrow the secular Algerian regime and replace it with an Islamic state. The GIA 
began its violent activities in early 1992 after Algiers voided the victory of the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS)--the largest Islamic 
party--in the first round of legislative elections in December 1991.

Activities



Frequent attacks against civilians, journalists, and foreign residents. In the last several years the GIA has conducted a terrorist 
campaign of civilian massacres, sometimes wiping out entire villages in its area of operations and frequently killing hundreds of 
civilians. Since announcing its terrorist campaign against foreigners living in Algeria in September 1993, the GIA has killed more 
than 100 expatriate men and women--mostly Europeans--in the country. Uses assassinations and bombings, including car bombs, 
and it is known to favor kidnapping victims and slitting their throats. The GIA hijacked an Air France flight to Algiers in 
December 1994, and suspicions centered on the group for a series of bombings in France in 1995.

Strength

Unknown, probably several hundred to several thousand.

Location/Area of Operation

Algeria.

External Aid

Algerian expatriates and GIA members abroad, many of whom reside in Western Europe, provide some financial and logistic 
support. In addition, the Algerian Government has accused Iran and Sudan of supporting Algerian extremists and severed 
diplomatic relations with Iran in March 1993.

Aum Supreme Truth (Aum)* a.k.a. Aum Shinrikyo 

Description

A cult established in 1987 by Shoko Asahara, Aum aims to take over Japan and then the world. Its organizational structure 
mimicks that of a nation-state, with "finance," "construction," and "science and technology" ministries. Approved as a religious 
entity in 1989 under Japanese law, the group ran candidates in a Japanese parliamentary election in 1990. Over time, the cult 
began to emphasize the imminence of the end of the world and stated that the United States would initiate"Armageddon" by 
starting World War III with Japan. The Japanese Government revoked its recognition of Aum as a religious organization in 
October 1995, but in 1997 a government panel decided not to invoke the Anti-Subversive Law against the group, which would 
have outlawed the cult.

Activities

On 20 March 1995 Aum members simultaneously released sarin nerve gas on several Tokyo subway trains, killing 12 persons 
and injuring up to 6,000. The group was responsible for other mysterious chemical incidents in Japan in 1994. Its efforts to 
conduct attacks using biological agents have been unsuccessful. Japanese police arrested Asahara in May 1995, and he remained 
on trial facing seventeen counts of murder at the end of 1998. In 1997 and 1998 the cult resumed its recruiting activities in Japan 
and opened several commercial businesses. Maintains an Internet homepage that indicates Armageddon and anti-US sentiment 
remain a part of the cult's world view.

Strength

At the time of the Tokyo subway attack, the group claimed to have 9,000 members in Japan and up to 40,000 worldwide. Its 
current strength is unknown.

Location/Area of Operation

Operates in Japan, but previously had a presence in Australia, Russia, Ukraine, Germany, Taiwan, Sri Lanka, the former 
Yugoslavia, and the United States.

External Aid

None.

Basque Fatherland and Liberty (ETA)* a.k.a Euzkadi Ta Askatasuna 

Description

Founded in 1959 with the aim of establishing an independent homeland based on Marxist principles in Spain's Basque region and 
the southwestern French provinces of Labourd, Basse-Navarra, and Soule.



Activities

Primarily bombings and assassinations of Spanish Government officials, especially security and military forces, politicians, and 
judicial figures. In response to French operations against the group, ETA also has targeted French interests. Finances its activities 
through kidnappings, robberies, and extortion. Has killed more than 800 persons since it began lethal attacks in the early 1960s; 
responsible for murdering 6 persons in 1998. ETA declared a "unilateral and indefinite" cease-fire on 17 September 1998.

Strength

Unknown; may have hundreds of members, plus supporters.

Location/Area of Operation

Operates primarily in the Basque autonomous regions of northern Spain and southwestern France, but also has bombed Spanish 
and French interests elsewhere.

External Aid

Has received training at various times in the past in Libya, Lebanon, and Nicaragua. Some ETA members allegedly have received 
sanctuary in Cuba. Also appears to have ties to the Irish Republican Army through the two groups' legal political wings.

Continuity Irish Republican Army (CIRA) a.k.a. Continuity Army Council 

Description

Radical terrorist group formed in 1994 as the clandestine armed wing of Republican Sinn Fein, a political organization dedicated 
to the reunification of Ireland. Established to carry on the republican armed struggle after the Irish Republican Army announced a 
cease-fire in September 1994.

Activities

Bombings, assassinations, kidnappings, extortion, and robberies. Targets include British military and Northern Irish security 
targets and Northern Irish Loyalist paramilitary groups. Also has launched bomb attacks against predominantly Protestant towns 
in Northern Ireland. Does not have an established presence or capability to launch attacks on the UK mainland.

Strength

Fewer than 50 activists. The group probably receives limited support from IRA hardliners, who are dissatisfied with the IRA 
cease-fire, and other republican sympathizers.

Location/Area of Operation

Northern Ireland, Ireland.

External Aid

Suspected of receiving funds and arms from sympathizers in the United States.

Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP)* 

Description

Marxist-Leninist organization founded in 1969 when it split from the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 
Believes Palestinian national goals can be achieved only through revolution of the masses. In early 1980s occupied political 
stance midway between Arafat and the rejectionists. Split into two factions in 1991; Nayif Hawatmah leads the majority and more 
hardline faction, which continues to dominate the group. Joined with other rejectionist groups to form the Alliance of Palestinian 
Forces (APF) to oppose the Declaration of Principals signed in 1993. Broke from the APF--along with the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP)--over ideological differences. Has made limited moves toward merging with the PFLP since the 
mid-1990s.

Activities



In the 1970s conducted numerous small bombings and minor assaults and some more spectacular operations in Israel and the 
occupied territories, concentrating on Israeli targets. Involved only in border raids since 1988, but continues to oppose the Israel-
PLO peace agreement.

Strength

Estimated at 500 (total for both factions).

Location/Area of Operation

Syria, Lebanon, and the Israeli-occupied territories; terrorist attacks have taken place entirely in Israel and the occupied 
territories. Conducts occasional guerrilla operations in southern Lebanon.

External Aid

Receives limited financial and military aid from Syria.

Devrimci Sol (Revolutionary Left) a.k.a. Dev Sol (see Revolutionary People's Liberation Party/Front, DHKP/C) 
ELA (see Revolutionary People's Struggle) 
ELN (see National Liberation Army) 
ETA (see Basque Fatherland and Liberty) 
FARC (see Revolutionary Armed forces of Colombia) 
FPMR (see Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front) 
al-Gama'at al-Islamiyya (Islamic Group, IG) * 

Description

Egypt's largest militant group, active since the late 1970s; appears to be loosely organized. Has an external wing with a 
worldwide presence. Signed Usama Bin Ladin's fatwa in February 1998 calling for attacks against US civilians but publicly has 
denied that it supports Bin Ladin. Shaykh Umar Abd al-Rahman is al-Gama'at's preeminent spiritual leader, and the group 
publicly has threatened to retaliate against US interests for his incarceration. Primary goal is to overthrow the Egyptian 
Government and replace it with an Islamic state.

Activities

Armed attacks against Egyptian security and other government officials, Coptic Christians, and Egyptian opponents of Islamic 
extremism. Al-Gama'at has launched attacks on tourists in Egypt since 1992, most notably the attack in November 1997 at Luxor 
that killed 58 foreign tourists. Also claimed responsibility for the attempt in June 1995 to assassinate Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Strength

Unknown, but probably several thousand hardcore members and another several thousand sympathizers.

Location/Area of Operation

Operates mainly in the Al Minya, Asyu't, Qina, and Soha Governorates of southern Egypt. Also appears to have support in Cairo, 
Alexandria, and other urban locations, particularly among unemployed graduates and students. Has a worldwide presence, 
including in the United Kingdom, Afghanistan, and Austria.

External Aid

Unknown. The Egyptian Government believes that Iranian, Sudanese, and Afghan militant groups support the IG.

HAMAS (Islamic Resistance Movement)* 

Description

Formed in late 1987 as an outgrowth of the Palestinian branch of the Muslim Brotherhood. Various HAMAS elements have used 
both political and violent means, including terrorism, to pursue the goal of establishing an Islamic Palestinian state in place of 
Israel. Loosely structured, with some elements working clandestinely and others working openly through mosques and social 
service institutions to recruit members, raise money, organize activities, and distribute propaganda. HAMAS's strength is 
concentrated in the Gaza Strip and a few areas of the West Bank. Also has engaged in peaceful political activity, such as running 



candidates in West Bank Chamber of Commerce elections.

Activities

HAMAS activists, especially those in the Izz el-Din al-Qassam Brigades, have conducted many attacks--including large-scale 
suicide bombings--against Israeli civilian and military targets, suspected Palestinian collaborators, and Fatah rivals.

Strength

Unknown number of hardcore members; tens of thousands of supporters and sympathizers.

Location/Area of Operation

Primarily the occupied territories, Israel, and Jordan.

External Aid

Receives funding from Palestinian expatriates, Iran, and private benefactors in Saudi Arabia and other moderate Arab states. 
Some fundraising and propaganda activity take place in Western Europe and North America.

Harakat ul-Mujahidin (HUM) 

Description

Formerly the Harakat ul-Ansar, which was designated a foreign terrorist organization in October 1997. HUM is an Islamic 
militant group based in Pakistan that operates primarily in Kashmir. Leader Fazlur Rehman Khalil has been linked to Bin Ladin 
and signed his fatwa in February 1998 calling for attacks on US and Western interests. Operates terrorist training camps in eastern 
Afghanistan and suffered casualties in the US missile strikes on Bin Ladin-associated training camps in Khowst in August 1998. 
Fazlur Rehman Khalil subsequently said that HUM would take revenge on the United States.

Activities

Has conducted a number of operations against Indian troops and civilian targets in Kashmir. Linked to the Kashmiri militant 
group al-Faran that kidnapped five Western tourists in Kashmir in July 1995; one was killed in August 1995, and the other four 
reportedly were killed in December of the same year.

Strength

Has several thousand armed supporters located in Azad Kashmir, Pakistan, and India's southern Kashmir and Doda regions. 
Supporters are mostly Pakistanis and Kashmiris, and also include Afghans and Arab veterans of the Afghan war. Uses light and 
heavy machineguns, assault rifles, mortars, explosives, and rockets.

Location/Area of Operation

Based in Muzaffarabad, Pakistan, but members conduct insurgent and terrorist activities primarily in Kashmir. The HUM trains 
its militants in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

External Aid

Collects donations from Saudi Arabia and other Gulf and Islamic states and from Pakistanis and Kashmiris. The source and 
amount of HUA's military funding are unknown.

Hizballah (Party of God)* a.k.a. Islamic Jihad, Revolutionary Justice Organization, Organization of the Oppressed on Earth, and 
Islamic Jihad for the Liberation of Palestine 

Description

Radical Shia group formed in Lebanon; dedicated to creation of Iranian-style Islamic republic in Lebanon and removal of all non-
Islamic influences from the area. Strongly anti-West and anti-Israel. Closely allied with, and often directed by, Iran but may have 
conducted operations that were not approved by Tehran.

Activities



Known or suspected to have been involved in numerous anti-US terrorist attacks, including the suicide truck bombing of the US 
Embassy and US Marine barracks in Beirut in October 1983 and the US Embassy annex in Beirut in September 1984. Elements 
of the group were responsible for the kidnapping and detention of US and other Western hostages in Lebanon. The group also 
attacked the Israeli Embassy in Argentina in 1992.

Strength

Several thousand.

Location/Area of Operation

Operates in the Bekaa Valley, the southern suburbs of Beirut, and southern Lebanon. Has established cells in Europe, Africa, 
South America, North America, and elsewhere.

External Aid

Receives substantial amounts of financial, training, weapons, explosives, political, diplomatic, and organizational aid from Iran 
and Syria.

Irish Republican Army (IRA) a.k.a. Provisional Irish, Republican Army (PIRA), the Provos 

Description

Radical terrorist group formed in 1969 as clandestine armed wing of Sinn Fein, a legal political movement dedicated to removing 
British forces from Northern Ireland and unifying Ireland. Has a Marxist orientation. Organized into small, tightly knit cells under 
the leadership of the Army Council.

Activities

Bombings, assassinations, kidnappings, extortion, and robberies. Before its cease-fire in 1994, targets included senior British 
Government officials, British military and Royal Ulster Constabulary targets in Northern Ireland, and a British military facility on 
the European Continent. The IRA has been observing a cease-fire since July 1997; the group's previous cease-fire was from 1 
September 1994 to February 1996.

Strength

Several hundred, plus several thousand sympathizers.

Local/Area of Operation

Northern Ireland, Ireland, Great Britain, and Europe.

External Aid

Has received aid from a vareity of groups and countries and considerable training and arms from Libya and, at one time, the PLO. 
Is suspected of receiving funds and arms from sympathizers in the United States. Similarities in operations suggest links to the 
ETA.

Islamic Resistance Movement (see HAMAS) 

Jamaat ul-Fuqra 

Description

Islamic sect that seeks to purify Islam through violence. Led by Pakistani cleric Shaykh Mubarik Ali Gilani, who established the 
organization in the early 1980s. Gilani now resides in Pakistan, but most cells are located in North America and the Caribbean. 
Members have purchased isolated rural compounds in North America to live communally, practice their faith, and insulate 
themselves from Western culture.

Activities

Fuqra members have attacked a variety of targets that they view as enemies of Islam, including Muslims they regards as heretics 



and Hindus. Attacks during the 1980s included assassinations and firebombings across the United States. Fuqra members in the 
United States have been convicted of criminal violations, including murder and fraud.

Strength

Unknown.

Location/Area of Operation

North America, Pakistan.

External Aid

None.

Japanese Red Army (JRA)* a.k.a. Anti-Imperialist International Brigade (AIIB) 

Description

An international terrorist group formed around 1970 after breaking away from Japanese Communist League-Red Army Faction. 
Led by Fusako Shigenobu, believed to be in Syrian-garrisoned area of Lebanon's Bekaa Valley. Stated goals are to overthrow 
Japanese Government and monarchy and help foment world revolution. Organization unclear but may control or at least have ties 
to Anti-Imperialist International Brigade (AIIB). Also may have links to Antiwar Democratic Front, an overt leftist political 
organization in Japan. Details released following arrest in November 1987 of leader Osamu Maruoka indicate that JRA may be 
organizing cells in Asian cities, such as Manila and Singapore. Has had close and longstanding relations with Palestinian terrorist 
groups--based and operating outside Japan--since its inception.

Activities

During the 1970s JRA conducted a series of attacks around the world, including the massacre in 1972 at Lod Airport in Israel, 
two Japanese airliner hijackings, and an attempted takeover of the US Embassy in Kuala Lumpur. In April 1988, JRA operative 
Yu Kikumura was arrested with explosives on the New Jersey Turnpike, apparently planning an attack to coincide with the 
bombing of a USO club in Naples and a suspected JRA operation that killed five, including a US servicewoman. Kikumura was 
convicted of these charges and is serving a lengthy prison sentence in the United States. In March 1995, Ekita Yukiko, a longtime 
JRA activist, was arrested in Romania and subsequently deported to Japan. Eight others have been arrested since 1996, but leader 
Shigenobu remains at large.

Strength

About eight hardcore members; undetermined number of sympathizers.

Location/Area of Operation

Location unknown, but possibly based in Syrian-controlled areas of Lebanon.

External Aid

Unknown.

al-Jihad* a.k.a. Jihad Group, Islamic Jihad, Vanguards of Conquest, Talaa' al-Fateh 

Description

Egyptian Islamic extremist group active since the late 1970s. Appears to be divided into two factions: one led by Ayman al-
Zawahiri--who currently is in Afghanistan and is a key leader in terrorist financier Usama Bin Ladin's new World Islamic Front--
and the Vanguards of Conquest (Talaa' al-Fateh) led by Ahmad Husayn Agiza. Abbud al-Zumar, leader of the original Jihad, is 
imprisoned in Egypt and recently joined the group's jailed spiritual leader, Shaykh Umar Abd al-Rahman, in a call for a "peaceful 
front." Primary goal is to overthrow the Egyptian Government and replace it with an Islamic state. Increasingly willing to target 
US interests in Egypt.

Activities



Specializes in armed attacks against high-level Egyptian Government officials. The original Jihad was responsible for the 
assassination in 1981 of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. Appears to concentrate on high-level, high-profile Egyptian 
Government officials, including cabinet ministers. Claimed responsibility for the attempted assassinations of Interior Minister 
Hassan al-Alfi in August 1993 and Prime Minister Atef Sedky in November 1993. Has not conducted an attack inside Egypt since 
1993 and never has targeted foreign tourists there. Has threatened to retaliate against the United States, however, for its 
incarceration of Shaykh Umar Abd al-Rahman and, more recently, for the arrests of its members in Albania, Azerbaijan, and the 
United Kingdom.

Strength

Not known, but probably several thousand hardcore members and another several thousand sympathizers among the various 
factions.

Location/Area of Operation

Operates in the Cairo area. Has a network outside Egypt, including Afghanistan, Pakistan, the United Kingdom, and Sudan.

External Aid

Not known. The Egyptian Government claims that Iran, Sudan, and militant Islamic groups in Afghanistan--including Usama Bin 
Ladin--support the Jihad factions. Also may obtain some funding through various Islamic nongovernmental organizations.

Kach* and Kahane Chai* 

Description

Stated goal is to restore the biblical state of Israel. Kach (founded by radical Israeli-American rabbi Meir Kahane) and its offshoot 
Kahane Chai, which means "Kahane Lives," (founded by Meir Kahane's son Binyamin following his father's assassination in the 
United States) were declared to be terrorist organizations in March 1994 by the Israeli Cabinet under the 1948 Terrorism Law. 
This followed the groups' statements in support of Dr. Baruch Goldstein's attack in February 1994 on the al-Ibrahimi Mosque--
Goldstein was affiliated with Kach--and their verbal attacks on the Israeli Government.

Activities

Organize protests against the Israeli Government. Harass and threaten Palestinians in Hebron and the West Bank. Have threatened 
to attack Arabs, Palestinians, and Israeli Government officials. Claimed responsibility for several shootings of West Bank 
Palestinians that killed four persons and wounded two in 1993.

Strength

Unknown.

Location/Area of Operation

Israel and West Bank settlements, particularly Qiryat Arba' in Hebron.

External Aid

Receives support from sympathizers in the United States and Europe.

Khmer Rouge (see The Party of Democratic Kampuchea) 

Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK)* 

Description

Established in 1974 as a Marxist-Leninist insurgent group primarily composed of Turkish Kurds. In recent years has moved 
beyond rural-based insurgent activities to include urban terrorism. Seeks to establish an independent Kurdish state in southeastern 
Turkey, where the population is predominantly Kurdish.

Activities



Primary targets are Turkish Government security forces in Turkey but also has been active in Western Europe against Turkish 
targets. Conducted attacks on Turkish diplomatic and commercial facilities in dozens of West European cities in 1993 and again 
in spring 1995. In an attempt to damage Turkey's tourist industry, the PKK has bombed tourist sites and hotels and kidnapped 
foreign tourists.

Strength

Approximately 10,000 to 15,000. Has thousands of sympathizers in Turkey and Europe.

Location/Area of Operation

Operates in Turkey, Europe, the Middle East, and Asia.

External Aid

Has received safehaven and modest aid from Syria, Iraq, and Iran. The Syrian Government claims to have expelled the PKK from 
its territory in October 1998.

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)* Known front organizations: World Tamil Association (WTA), World Tamil 
Movement (WTM), the Federation of Associations of Canadian Tamils (FACT), the Ellalan Force, the Sangillan Force. 

Description

The most powerful Tamil group in Sri Lanka, founded in 1976. Uses overt and illegal methods to raise funds, acquire weapons, 
and publicize its cause of establishing an independent Tamil state. Began its armed conflict with the Sri Lankan Government in 
1983 and relies on a guerrilla strategy that includes the use of terrorist tactics.

Activities

Has integrated a battlefield insurgent strategy with a terrorist program that targets not only key government personnel in the 
countryside but also senior Sri Lankan political and military leaders in Colombo. LTTE political assassinations and bombings 
have become commonplace, including suicide attacks against Sri Lankan President Ranasinghe Premadasa in 1993 and Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1991. Has refrained from targeting Western tourists out of fear that foreign governments would 
crack down on Tamil expatriates involved in fundraising activities abroad. Prefers to attack vulnerable government facilities and 
withdraw before reinforcements arrive.

Strength

Approximately 10,000 armed combatants in Sri Lanka; about 3,000 to 6,000 form a trained cadre of fighters. The LTTE also has 
a significant overseas support structure for fundraising, weapons procurement, and propaganda activities.

Location/Area of Operation

Controls most of the northern and eastern coastal areas of Sri Lanka and has conducted operations throughout the island. 
Headquartered in the Jaffna peninsula, LTTE leader Velupillai Prabhakaran has established an extensive network of checkpoints 
and informants to keep track of any outsiders who enter the group's area of control.

External Aid

The LTTE's overt organizations support Tamil separatism by lobbying foreign governments and the United Nations. Also uses its 
international contacts to procure weapons, communications, and bombmaking equipment. Exploits large Tamil communities in 
North America, Europe, and Asia to obtain funds and supplies for its fighters in Sri Lanka. Some Tamil communities in Europe 
also are involved in narcotics smuggling.

Loyalist Volunteer Force (LVF) 

Description

Extremist terrorist group formed in 1996 as a splinter of the mainstream loyalist Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF). Seeks to subvert a 
political settlement with Irish nationalists in Northern Ireland by attacking Catholic politicians, civilians, and Protestant 
politicians who endorse the Northern Ireland peace process. Composed of hardliners formerly associated with the UVF. Mark 
"Swinger" Fulton now leads the LVF following the assassination in December 1997 of LVF founder Billy"King Rat" Wright. 
Announced a unilateral cease-fire on 15 May and, in a move unprecedented among Ulster terrorist groups, decommissioned a 



small but significant amount of weapons on 18 December 1998.

Activities

Bombings, kidnappings, and close-quarter shooting attacks. LVF bombs often have contained Powergel commercial explosives, 
typical of many loyalist groups. LVF attacks have been particularly vicious: LVF terrorists killed an 18-year old Catholic girl in 
July 1997 because she had a Protestant boyfriend. Murdered numerous Catholic civilians with no political or terrorist affiliations 
following Billy Wright's assassination. Also has conducted successful attacks against Irish targets in Irish border towns.

Strength

British press speculates about 500 activists.

Location/Area of Operation

Northern Ireland, Ireland

External Aid

None.

Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front (FPMR)* 

Description

Founded in 1983 as the armed wing of the Chilean Communist Party and named for the hero of Chile's war of independence 
against Spain. Splintered into two factions in the late 1980s, and one faction became a political party in 1991. The dissident wing 
FPMR/D is Chile's only remaining active terrorist group.

Activities

FPMR/D attacks civilians and international targets, including US businesses and Mormon churches. In 1993, FPMR/D bombed 
two McDonald's restaurants and attempted to bomb a Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurant. Successful government counterterrorist 
operations have undercut the organization significantly. Four FPMR/D members escaped from prison using a helicopter in 
December 1996. One of them, Patricio Ortiz Montenegro, fled to Switzerland where he requested political asylum. Chile 
requested Ortiz's extradition, but the Swiss Government--fearing Chile would not safeguard Ortiz's physical and psychological 
well-being--denied the request. Chilean authorities continued to pursue the whereabouts of the three others who escaped with 
Ortiz.

Strength

Now believed to have between 50 and 100 members.

Location/Area of Operation

Chile.

External Aid

None.

Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization (MEK or MKO)* a.k.a. The National Liberation Army of Iran (NLA, the militant wing of 
the MEK), the People's Mujahidin of Iran (PMOI), National Council of Resistance (NCR), Muslim Iranian Student's Society (front organization 
used to garner financial support) 

Description

Formed in the 1960s by the college-educated children of Iranian merchants, the MEK sought to counter what it perceived as 
excessive Western influence in the Shah's regime. Following a philosophy that mixes Marxism and Islam, has developed into the 
largest and most active armed Iranian dissident group. Its history is studded with anti-Western activity, and, most recently, attacks 
on the interests of the clerical regime in Iran and abroad.



Activities

Worldwide campaign against the Iranian Government stresses propaganda and occasionally uses terrorist violence. During the 
1970s the MEK staged terrorist attacks inside Iran and killed several US military personnel and civilians working on defense 
projects in Tehran. Supported the takeover in 1979 of the US Embassy in Tehran. In April 1992 conducted attacks on Iranian 
embassies in 13 different countries, demonstrating the group's ability to mount large-scale operations overseas. Recent attacks in 
Iran include three explosions in Tehran in June 1998 that killed three persons and the assassination of Asadollah Lajevardi, the 
former director of the Evin Prison.

Strength

Several thousand fighters based in Iraq with an extensive overseas support structure. Most of the fighters are organized in the 
MEK's National Liberation Army (NLA).

Location/Area of Operation

In the 1980s the MEK's leaders were forced by Iranian security forces to flee to France. Most resettled in Iraq by 1987. In the mid-
1980s did not mount terrorist operations in Iran at a level similar to its activities in the 1970s. In recent years has claimed credit 
for a number of operations in Iran.

External Aid

Beyond support from Iraq, the MEK uses front organizations to solicit contributions from expatriate Iranian communities.

MRTA (see Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement) 

National Liberation Army (ELN)--Colombia* 

Description

Pro-Cuban, anti-US guerrilla group formed in January 1965. Primarily rural based, although has several urban fronts, particularly 
in the Magdalena Medio region. Entered peace talks with Colombian Civil Society in mid-1998 and was preparing to participate 
in a national convention in early 1999.

Activities

Conducted weekly assaults on oil infrastructure (typically pipeline bombings) and has inflicted massive oil spills. Extortion and 
bombings against US and other foreign businesses, especially the petroleum industry. Annually conducts several hundred 
kidnappings for profit, including foreign employees of large corporations. Forces coca and opium poppy cultivators to pay 
protection money and attacks government efforts to eradicate these crops.

Strength

Approximately 3,000-5,000 armed combatants and an unknown number of active supporters.

Location/Area of Operation

Colombia, border regions of Venezuela.

External Aid

None.

New People's Army (NPA) 

Description

The guerrilla arm of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), NPA is an avowedly Maoist group formed in December 1969 
with the aim of overthrowing the government through protracted guerrilla warfare. Although primarily a rural-based guerrilla 
group, the NPA has an active urban infrastructure to conduct terrorism and uses city-based assassination squads called sparrow 
units. Derives most of its funding from contributions of supporters and so-called revolutionary taxes extorted from local 
businesses.



Activities

Has suffered setbacks since the late 1980s because of splits within the CPP, lack of money, and successful government 
operations. The NPA primarily targets Philippine security forces, corrupt politicians, and drug traffickers. Opposes any US 
military presence in the Philippines and attacked US military interests before the US base closures in 1992.

Strength

Estimated between 6,000 to 8,000.

Location/Area of Operations

Operates in rural Luzon, Visayas, and parts of Mindanao. Has cells in Manila and other metropolitan centers.

External Aid

Unknown.

The Palestine Islamic Jihad (PIJ)* 

Description

Originated among militant Palestinians in the Gaza Strip during the 1970s; a series of loosely affiliated factions rather than a 
cohesive group. Committed to the creation of an Islamic Palestinian state and the destruction of Israel through holy war. Because 
of its strong support for Israel, the United States has been identified as an enemy of the PIJ. Also opposes moderate Arab 
governments that it believes have been tainted by Western secularism.

Activities

Has threatened to retaliate against Israel and the United States for the murder of PIJ leader Fathi Shaqaqi in Malta in October 
1995. Conducted suicide bombings against Israeli targets in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, and Israel. Has threatened to attack US 
interests in Jordan.

Strength

Unknown.

Location/Area of Operation

Primarily Israel and the occupied territories and other parts of the Middle East, including Jordan and Lebanon. The largest faction 
is based in Syria.

External Aid

Receives financial assistance from Iran and limited assistance from Syria.

Palestine Liberation Front (PLF)* 

Description

Broke away from the PFLP-GC in mid-1970s. Later split again into pro-PLO, pro-Syrian, and pro-Libyan factions. Pro-PLO 
faction led by Muhammad Abbas (Abu Abbas), who became member of PLO Executive Committee in 1984 but left it in 1991.

Activities

The Abu Abbas-led faction has conducted attacks against Israel. Abbas's group also was responsible for the attack in 1985 on the 
cruise ship Achille Lauro and the murder of US citizen Leon Klinghoffer. A warrant for Abu Abbas's arrest is outstanding in 
Italy.

Strength



At least 50.

Location/Area of Operation

PLO faction based in Tunisia until Achille Lauro attack. Now based in Iraq.

External Aid

Receives support mainly from Iraq. Has received support from Libya in the past.

The Party of Democratic Kampuchea (Khmer Rouge)* 

Description

Communist insurgency trying to overthrow the Cambodian Government. Under Pol Pot's leadership, conducted a campaign of 
genocide, killing more than 1 million persons during its four years in power in the late 1970s. Defections starting in 1996 and 
accelerating in spring 1998 appear to have shattered the Khmer Rouge as a military force, but hardline remnants still may pose a 
threat in remote areas.

Activities

Virtually has disintegrated as a viable insurgent organization because of defections, but hardline remnants continue low-level 
attacks against government troops in isolated areas. Some small groups may have turned to banditry. Also targets Cambodian and 
ethnic Vietnamese villagers and occasionally has kidnapped and killed foreigners traveling in remote rural areas.

Strength

Fewer than 500, possibly no more than 100.

Location/Area of Operation

The Khmer Rouge operates in outlying provinces in Cambodia, particularly in the northwest along the border with Thailand.

External Aid

The Khmer Rouge currently does not receive external assistance.

PKK (see Kurdistan Workers' Party) 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP)* 

Description

Marxist-Leninist group founded in 1967 by George Habash as a member of the PLO. Joined the Alliance of Palestinian Forces 
(APF) to oppose the Declaration of Principles signed in 1993 and has suspended participation in the PLO. Broke away from the 
APF, along with the DFLP, in 1996 over ideological differences. Has made limited moves toward merging with the DFLP since 
the mid-1990s.

Activities

Committed numerous international terrorist attacks during the 1970s. Since 1978 has conducted numerous attacks against Israeli 
or moderate Arab targets, including killing a settler and her son in December 1996.

Strength

Some 800.

Location/Area of Operation

Syria, Lebanon, Israel, and the occupied territories.

External Aid



Receives most of its financial and military assistance from Syria and Libya.

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-General Command (PFLP-GC)* 

Description

Split from the PFLP in 1968, claiming it wanted to focus more on fighting and less on politics. Violently opposed to Arafat's 
PLO. Led by Ahmad Jabril, a former captain in the Syrian Army. Closely tied to both Syria and Iran.

Activities

Has conducted numerous cross-border terrorist attacks into Israel using unusual means, such as hot-air balloons and motorized 
hang gliders.

Strength

Several hundred.

Location/Area of Operation

Headquartered in Damascus with bases in Lebanon and cells in Europe.

External Aid

Receives logistic and military support from Syria and financial support from Iran.

Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) (see Irish Republican Army) 

al-Qaida 

Description

Established by Usama Bin Ladin about 1990 to bring together Arabs who fought in Afghanistan against the Soviet invasion. 
Helped finance, recruit, transport, and train Sunni Islamic extremists for the Afghan resistance. Current goal is to "reestablish the 
Muslim State" throughout the world. Works with allied Islamic extremist groups to overthrow regimes it deems "non-Islamic" 
and remove Westerners from Muslim countries. Issued statement under banner of "The World Islamic Front for Jihad Against 
The Jews and Crusaders" in February 1998, saying it was the duty of all Muslims to kill US citizens, civilian or military, and their 
allies everywhere.

Activities

Conducted the bombings of the US Embassies in Nairobi, Kenya and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, on 7 August that killed at least 
301 persons and injured more than 5,000 others. Claims to have shot down US helicopters and killed US servicemen in Somalia 
in 1993 and to have conducted three bombings targeted against the US troop presence in Aden, Yemen in December 1992. 
Linked to plans for attempted terrorist operations, including the assassination of the Pope during his visit to Manila in late1994; 
simultaneous bombings of the US and Israeli Embassies in Manila and other Asian capitals in late 1994; the midair bombing of a 
dozen US trans-Pacific flights in 1995; and a plan to kill President Clinton during a visit to the Philippines in early 1995. 
Continues to train, finance, and provide logistic support to terrorist groups that support these goals.

Strength

May have from several hundred to several thousand members. Also serves as the core of a loose umbrella organization that 
includes many Sunni Islamic extremist groups, including factions of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad, the Gama'at al-Islamiyya, and the 
Harakat ul-Mujahidin.

Location/Area of Operation

The Embassy bombings in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam underscore al-Qaida's global reach. Bin Ladin and his key lieutenants 
reside in Afghanistan, and the group maintains terrorist training camps there.

External Aid



Bin Ladin, son of a billionaire Saudi family, is said to have inherited around $300 million that he uses to finance the group. Al-
Qaida also maintains money-making businesses, collects donations from like-minded supporters, and illicitly siphons funds from 
donations to Muslim charitable organizations.

Qibla and People Against Gangsterism and Drugs (PAGAD) 

Description

Qibla is a small radical Islamic group led by Achmad Cassiem, who was inspired by Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini. Cassiem founded 
Qibla in the 1980s, seeking to establish an Islamic state in South Africa. PAGAD began in 1996 as a community anticrime group 
fighting drug lords in Cape Town's Cape Flats section. PAGAD now shares Qibla's anti-Western stance as well as some members 
and leadership. Though distinct, the media often treat the two groups as one.

Activities

Qibla routinely protests US policies toward the Muslim world and uses radio station 786 to promote its message and mobilze 
Muslims. PAGAD is suspected of conducting 170 bombings and 18 other violent actions in 1998 alone. Qibla and PAGAD may 
have masterminded the bombing on 15 August of the Cape Town Planet Hollywood. Often use the front names Muslims Against 
Global Oppression (MAGO) and Muslims Against Illegitimate Leaders (MAIL) when anti-Western campaigns are launched.

Strength

Qibla is estimated at 250 members. Police estimate there are at least 50 gunmen in PAGAD, and the size of PAGAD-organized 
demonstrations suggests it has considerably more adherents than Qibla.

Location/Area of Operation

Operate mainly in the CapeTown area, South Africa's foremost tourist venue.

External Aid

Probably have ties to Islamic extremists in the Middle East.

Real IRA (RIRA) a.k.a True IRA 

Description

Formed in February-March 1998 as clandestine armed wing of the 32-County Sovereignty Movement, a "political pressure 
group" dedicated to removing British forces from Northern Ireland and unifying Ireland. The 32-County Sovereignty Movement 
opposed Sinn Fein's adoption in September 1997 of the Mitchell principles of democracy and nonviolence and opposed the 
amendment in May 1998 of Articles 2 and 3 of the Irish Constitution, which lay claim to Northern Ireland. Former IRA 
"quartermaster general" Mickey McKevitt leads the group; Bernadette Sands-McKevitt, his common-law wife, is the vice-chair of 
the 32-County Sovereignty Movement.

Activities

Bombings, assassinations, and robberies. Most Real IRA activists are former IRA members; the group has inherited a wealth of 
experience in terrorist tactics and bombmaking. Targets include British military and police in Northern Ireland and Northern Irish 
Protestant communities. Claimed responsibility for the car bomb attack in Omagh, Northern Ireland on 15 August, which killed 
29 and injured 220 persons. Announced a cease-fire after that bombing. Has attempted several unsuccessful bomb attacks on the 
UK mainland.

Strength

About 70, plus limited support from IRA hardliners dissatisfied with the current IRA cease-fire and other republican 
sympathizers.

Location/Area of Operation

Northern Ireland, Ireland, Great Britain.

External Aid



Suspected of receiving funds from sympathizers in the United States. Press reports claim Real IRA leaders also have sought 
support from Libya.

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC)* 

Description

The largest, best-trained, and best-equipped insurgent organization in Colombia. Established in 1964 as a rural-based, pro-Soviet 
guerrilla army. Organized along military lines and includes several urban fronts. Has been anti-United States since its inception. 
The FARC agreed in 1998 to enter into preliminary peace talks with the Colombian Government. The Pastrana administration 
demilitarized five large rural municipalities to meet FARC conditions for peace talks. (President Pastrana traveled to this area on 
7 January 1999 to inaugurate peace talks with guerrilla leaders, although the FARC's senior-most leader failed to attend.)

Activities

Armed attacks against Colombian political, economic, military, and police targets. Many members pursue criminal activities, 
carrying out hundreds of kidnappings for profit annually. Foreign citizens often are targets of FARC kidnappings. Group has well-
documented ties to narcotics traffickers, principally through the provision of armed protection for coca and poppy cultivation and 
narcotics production facilities, as well as through attacks on government narcotics eradication efforts. Also began in 1998 a 
bombing campaign against oil pipelines.

Strength

Approximately 8,000-12,000 armed combatants and an unknown number of supporters, mostly in rural areas.

Location/Area of Operation

Colombia, with occasional operations in border areas of Venezuela, Panama, Peru, Brazil, and Ecuador.

External Aid

None.

Revolutionary Organization 17 November (17 November)* 

Description

Radical leftist group established in 1975 and named for the student uprising in Greece in November 1973 that protested the 
military regime. Anti-Greek establishment, anti-US, anti-Turkey, anti-NATO, and committed to the ouster of US bases, removal 
of Turkish military presence from Cyprus, and severing of Greece's ties to NATO and the European Union (EU). Possibly 
affiliated with other Greek terrorist groups.

Activities

Initial attacks were assassinations of senior US officials and Greek public figures. Added bombings in 1980s. Since 1990 has 
expanded targets to include EU facilities and foreign firms investing in Greece and has added improvised rocket attacks to its 
methods.

Strength

Unknown, but presumed to be small.

Location/Area of Operation

Athens, Greece.

External Aid

Unknown.

Revolutionary People's Liberation Party/Front (DHKP/C)* a.k.a. Devrimci Sol (Revolutionary Left), Dev Sol 



Description

Originally formed in 1978 as Devrimci Sol, or Dev Sol, a splinter faction of the Turkish People's Liberation Party/Front. 
Renamed in 1994 after factional infighting, it espouses a Marxist ideology and is virulently anti-US and anti-NATO. Finances its 
activities chiefly through armed robberies and extortion.

Activities

Since the late 1980s has concentrated attacks against current and retired Turkish security and military officials. Began a new 
campaign against foreign interests in 1990. Assassinated two US military contractors and wounded a US Air Force officer to 
protest the Gulf war. Launched rockets at US Consulate in Istanbul in 1992. Assassinated prominent Turkish businessman in 
early 1996, its first significant terrorist act as DHKP/C.

Strength

Unknown.

Location/Area of Operation

Conducts attacks in Turkey--primarily in Istanbul--Ankara, Izmir, and Adana. Raises funds in Western Europe.

External Aid

Unknown.

Revolutionary People's Struggle (ELA)* 

Description

Extreme leftist group that developed from opposition to the military junta that ruled Greece from 1967 to 1974. Formed in 1971, 
ELA is a self-described revolutionary, anti-capitalist, and anti-imperialist group that has declared its opposition to "imperialist 
domination, exploitation, and oppression." Strongly anti-US and seeks the removal of US military forces from Greece.

Activities

Since 1974 has conducted bombings against Greek Government and economic targets as well as US military and business 
facilities. In 1986 stepped up attacks on Greek Government and commercial interests. Raid on a safehouse in 1990 revealed a 
weapons cache and direct contacts with other Greek terrorist groups, including 1 May and Revolutionary Solidarity. In 1991, 
ELA and 1 May claimed joint responsibility for over 20 bombings. Greek police believe they have established a link between the 
ELA and the Revolutionary Organization 17 November. Has not claimed responsibility for a terrorist attack since January 1995.

Strength

Unknown.

Location/Area of Operation

Greece.

External Aid

No known foreign sponsors.

Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path, SL)* 

Description

Larger of Peru's two insurgencies, SL is among the world's most ruthless guerrilla organizations. Formed in the late 1960s by then 
university professor Abimael Guzman. Stated goal is to destroy existing Peruvian institutions and replace them with peasant 
revolutionary regime. Also wants to rid Peru of foreign influences. Guzman's capture in September 1992 was a major blow, as 
were arrests of other SL leaders in 1995, defections, and Peruvian President Fujimori's amnesty program for repentant terrorists.



Activities

Has engaged in particularly brutal forms of terrorism, including the indiscriminate use of bombs. Conducted fewer attacks in 
1998, generally limited to rural areas. Almost every institution in Peru has been a target of SL violence. Has bombed diplomatic 
missions of several countries in Peru, including the US Embassy. Conducts bombing campaigns and selective assassinations. Has 
attacked US businesses since its inception. Involved in cocaine trade.

Strength

Approximately 1,500 to 2,500 armed militants; larger number of supporters, mostly in rural areas.

Location/Area of Operation

Rural based, with few violent attacks in the capital.

External Aid

None.

17 November (see Revolutionary Organization 17 November) 

Sikh Terrorism 

Description

Sikh terrorism is sponsored by expatriate and Indian Sikh groups who want to carve out an independent Sikh state called 
Khalistan (Land of the Pure) from Indian territory. Active groups include Babbar Khalsa, International Sikh Youth Federation, 
Dal Khalsa, Bhinderanwala Tiger Force. A previously unknown group, the Saheed Khalsa Force, claimed credit for the 
marketplace bombings in New Delhi in 1997.

Activities

Attacks in India are mounted against Indian officials and facilities, other Sikhs, and Hindus; they include assassinations, 
bombings, and kidnappings. Attacks have dropped markedly since 1992, as Indian security forces have killed or captured 
numerous senior Sikh militant leaders and have conducted successful army, paramilitary, and police operations. Many low-
intensity bombings that might be attributable to Sikh extremists now occur without claims of credit.

Strength

Unknown.

Location/Area of Operation

Northern India, western Europe, Southeast Asia, and North America.

External Aid

Militant cells are active internationally and extremists gather funds from overseas Sikh communities. Sikh expatriates have 
formed a variety of international organizations that lobby for the Sikh cause overseas. Most prominent are the World Sikh 
Organization and the International Sikh Youth Federation.

Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA)* 

Description

Traditional Marxist-Leninist revolutionary movement formed in 1983. Aims to rid Peru of imperialism and establish Marxist 
regime. Has suffered from defections and government counterterrorist successes in addition to infighting and loss of leftist 
support.

Activities

Bombings, kidnappings, ambushes, assassinations. Previously responsible for large number of anti-US attacks; recent activity has 



dropped off dramatically. Most members have been jailed. Nonetheless, in December 1996, 14 MRTA members overtook the 
Japanese Ambassador's residence in Lima during a diplomatic reception, capturing hundreds. Government forces stormed the 
residence in April, 1997 rescuing all but one of the remaining hostages. Has not conducted a significant terrorist operation since 
then.

Strength

Believed to have fewer than 100 remaining members.

Location/Area of Operation

Peru.

External Aid

None.

Al Ummah 

Description

Radical Indian Muslim group founded in 1992 by S.A. Basha.

Activities

Believed responsible for the Coimbatore bombings in Southern India in February 1998. Basha and 30 of his followers were 
arrested and await trial for those bombings.

Strength

Unknown. No estimate available.

Location

Southern India.

External Aid

Unknown.

Zviadists 

Description

Extremist supporters of deceased former Georgian President Zviad Gamsakhurdia. Following Gamsakhurdia's ouster in 1991, his 
supporters launched a revolt against his successor, Eduard Shevardnadze. Suppressed in late 1993, and Gamsakhurdia committed 
suicide in January 1994. Some Gamsakhurdia sympathizers have formed a weak legal opposition in Georgia, but others remain 
violently opposed to Shevardnadze's rule and seek to overthrow him. Some Gamsakhurdia government officials fled to Russia 
following Gamsakhurdia's ouster and now use Russia as a base of operations to bankroll anti-Shevardnadze activities.

Activities

Bombings and kidnappings. Attempted two assassinations against Shevardnadze in August 1995 and February 1998. Took UN 
personnel hostage following the February 1998 attempt, but released the hostages unharmed.

Strength

Unknown.

Location/Area of Operation

Georgia, especially Mingrelia, and Russia.



External Aid

May have received support and training in Chechen terrorist training camps. Chechen mercenaries participated in the 
assassination attempt against Shevardnadze in February 1998.
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Patterns of Global Terrorism: 1998 

Extraditions and Renditions
Of Terrorists to the U.S.
1993-1998

 

Date Name Extradition or Rendition From

March 1993 Mahmoud Abu Halima 
(February 1993 World Trade Center bombing)

Extradition a

July 1993 Mohammed Ali Rezaq 
(November 1985 hijacking of Egyptair 648)

Rendition Nigeria

February 1995 Ramzi Ahmed Yousef 
(January 1995 Far East bomb plot, February 1993 World Trade Center 
bombing)

Extradition Pakistan

April 1995 Abdul Hakim Murad 
(January 1995 Far East bomb plot)

Rendition Philippines

August 1995 Eyad Mahmoud Ismail Najim
(February 1993 World Trade Center bombing)

Extradition Jordan

December 1995 Wali Khan Amin Shah 
(January 1995 Far East bomb plot)

Rendition a

September 1996 Tsutomu Shirosaki
(May 1986 attack on US Embassy Jakarta)

Rendition a

June 1997 Mir Aimal Kansi 
(January 1993 shooting outside CIA headquarters)

Rendition a

June 1998 Mohammed Rashid 
(August 1982 Pan Am bombing)

Rendition a

August 1998 Mohamed Rashed Daoud Al-Owhali 
(August 1998 US Embassy bombing in Kenya)

Rendition Kenya

August 1998 Mohamed Sadeek Odeh 
(August 1998 U.S. Embassy bombing in Kenya)

Rendition Kenya

December 1998 Mamdouh Mahmud Salim 
(August 1998 East Africa bombings)

Extradition Germany

a Country not disclosed 

[end of text] 

 

http://www.state.gov/
http://state.gov/documents/ContactUs.cfm
http://state.gov/documents/ContactUs.cfm


Patterns of Global Terrorism Contents
Counterterrorism Home Page
State Department Home Page

http://www.state.gov/www/global/terrorism/index.html
http://www.state.gov/index.html



